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Apr i l ,  1989

APRIL MEETTNG: LEGTSI,ATI\TE UPDATE BY
SENATOR HOLLAITD AT{D DELEGATE STAITTBAUGH

Our Apr i l  5 th BSCL meet ing wi I I  feature
a  v is i t  by  our  two Sta te  leg is la to rs ,
Delegate Warren G. Stambaugh and
Senator  Edward M. Hol land.  They wi l l
update us on the new laws passed or
re jected by the Virg in ia General
Assembly in the session which just
ended.  Our meet ing wi l l  take p lace the
day after their f inal Assembly wrap up
sess ion ,  s jo  you w i l l  be  hear ing  up- to -
the-minute news

Among the major  issues Senator  HoI Iand
and Delegate Stambaugh wil l  address
wi l l  be the new author i ty  for  count ies
to charge income tax to pay for
t ransportat ion proj  ects (  not  l ike ly  to
be used by the Arl ington County Boird )
and new laws on vehicular homicid,e.
Plus anything you want to ask about
act ion or  lack thereof  on d,rugs,
corruption t ct ime, the environmeot, you
name i t .  (  Due to the pot i t ica l  f lavor
of  th is  evening the quest ions wi l1 be
l imi ted to Barcrof t  res id,ents to
eI j-minate early campaj_gning ! )

The program star ts  at  7 z3O pM, Apr i l
6th at the Barcroft Community House,
800 South Buchanan Street .  Come and
hear what  your State legis lators have
been doing on your behal f .

DE.ADIINE TO APPLY FOR COUTTIY TAI(
DEFERRAL PI,AN FOR SENTOR.S EKTENDED TO

APRIL 15

I f  you are a senior  wi th l imi ted income
and assets you may quali fy for a County
tax deferra l  on your real  estate taxes.
You have unt i l  Apr i l  15 to apply.  Cal I
3 5 8 - 3 0 3 0  f o r  i n f o .

WTLL fiIE STATE DEPARTIIIEI{T BE A GOOD
NEIGHBOR AT ARI,TNGTON HAIL? STAY TT'NED

Af te r  cons iderab le  b icker ing ,  the
County and the Department of State are
closer to resolv ing thei r  d isagreement
on who wil l  pay for si te improvements
around Ar l ington HaI I .  I t  may be you.

The County wants the Department of
S ta te  to  foo t  the  b i l l  fo r
t rs t reetscapingt t  a long George Mason
Drive and Ar l ington Boulevard.  At  a
meeting in the Boardroom attended by
BSCI off j-cers the County Board members
explained that any developer in
Ar l ington is  expected to insta l l  wide
s idewalks ,  underground u t i l i t y  w i res ,
st reet l ight ing that  meets the County
standard,  ds wel l  as paying for  any
changes in  t ra f f i c  lanes  or  s igna ls  a t
entrances.  State says they have no
extra funds and do not want to take the
money from their new bui ldings to use
i t  for  improvements outs ide the s i te.
S ta te  a lso  is  ba lk ing  a t  cons t ruc t ing
the bicycle path to connect to Thomas
Jef ferson Communi ty Center .  (  This is
in par t  because some Arcova residents
object  to having the b icycles pass by
their  houses--separated f rom them by
the  cha in  l ink  fence.  )

How wi l l  th is  be resolved? Slowly.  We
Barcro f te rs  w i l l  see  the  resu l ts
eventual ly in whether or not George
Mason Dr ive cont inues to be an eyesore,
the l ighting along Arl ington gclurevard
continues to be inadequate, and, our tax
money has to be spent  to insta l r  a ref t
turn lane or l ight at the entrance to
the  s i te .  we arso  w i r r  see  how fa r  the
bicycle path gets us toward, TJ Center.
Meant ime,  the  west  s ide  (Barc ro f t  s ide)
is  s t i l l  p lanned fo r  a  n ice
neighborhood park,  so there should be
some improvement in any event. Stay
tuned.
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TffIY ARE ]TIEYTAI(ES:

The County Tax Assessor,  Mr.  Tommy
Rice,  spoke to our  March meet ing on how
your  home is  assessed.  I f  he  is  cor rec t
your assessment is  about  80eo of  the
sel l ing pr ice of  your home i f  you were
unfor tunate enough to leave Barcrof t
t h i s  y e a r .

Mr .  R i ce t s  o f  f  i - ce  bends  ove r  backwards
to  be  fa i r  about  tax  assessments .  They  _ l
v i s i t  homes  eve ry  5  yea rs .  (No  r : '

Barc ro f te r  remembered a  v is i t  by  an
assessor  ,  bu t  we asked around the  nex t
day and found some Ar l ingtonians d id.

You can appeal  your assessment i f  you
th ink  i t  i s  t oo  h igh .  The  assesso rs  may
have you down for  an extra bathroom or
a garage you tore Cown last  year.  You
c a n  c a I I  M r .  R i c e  a t  3 5 8 - 3 3 0 0  a n d  a s k
f  o r  the  ' r  Cara t  Sheet t r  f  o r  your  house ,
which shows the features that  make up
your  assessment .  You can a lso  ask  about
the  assessments  o f  o ther  p roper t ies
around you to see i f  yours seerns out of
l ine .  Or  you can go  to  the  cent ra l
I ib ra ry  and ask  the  l ib ra r ian  to  he lp
you f ind the informat ion in the
assessment  records  they  have there .
The l ib ra ry  a lso  has  a  book  ca lLed ReaI
Estate Sales where you can see what
f f iso ld fo i  on your st reet ,

What happens i f  you appeal and the
assessors  f ind  a  new bathroom you
ins ta l l ed  }as t  yea r?  No  i nc rease  i s
made in  your  tax  b i l l  th is  year ,  to
avoid penaLt  z ing you for  help ing out
the  assessor .  But  nex t  year  your  tax
b i l l  w i l l  be  h ighe r .  I f  you r  appea l  i s
success fu l  your  b i l l  i s  lowered,  and
you get  the benef i t  immediate ly.  fn
most  cases where a mistake is  found the
tax b i l l  is  }owered by somewhere
b e t w e e n  $ 6 5  a n d  $ 1 6 5 .

Our Realtor panel provided some good
d iscuss ion  a t  the  meet ing  too .  Bet ty
Jane Myers ,  Pat  OfBr ien  and Sue Sarcone
covered some interest ing subj  ects l ike
whether you should add on to your home
or move to a larger one.  Lots in
Barcro f t  a re  no t$ t  va lued a t  $55r000 each
or more. Home values keep going up
because more people want to l ive in
Ar l ing ton .

GOING UP?

The Barcrof ters at  the meet ing noted
tha t  r i s ing  assessments  a re  one th ing ,
but wanted to know why the tax rate
canf t  be  lowered to  keep the i r  taxes
f rom go ing  up .  A r l i ng ton ' s  t ax  ra te  i s
lower than any of  the other  local
j u r i sd i c t i ons .  Fo r  a  home  assessed  a t
$ 1 6 5 , 3 0 0  t h e  h o m e o w n e r  p a i d  1 9 B B  t a x e s
o f  $ 1 , 4 7 1  i n  A r l i n g t o n  C o u n t y ,  $ 2 , 0 5 6
i n  F a i r f a x ,  a n C  $ 2 , L 4 9  i n  A l e x a n d r i a .
That  makes Ar l ington sound good.  But
the  inc rease in  our  taxes  has  s t i l l
been very rapid,  and much higher than
in f l a t i on .  A t  t he  C i v i c  Fede ra t i on ' s
March meeting a member of the Budget
Commi t tee  sa id  tha t  taxes  rose  43% in
the  las t  4  years  wh i le  in f la t ion  was
on ly  15  eu  .  Some Barcro f  te rs  a t  our
meeting asked. what the homeowner is
ge t t ing  fo r  tha t  inc rease.  The group
thought i t  would be a good idea to have
a session wi th a County Board member to
hear  why tax  b i l l s  keep r i s ing .  S tay
tuned for  the May meet ing,  where we
w i l l  d o  i u s t  t h a t .

l'-=*lnt-_"il
li:lH[:. 1
lnrn-rr,rl l"YouRlHru

Realtorso around your corner
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BARCROM SCH@L HOLDS FTRST IIETIINTC

HERITAGE NIGTTT''

February 28th was a bit terly cold night
but  that  d idn ' t  s top Barcrof t  School
fami l ies f rom at tending the f i rs t  of
what wil l  hopeful ly become an annual

"Ethnic Her i tage Night .  "  I t  was
fantast ical ly  successfu l .  Parents and
chi ldren,  many in thei r  nat ional  dress,
turned out in droves to attend the
potluck dinner. And what a potluck i t
hras .  Dr .  El len Kahan,  Pr inc iPal  at
Barcrof t ,  is  not  sure how many
nat ional i t ies were represented but
le t ' s  jus t  say  there  was food f rom a l l
over  the wor ld and i t  was a t rue feast .

The all too short entertainment segrment
inc luded a Fi l ip ino song and st ick
dance, French songs and the Barcroft
choir - -of  Ar l ington Cab1e 1I /  fame.

Each class had been studying a
different country and each room had
lovely displays. Throughout the school
hal lways there have been more displays
of art work and writ ing inspired by the
great art of the world. Fif  th grad.ers
wrote some lyr ical "Chinese Truth
Poems'r .  F i rs t  graders made Abor ig inal
Bark Paint ings and painted Algerian
desert  scenes.  Some 2nd graders d id
Bolivian weaving and designed some
Chinese screens.  Third graders painted
Phi l ippine seascapes whi le 4th graders
decorated Turkish magic carpets !
( Second and 3rd graders have also done
some paint ing based on the styles of
Monet and Georgi-a O I Keef e. Very
impressive ! )

February 28th was a memorable and
excit ing evening celebrating the
mul t i -ethnic i ty  of  Barcrof t  school .
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DO YOU I.]NDERSTAT.ID THE NEW TN( I,AW AI{D FOR},TS?

or

TROUBLE WITH THE IRS?

or

STARTING A S},IALL BUSINESS, NEED ACCOTINTING
ADVICE?

Ask the professionals at

SSB
SERVING SMALL BUSINESS,  INC.

931 S.  HIGHLAND ST. .  SUITE I70 .  ARLINGTON,  VIRGINIA 22204

Dar re l  D .  Sh inn ,  Pres ident
Accountant,  Cert l f ied Tax Professional
and Enrolled Representative to IRS

892 -  9543
* rcZ Discount on Tax Preparation *

igl:'3_g3g'1:J



OTTR SAVIOR TTTTHRATI CETn(fl & SCHOOL

PRB-M

SEPTEI'{BER I89

3 Day program:  Mon. -  Wed. -  Fr i .

T i m e :  1 2 : 3 0  3 : 0 0  P . M .

E l ie ib i l i t y :  Ch i ld  must  be
years old by September 30

Locat ion:  825 S.  Taylor  Street
Ar l ington (Barcrof t )

Phone: 892-4846

-4-

AI{CTTTIER FOT'R IIILE RT'N CLEANT'P DAY
ON APRIL 22

Stocking Four Mile Run with trout is
not  just  for  f ish ing.  The program
brings out ci t i  zen volunteers to help
wi th c leanup of  the st ream, .provid ing a
year-round benef i t  for  a l l  o f  us.
Las t  year  10 ,000 peop le  par t i c ipa ted  in
the stream cleanup days, trout f ishing
and educational programs. When you
count up the cost of the f ish and
subtract the value of the volunteer
cleanup, the program actual ly saves the
County money.

I f  you bel ieved that  one,  le t  us teI I
you about the huge rainbow trout hre
almost caught last week when the
f ishing season opened on March 18.
Ser ious ly ,  the  County  spends $6 ,000 on
a trout stocking, and a lot of people
get  recreat ional  benef i ts  f rom i t .  The
volunteers col lected 6* tons of  t rash
las t  year  and pu t  in  1 ,300 hours  o f
volunteer t ime, so we taxpayers end up
paying $ 4 . 52 /hour f  or cleanup labor i f
you are st i l l  comput ing the benef i ts .

Another cleanup day j-s scheduled, for
Apr i l  22 .  The Ed i to r  w i l l  be  there ,
a long wi th a raf t  of  other  b icycl is ts
who r ide along Four Mile Run al l  year
and would.  l ike to see i t  c leaner.
Barcroft volunteers should go to
Glencarlyn Park f rom 8 to lL ADl[.  A f ree
picnic lunch ( a " f ree lunch'f goes wlt,n
saving taxes and the f ish story)  wi l l
be served there from noon to 3 PM for
c leanup fo lks.  We Barcrof ters have the
opportunity to clean out the original
Car l in  Spr ings (both of  them) .  I t  may
be worth the tr ip just to f ind out
where they are.  For j .n fo cal l  358-6427 .
o r  the  Trou t  Hot l ine  a t  358 -4400.

The more volunteer laborers turn out
the less the County pays per hour. So
come on out and make sure the County
saves lots of your tax money!

ffiilarrltlLynch
Menill Lynch RedW
fl34 A&C fulington Boulevard
Falls Church, Virginia 2n44

Of6cc: 003) L1&5300
Res: (703) 5?4'32il

AS WE LOOK FORWARD TO SPRING,
MORE HOME BUYERS WILL BE
THINKING OF PURCHASING A HOME.
NOW IS THE TIME TO START PRE-
PARING YOUR HOME FOR SALE. FOR
INFORMATION REGARDING THE SALE
OF YOUR HOME CALL

BETTY JANE MYERS

Otf: 536-5300 Res: 521-3254

'll your home rs currently ltsted wfin another broker, this is not intended as a solicitation of that listing.
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LTITIIERAI{S N\':[TE BARCROHIERS

We do not l ist church services in the
Barcroft News for space and other
reasonS, but  we th ink i t  is  worthY of
note that Our Savior Lutheran Church
has taken out an ad again this year to
inv i te Barcrof ters to at tend thei r
Eas ter  serv ices .  The i r  inv i ta t ion
seems s incere and deserves considera-
tion by anyone moved to go to church
here in the neighborhood during Easter
week. Our Savior has taken a second ad
to inform us of  thei r  pre-k indergarten
program star t ing in September.  I t  is
nice to see the congregation lookj-ng to
our neighborhood for closer contact.

r ) ' ?  i
ilt,

Do

KATITY KERR 1lO PI,AY FOR SQUARE DAIICE

Kathy Kerr ,  pro l i f ic  columnist  for  the
parcrof t  News,  has another ta lent- -she
@ Her band,  Tanglefoot ,
wi l l  play for a square dance at
Arl ington Forest United Methodist
Church (ar l ington Blvd.  at  Henderson
Road) on Saturday,  APr i I  8th.  The
dance s ta r ts  a t  7 :30  and is  a  benef i t
for the non- prof i t  Arl ington Food
Co-op. Beginners are welcome and so
a re  ch i l d ren .  The  cos t  i s  $3 .00  pe r
adult.  Kathy did not write this
art icle-- i t  would have been longer and
had more people in i t  !

TESLER A]VD WER BLOOD

ATTOR IVET,S AT LAW
Wil ls  and Estate Matters

Personal  In jury Accidents

Business and Commercial Law

Tra f f i c  Cour t  Cases

Domestic Relat ions

During April, come in for a wil l for yourself,
or for you and your spouse. Then get a 2Ot DISCC-I!!|T
from our already low fee by showing this adt

Locared in the e00 brock w. Broad srreer 534_9300
(Route 7) in Falls Church

tt Aqlle Free Parking at the Door rt
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Sunday
2nd

Tuesday
4rh

Saturday
8 & 2 9

Saturday
2Znd

Saturday
22nd

Monday
2AEr]

APRIL nIENTS

Trout YidSq. Long Branch Nature Center 3 pM. Members
f f i i 1 1 a n s w e r q u e S t i o n s . R e S e r v a t i o n s r e g u i r e d ' .

Sr l ingto{r  Countv.Civ ic  Federat ion.  Report  on Virg in ia
1 e g i s 1 a t i v e S e S s i o n ( s i m i f f i o g r a m a t B S c L o n 6 t h )
come as  an  observer .  For  in fo  ca l l  5zL-2090.

of Trout
3 5 9 - 5 5 3 5 .

State
7 z 45PM.

Apr.6th BARcRom scE@L AIID cr\[c r,EAcnE 7:30 pM. 8oo s. Buchanan St.
Thurs- ! ' lh?t=Happened in R s year our state legislators wil l

brief us on new Virginia EEEIE-faws on taxes, vehicular homicide
raws and more. For information see page 1 or carl 920-9131.

Arlington County Board Meeting. 9 AM at the Courthouse. Watch it
on Cab1e channel 31. For agerxla information call 559-2261.

9rg+t gIe+nup gf Four=Mi1e Run. See article on page 4 or call
Arri.ngtonians for a clean Environment at 359-6427 for more info.

ctrristmas in April. volunteers do home maintenance for senior
c i t izens who canr t  af ford home repairs .  In fo 52g-5G06.

Book Discussion Group. Read SoI Beltowfs The Theft and discuss it
@, 1015 N. e"i"cy.-zffirJ"szr-zoeo.

IfAIIT ADS

Tfiese ads are free, folks- Just drop ttren through
the Editorrs door or call hin at 5ZL-2090. DonTt
you have a yard sale coming up ttris spring?

mrs CAI IEEIS A GIXD tl|E! Lovable, affectiornte
cat who really. likes people and sitting in your lap
while you pet her.- 

-C,ood 
wittr kid;. Blautifui

white fernale, spayed, shots. 9 years old. Likes
outdoors when ttre weather is not too cold. Fanily
nenber has developed allergy to catsr so our cat
needs a good hone. Please call 521-1497.

I{rPPHflAnE--La Leche League of Arlington is having
iF "l",ral 

Tupperr^'are firndraiser. 
-If 

you woult
like to cone to tlre party or just order oirt of ttre
catalog call lbthy Kerr at 892-6459.

Fm, sAr'E $lhirlpool^ electric kitchen stove, black
front, never used $ZSO. New 2OO arlp breder box
and breakers. Good used tires . g7g-gb?l

BABf,srtIIre 979-9oz]-. part tine. References
available.

Fm, SALE 1985 Renault Encore tS. S-speed, air
conditionilg2 power steering, 631000 niles, AI{/FM
cassette. $12oo or best offer. Ciff }IZ-ZLZL.

IrarH) [{e are in need of a fireplace screen and
hope a neighbor has one ttrey are not using. The
size we need is for an opening 30tt high-Uy S+tt
wide. Please call 920-6332.

FIKTTUP
WITHWEEKEND
WLSAVINGS

POWER HAND SAW
Renl the mosl poputaf saw reQuested lot
cafpenlrt ,  work Powerful.  porlable lhe
rolary blade culs
easdy. gets the pD
done In less llme

AsrowAs$10.s0.,0.,

CONCRETE TROWELPRESSUREWASHER
For the lough cteanrng
lobs suchaslhe
srolng on your home
Renl a gressure
wasner lo do the
1ob etficrently
conventenl ly
Porlabte

AsLowAs$32.CI0.,0., ^r..orn^r$45.0 ,.,0'

HRIIIIKE RENTNT
'J;:ll;, EEntEr @ I'l'.1';;l

Corcre le  rs  eas \  lo  '13 'k
#len yOU renl A power
I rowe l  Ta tesouta t i lhe
slrarn gtves a
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AROT'ITD TTIE NEIGHBORIIOOD

with Kathy Kerr

The I 'K ,  K lub  o f  Barc ro f  t  w i l l  ce lebra te
i ts  50 th  year  on  Sunday Apr i l  23  a t  a
Iuncheon on the cruise ship Dandy down
on the Potomac.

Longtime member Grace BIundeII of 4th
St .  S  remin isces  tha t  i t  was  over  a
f r iend ly  cup o f  co f fee  tha t  the  f i rs t
idea  fo r  the  c lub  emerged back  in  1939.
Club or ig inators Mrs.  Ruth Clark on 3rd
St .  S .  and Mrs .  G ladys  Frank  are  s t i l l
act ive members today,  and bef i t t ing the
occas ion  they  are  Pres ident  and V ice-
P res iden t  f o r  t he  yea r  o f  1989 .

When the  K KIub  was f i rs t  fo rmed,  the
immediate nei -ghborhood was new, being
set t led by young marr ied couples eager
to  pu t  down roo ts  and s ta r t  fami l ies .
There was a need for  women to get  to
know each o ther  be t te r .  The c lub  has
served as an extended fami ly  as members
have en joyed see ing  the i r  ch i ld ren  grow
up and in turn ra ise thei r  own fami l ies
wi th many stayj -ng in th is  area.

The or ig inal  c lub boundar ies were
f i f th ,  Four th ,  Th i rd  and Ab ingdon
S t ree t s .  ( 6 t t r  S t  S .  d i d  no t  ex i - s t  a t
the t ime the c lub was f  ormed! )  The
membership l imi t  was 25 and at  one t ime
the re  was  a  wa i t i ng  l i s t  t o  j o i n .
Meet ings were held once a month in the
homes o f  members .  Dues s ta r ted  a t  10
cents a month and have s lowly increased
to one dol- Iar  per  month.

Whi le  p r imar i l y  a  soc ia l  c lub ,  K  K lub
members  have a lso  ass is ted  those in
need.  Somet imes a  goodwi l l  o f fe r ing
was col lected to help a needy fami ly  in
the neighborhood or one that was read
about  in  the paper.

Over the course of  50 years the
membership has changed drast ical ly .
Some members have moved from the area,
a few have dropped out for personal
reasons and,  sad1y,  many have passed
away.  At  present  there are 11 members.

You may be wondering what the |tKfr

stands for .  Grace Blundel l  expla ins
that the founders were rather l ively

BARCROFT CLT'B CELEBRATES 50 WARS OF GOOD NEIGHBOR,S

young f  o lks and the r rKi l  s tands f  or
f tkeent '  .  (Does tha t  mean tha t  a  cLub
formed now might  be cal led the r rA,

CIub- - fo r  t tawesomef r  ?  )

Congratu lat ions to the K Klub members
and thei r  husbands as they celebrate a
l i fe t ime o f  f r iendsh ip  and
ne ighbo r l i ness .

fiIE KELSCH'S HA\M A NEW BABY

Congra tu la t ions  to  Tay lo r  and Laur ie
Ke l sch  on  1s t  Rd .  S .  who  a re  en joy ing
their  new baby Mary Rose born February
24t .h .  Mary  Rose has  a  s is te r  Kat ie
Jane ,  dg€  19  mon ths ,  and  a  b ig  b ro the r
Danny,  dg€ 13 ,  a stuc lent  at  Kenmore .
The Kelsches moved to Barcrof t  only 3
years ago but  Laur ie soon became
wel l -known in  the  BSCL fo r  her  hard
work  and en thus iasm,  Laur ie  a lso  works
a t  home fo r  a  magaz ine  ca l led  "Midd le
East  Ins igh t " .  Tay lo r  i s  an  economj -s t
for  ARAMCO.

You are invited to celebrate
.. Holy Week and Easter at

ilt our Savior Lutheran Church
^g= Arhngton, Virginia
-ll||- 825 S. Taylor Street

lll (corner of 9th & S. Taylor)

ll; iil:?""::iTtr L. Braun, rh D, pastor
Palm Sunday Good Friday
March 19 March 24
8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 730 p.m.
Worship Service Worship Service
9:50 a.m.
stmday school ffi'tr 

sundaY
Nursery awilable gg0 & 11:00 a.m.
Maundy Thursday Worship Service
March 23 9:50 a.m.
7:30 p.m. Sunday School
Worship Service Holy Communion
Holy Communion at both services

Nurxry awilable

Ctrurch of the Lutheran Hour
Missouri Synod)
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