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FIRE CHIEF DOCI It[El{TS RESPONSE TII.IE,
OFFERS FIRE PREVEI{IION PROGRAIIT

We mentioned in the art icle about a
f ire in Barcroft last month that some
neighbors were not impressed with the
response t ime of the Arl ington County
Fire Department. Fire Chief Thomas
HawkiRS, Jt  ,  has responded wi th a
Iet ter  deta i l ing the response t ime,
which \^ras exactly six minutes and one
second from the t ime the caII was
received unt i l  the f i rs t  uni ts  arr ived
at  the f i re.  He provided a pr intout  of
the record of  the act iv i t ies re lated to
the cal I ,  which Pat  Roach wi l l  br ing to
the next meeting for anyone who wants
to see i t .  Chief Hawkins noted that a
minute seems like a long time if you
are wai t ing for  a f i re engine to
ar r i ve .  He a lso  o f fe red  to  send L t .
Stephen Henson to present a f ire
prevention education program to the
BSCL. We accepted, and the program
wi l l  take the f i rs t  45 minutes of  our
November 5 meeting. Come and find out
how to avoid your own six minute wait.

LET I S QUIT TAI,KING ABOTTI ITTEUBERSTilP

Please pay your dues so we can put
someth ing  e lse  here  !  I t rs  on ly  $Z per
person, and you meant to do i t  last
month. There is a coupon on the back
cover for your convenience.

At{D ITS TI![E TO REVIETT PROGRESS ON
lHE I{EIGHBORIIOOD CONSERVATION PI,ADI

The second part of our program on
November 5 wil l  be a review of progress
on the Neighborhood Conservation PIan.
There wil l  be a copy of the big
printout of the responses for anyone to
Iook Ert, and reports by the Committees
on the work they are doing. I f  you are
not yet on one the committees, now is a
good time to find out which one might
interest you. Mark your calendar and
Iook for the 'rBarcroft Meeting Tonightfr
s igns on November 5.

Mffi
YOU CAT{ NOIIINATE A IINCIIABLE TREEII

Arl ington County is compil ing a ledger
of  f tNotable Treestr  as par t  of  a
campaign to preserve the beauty of the
Countyt  s  grand old t turban f  orestr f
giants. The County has printed up a
form cal led a Notable Tree Nominat ion.
If  you know of a notable tree you would
I ike to see recognized and protected
you can pick up a form at the next BSCL
meetingl.  You f i I I  i t  out and send i t
in to the Landscape Coordinator of the
Department of Public Works. Do i t  now
bef ore your f  avor i te t ree is  "h idden.  

f '
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RESPONSES TCI TTIEF"ARLY FEEDBACK ON YOT'R

We have now entered into a computer 407
forms you f i l led out .  Some ear ly  v iews:

PEOPLE

Residents aII over the neighborhood
responded, but 87e" were from single
fami ly  houses.  A fu l l  gLZ owned thei r
home. Three f i f ths of the households
had no more than two persons. n^tenty-
two percent were under the age of 24,
and 20% were over 55.  Thir ty  e ight
percent had l ived in Barcroft more than
25 years,  whi le only 28e" had l ived here
less than 5 years.  The longest  res i -
dent  has been here 55 years !  These
answers show stabi l i ty, but also show
who cares enough to tackle 54 long
questions !

t"At{D USE

There was a c lear  consensus against
bui ld ing more housing in Barcrof t ,  wi th
7 5e" opposed and only 9eo in f avor .

TRAFFIC FI,OTT

The worst traff ic problem is speeding
on Buchanan, Pershing Drive and
Abingdon . " Cut-throughs'f  are using
Barcroft as a short-cut between
Arl j-ngton Boulevard, Columbia Pike and
George Mason Drive. There were many
ideas for  solut ions,  inc luding speed
bumps, stop signs, enforcemeht, and
c losed o f f  in te rsec t ions .  Most  d r ivers
use the intersection at Arl ington
Boulevard and Abingdon Henderson
Streets,  and 55% opposed c los ing i t
off .  (  One person found the wording of
the question was confusing, so the
transportat ion committee wil l  take a
close look at  the resul ts  of  th is  one.  )

Sid,ewalks promise to be an active topic
for  d iscussion.  Some are st rongly in
f avor of having sidewalks everyrrhere
for pedestr ian safety and comfort,  but
others oppose spending for sidewalks or
do not want to lose a nice chunk of
grass , shrubs or trees f rom their lavrn.
of the 44 who have no sidewalks , 43 do
not want them. But L20 others wrote in
Iocations where they thought sidewalks
are needed. The most frequent spot was
on Buchanan near the Vepco substation.

gnESTToNNATRES

PARKS A}ID RECREATION

HaIf  (48e")  said we do not  need more
parks in Barcroft.  But many asked for
better access to Four Mile Run from the
Vepco substat ion or  f rom 7th Street  S.
down to the bike trai l .  Walkers on the
tra i l  sa id that  speeding b icycles are a
problem. Nearly everyone wants to keep
trees and open space. Dog droppings
rnrere a problem for  only 33%.

SERVICES

The County was most often rated Good on
I ib rary  serv ice  (52e"1  and water  &  sewer
(72% )  .  I t  was  most  o f ten  ra ted  Poor  on
sno\ r r  remova l  (35eo) .  Some (1-8%)  cons ider
cr ime a problem in Barcrof t ,  and 3L%
want more pol ice patro ls ,  of ten to
enforce  t ra f f i c  laws.  The major i t y
favor str ict enforcement of County
regulat ions on j  unk cars ( 81e" ) and, pet
control (  65% ) .  Views were mixed on car
repai-rS, and evenly spl i t  on small  home
bus inesses .

OOPS !

We forgot the snow shoveling question,
and the car use questions were biased.
toward public transportat ion, which
some do not  consider  just i f ied.  We
were surprised that some people d.o not
seem to feel l ike part icipants in doing
the plan, and somet j-mes said 'r theyf f are
writ ing i t .  Come and part icipate. You
l ive here,  and i t 's  your neighborhood. .
You belong to th is  ef for t ,  and you wi l l
be welcome. I t  t  s  w€,  not  they.

This is just a l ight skimming. Your
detailed comments provide more depth
than just  the stat is t ics,  and are now
being used by the drafting commj-ttees
working on various topics. Al l  of your
comments anywhere on the form were
entered in the computer. You can st i l l
get your views in if you have not
already done so. Drop your question-
naire of f  at  the Data Entry Si te,  4649
Second Street South. Call  Pat Roach at
920-8131 i f  you need a new one to f i l l
out. You can examine a printout of the
responses so far at the BSCL meeting on
November 5th.
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THE BEST LIBRARY BRAI{CH FOR BARCROFT
!,TAY BE TUCKED AYTAY IN GT,ENCARLYI{

Does i t  seem to you that the main
Library is too crowd€d, and the
Columbia Pike branch too far? Why not
try Glencarlyn?

The Glencarlyn Library is located at
the corner of Third Street South and
Kensington,  in  the heart  of  Glencar lyn
ne ighborhood.  I t ' s  jus t  a  ha l f  m i le
f rom Barcrof t  as the crow, the foot  or
the bicycle f l ies to the west, down
into Four Mile Run valley and up the
other s ide.  Easy to f ind on a r rdp,
t oo .

Bever ly  Peters ie l ,  Branch Manag€r,  has
extended a special invitat ion to al l
Barcrof t ians to v is i t  the Glencar lyn
Branch and make use of i-ts complete
range of adult, younE adult and
chi ldren t  s  serv ices.  The branch
emphas izes  i t s  bes tse l le r  co l lec t ioh ,
and has the shortest  wai t ing l is t  of
any Arl ington l ibrary. The branch
welcomes ideas from anyone on books for
fu tu re  purchase.  Ms.  Peters ie l  i s  a lso
on the lookout for anyone who has an
interest ing d isplay for  the l ibrary '  s
exh ib i t  case .  Ca I l  he r  a t  824 -168L .

I f  you do not  have a l ibrary card ,  )ust
br ing an ID along on your f i rs t  v is i t
to have a card issued immediately by
one of the fr iendly staff members: Kay
Br i t to,  Eleanor Spears,  Eve Bowman,
Pauline Wood, Tan Van Nguyen, Sal1y
Long and Moll ie Hester. They hope to
see you soon !

Next month: t{hy do we say rrsouth
Taylor Streetrr but turn the words
around to say rrSth Street Southrr ?

IS IT A PROBLEIII IN BARCROFT?

Tom Floyd is working on an art icle on
radon in Barcroft.  I f  you have had
your house tested please drop him a
note or  a copy of  the resul ts  at  5L4 S.
Abingdon Street ,  Ar l ington VA ZZZO4 or
ca I I  h im a t  892-62L5.

BARCROFT ELEUEIITARY IIAS BOOK FAIR AIID
I'TIIHT SING WIITI TIIETR HAIIDSII

On Thursday, November L9, there wil l  be
a Book Fair at Barcroft Elementary
Schoo1 (625 South  Wakef ie ld  S t ree t )  a t
5 :30  PM.  I t  w i l l  be  f o l l owed  a t  7  pM
by a special family program featuring
David Parker of  Breakthrough,  t i t led
"They Sing with Their Handi ,  i '  j  oining
the beauty of sign language with music.
Refreshments served. Bring family and.
f r i ends .  F ree .  Fo r  i n fo  ca I I  5ZL -38  ZL .

ESIABT/SHED I94O

MALCOLM'S AUTOMOTIVE
4601 COLUMBIA PIKE

ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 22204

521,7769

* * *  *  * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * *  * * * *

FOR BARCROFT RESIDEI{TS

1-OT DISCOT'ITT ON PARTS

LABOR WTTTI THIS AD!

F^xpires LLI 3Ll87

OITLY:

A}ID
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PARTS OF BARCROFT

On Thursday,  October 8,  Barcrof t  homes
on refuse col lect ion Route 5 received
the new Eagle-car ts.  The cans had been
discussed at  the BSCL meet ing on
October L, with Ken Hook and Pat Rowe
from the Arlj.ngton County Public Works
Department. Here are some comments
from Mr. Hook and other neighborhoods
who have been using the Eagle-car t ,
inc luding Carol  Rademaker,  President  of
the Ar l ington Ridge Civ ic  Associat ion:

L.  The Eagle-car t  makes no change in
basic t rash p ickup--you st i I l  have one
weekly pickup, the County has the same
rules about  what  they wi l l  take,  there
is  s t i l l  serv ice  fo r  the  e lder ly  and
handicapped to set  thei r  cans out .

2. There is no requirement that You
use the Eagle-car t .  You can take one
for  a t r ia l  and return i t  a t  any t ime
jus t  by  ca l l ing  the  County  a t  558-232t .

3  .  The car t  i s  b ig ,  bu t  i t  i s  easy  to
maneuver due to i ts  large wheels.  I t
can hold up to 90 gal lons and up to 200
pounds.  You never have to I i f t  i t  o f f
the ground.  Even people wi th steps or
steep hi t ls  in  thei r  yards may f ind the
car t  i s  eas ie r  than the  o ld  cans .

4. one problem. is the space you need
to store the b ig car t  between t rash
p ickups .  There  are  two s izes .  You can
cal l  the County to get  the smal ler  one.

5 .  The s t ree ts  a re  c leaner  a f te r  t rash
pickup than they used to be. The Eagle-
carts seern to be dog and cat-proof ,
although the latch is not very good.
The top  is  fas tened or ,  so  you donr t
f ind t rash can tops scat tered around.

6 "  Great  can !  You'  re going to love
them. I can even get my wife to roII  i t
ou t .  Ro l ls  eas i l y  on  the  b ig  whee ls ,
even i f  the yard is  wet .  Holds a Iot .
Much better than the regular cans.

7.  We real ly  l ike them. One holds most
of our trash. They are durable. They
can be hard to rol l  with too much heavy
stuff in them, but normally are easy to
move.

GET NEW TRASHCANS

One can is  f ree.  You can rent  another
for  a dol lar  a month.  The can wi l l  be
replaced by the County i f  i t  breaks in
normal  use  or  i s  s to len .  I t  can  be
rol led around the yard to load leaves.
You can st i l l  use your o ld cans i f  you
prefer .  I f  you decide at  any t ime to go
back  to  your  o ld  cans ,  You ca l l  558-
232L and the County wil l  take i t  back-

If  you have not Yet received a new
Eagle-cart you are on Route 7 , which
wi I I  get  the new cans next  Year.

Many changes take
place in a neigh-
borhood.  As  a  ch i ld ,
I remember seeing
jurors sequestered
in Smith I s Tour ist
Home, which belonged
to my parents.
Across the street
stood apple trees

and horses. Fortunately for uS r my Mom
built a home there, which is now our home.
I know how important our home is to each
of us.  Chi ldhood memories l inger on and
adult memories become even more precious
with t ime. If I  can help you with any of
your real  estate,  p lease cal l  r ler  as I  do
care about your neighborhood and mine.

ffilrntn[ynch
Merrill Lynch RealW
6134 A&C Arlington Boulevard
Fdls Church, Virginia W

BETfi JANE MYERS
REAUTORO

Officc: (703) $&5300
Rer: (?Gl) 5?A-32il
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Ba rc ro f t ' s  Bus inesses

TESTER N{D V|ERBLOOD, ATToRNEYS AT LAW

You may have noticed ads in the
Barcrof t  News for  the law f i rm of
ff i rblood. One of several
Barcrof t  at torneys,  RoY Tesler  has
tived in our neighborhood for L4 years '
and. is a former President of the
Barcrof t  School and Civic Leagrue "

Or ig inal ly  f rom upstate New York,  Mr.
Tes1er served in the mi l i tarY in
Cali fornia and attended law school at
Georgetown Univers i tY in D.C- The
Tesler  fami ly  chose Barcrof t  as a home
for  i t s  conven ience to  Roy 's  job  w i th
the  U.  S .  Depar tment  o f  Jus t ice .  Both
of  the Tesler  chi ldren grew uP in
Barcro f t ,  a t tend ing  the  loca l  schoo ls .
Their  son is  now in col lege and thei r
daughter  is  a senior  at  Wakef ie ld High-

Roy Tesler  s tar ted h is own pract ice in
an o f f i ce  near  Ba i ley ts  Crossroads  ten
years ago.  Because his of f ice was near
Barcrof t ,  he found many c l ients in the
neighborhood.  In 1980 the f i rm moved
to  Fa l l s  Church ,  jus t  o f f  Broad St ree t -

Mr .  Tes le r  has  been a f f i l i a ted  th rough
the years with other attorneys - He now
shares the FaI Is  Church of f ice wi th one
other attorney , a law clerk and support
staf f .  Another at torney in a smal l
D .C .  o f f i ce  o f  Tes le r  and  Werb lood
handles D.  C.  and lv lary land-re lated work.
Mr .  Tes le r ' s  membersh iP  in  the
Cal i forn ia Bar makes his f i rm one of
the few in the area able to handle
Ca l i fo rn ia - re la ted  lega l  work .

Roy Tesler  descr ibes h is pract ice as
f  r  the most  general  of  general -pract ice
f i rms.  "  The work is  evenly d iv ided
among domest ic  re lat ions,  smal l
bus iness  law,  w i l l s  and es ta te
planning ,  c t iminal  cases,  P€rsonal
in ju ry ,  t ra f f i c  cour t  cases  and
immigrat ion issues.  L ike a general
physic ian,  the f  i rm rrcan help people
with whatever comes t lP. "

A number of  Barcrof t  res idents caI I  on
Mr.  Tesler ,  and he is  beginning to work
for the chi ldren of neighborhood people
he began serv ing years ago.  The f i rm
has o f f i ces  in  the  900 b lock  o f  W.
Broad Street  in  Fal ls  Church,  in  the
OId Br ick Court  House Square,  just  a
short  r ide f rom Barcrof t .  Their
te lephone number  i s  534-9300.

T t l t + l 9 t t * t + t t * l + + t l t +
t
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Advert is ing Manager:

Contr ibut ions Edi tor :

Ed i to r :

Talmadge Wil l iamsl
920-7006 I
Susan Sarcone *
920-8131 t

Randy Swart +

52L-2080 *

Around the Neighborhood: Kathy Kerr *
892-6458 t

Ma i l ing :

t r l t + t

Aileen & Paul t
Woods +

t * t t t t * * * + t l * t + t

T{AIff ADS

NEED A HOl,tE HAI{D$[AN? Call Dick Willians,
521-0731. No job too snall. Free estimates.

WANTD: Responsible person to babysit evenings,
weekends, snowdays, etc. for our 6 year old. lfust
have references. Please call after 5 PM' 521-3821.

Bring your ad to ttre BSCL neeting on ttre first
Ttrursday of ttre nonth or drop a note to ttre Editor
at 4649 Second Street S., Arlington 22204. Ads are
free for members. Novenber 10 is ttre deadline to
get an ad in for a December before-Christmas sale.

F R E E DETIVERY
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Saturdays Arl ington
Saturdays

NO\TEilIBER E\TENTS

County Farmers t Market.
TAYI to noon through Nov.

Courthouse parking Iot.
28.  See you there !

IET ME $TORKFOR YOU.
fuk For

Millior Dollar Produccr

H o m e :  B 9 l  A 4 B g

PAT O'BRIEN

f f  you  buy  or  se l l_

w i thout  ca l l ing  me,

WE BOTH LOSE! *

FULL TIME REAI ESTATE
PROTESSIONAL

YEARS EXPERIENCE HELPING BI.,TERS AND SEI I FRS
' t  A s k  a b o u t  o u r  " N e i  g h b o r l  y  D i  s c o u n t " .

Professional Real Esate Services
. Pre-purchase coruultation
o Pre-sale consultation
. Free market evaluation
. Markcting

Eeu^r. HousrNc . Contract ncgotiation
oPPoRllrNlrY o Sertlement coordinatioa

o International rclocation service

H.

Ff/AX@
pres ident ia l ,

7 5 3  2 5 0 0  8 7 6

l n c .

5324

Nov 5 BARCROFT scE@L AttD crvrc r,EAcItB 7:30 pt|. Fire preven-
IIItRs. tion in Fhe Hme. Artingrton county rire oepaGE-ffien

EGf,Gf,ffin-servatioi plan. c&re and hear a"bout the
progress our Cmittees are making, and see how you can
pitch in. For info please call 920-8131.

Saturday
7rh

Tuesday
1 orh

Fr i  /  Sa t
1 -3  &  L4

Ivl0nday
1 6rh

Monday
23rd

A}I APPE,AL FRGI lUE WqIEDIIS CLT'B

The Womenf s CIub of  Ar l ington (  700 S.
Buchanan) is  p leased to be a part  of
the Barcroft community and hopes its
residents wil l  understand about the
fo l lowing reminder.

Our parking lot is private only for
the use of our members. Our insurance
does not cover others who might park
there. Snoh, days have been a special
problem. We pay for the snow removdl,
then others park there, often 1eaving
their  cars for  several  days.  We need
all the space f or our or,.rn use. So
sorry, but please do not park on our
I o t .

A}ID AN ITWITts TO TIIE HOLIDAY BOTIIIQT'E

But please do come to our Holiday
Boutique on Friday, November j.3 lnd
Saturday, November L4, L0 A[4 to 3 pM.
Ar ts ,  c ra f ts ,  bakery ,  hand kn i ts ,
gToc !€ t ,  s t i t chery ,  a t t i c  t reasures ,
kitchen corner, plants, food. and much
more .  For  in f  o rmat ion ,  ca l l  671- -gg l_9 .

Communi ty Garage SaIe of  the Ar l ington Civ i tans .  7:30 AM
to  L :30  PM a t  the  park ing  garagg over  I -66  (  en ter  a t  j -5 th
S t  N .  a n d  Q u i n c y )  .  S h o p p e r s  2 5 q ,  S € l l e r s  $ 4 .  5 5 g  - 2 4 7 5 .

Dead l ine  f  o r  copy  f  o r  a l l  o f  your  a r t i c les ,  ad ,s ,  car toons ,
ar twork,  and such for  the Barcrof t  News.

Book & Record Sale.  L0 API.  Opera Theatre of  Northern Va.
Gunston  Center ,  2700 S.  Lang St .  For  in fo  ca l l  739-2918.

Bead Necklace Design workshop . 
'7 

PM. Open to anyone 7 yrs
old and up. Great ideas for gif t-giving and, make your own
neck laces .  G lencar lyn  L ib rary .  rn fo  gz4-16gL.

Book Discussion Group . ArI .  Central Libra ty ,  10 i-  5 N . euincy
7:30 PM. November book:  Tbs_l l lcher in  the Rve.  524:8662.
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with Kathy Kerr

BARCROTT BACK YARDS CA}I
BE II{TERESTING !

You just never know what you might find
in your own back yard--especia l ly  i f
your property line ends at an army
base. Our Barcroft community includes
the houses on the east side of George
Mason Dr. ;  behind them l ies Arl ington
Hal I  Stat ion.  The f i rs t  house f rom the
George Mason Dr. gate is the home of
history buff Jay Roy Sims who l ives
with his parents Joseph and Charlotte
Simasek.  In the summer of  1985 whi le
digging a hole for the footing of a
retaining wall ,  Jay Roy found what he
thinks may be a World War vintage
cart r idge shel l  (which has c lear ly  been
detonated) .

The empty shell is made of copper or
brass and is about 3/ 4 inch or 40rnm in
diameter and, about 5-6 inches long.
Jay Roy says he has been meaning to go
over to the base and see if anyone
there can teII  him more about i t .  He
is also curious about a big concrete
pi l lar his family found while digging
several feet down in their garden about
L0-15 years ago.  They had to take i t
out piece by piece and wonder if it had
something to do with the Army base.

Jay Roy and
interest  in

f ol-ks share a strong
history of Arl ington

and Barcroft.  He showed me a copy of
the beauti ful,  new book cal led
Arl inqton Countv in Virqinia: A
Pictorial Historv by Nan and Ross

fl< VA: Donning Co.
L g g T  )  .

This lovely book referred to Barcroft
relatively few times but page L29 was
part icu lar ly  in terest ing:

IIBARCROFT

The post  v i l lage of  Barcrof t  was a stop
on the Southern Railway's Bluemont
branch.  Besides a l i t t le  c luster  of
homes,  there was Oscar Har ing '  s
store.  .  .where the f i rs t  te lephone in
the neighborhood was instal led in t9L5,
the Barcrof t  mi l l ,  a  b lacksmith shop,
catt le pens, and the Barcroft Community
House ,  bu i l t  i n  1907 .

Dr.  John Wolver ton Barcrof t  was a
nat ive of  New Jersey who f i rs t  set t led
on Holmes Run in Fairfax County in
L849,  af ter  he graduated f rom
Phi ladelphia Medical  col lege.  He bui l t
and operated Barcroft Mil I  unti l  the
Civ i l  War,  dur ing which federal  t roops
damaged the building beyond repair. He
went back to New Jersey, returning to
the area af ter  the war.

In  1880,  Dr .  Barc ro f t  purchased the
Custis MiI l  on Four MiIe Run which he
rebuil t  and rented out to several
d i f fe ren t  mi l le rs .  The th i r ty -s ix  foo t
water wheel was said to have been the
Iargest  on the East  Coast .  Cal led
Arl ington Mil l ,  the name \^tas changed to
Barcrof t .  The post  v i l lage of  Barcrof t
was  es tab l i shed  i n  L898 .  "

As many Barcroft ians know, the rai lroad
stop,  s tore and mi l l  were located where
Columbia Pike crosses Four MiIe Run.

Anybody else out there ever dug up
anything interesting in your yard? Let
me know about it !

DO YOU UNDERSTAI{D THE NEW
TA)( tAW AND FORMS?

or

TROUBLE WITH THE IRS?

or

STATING A SMALL BUSINESS, NEED
ACCOUNTING ADVICE?

Ask the professionals at

SERVTNG S!|ALL BUSIT{ESS, INC
94L South George Mason Drive

Ar l ing ton ,  VA 22204
892 -9543

Dar re1  D.  Sh inn ,  Pres ident

10% Discount  on Tax Preparat ion

h is
the
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