
G@Rffi, ffi@ffiW

Novernber, 1986

NOVEIEER PROGRAM:
NEIGHBORIIOOD CONSERVATION

The November 6 meeting of the BSCL will
take up for the f irst t j -me a major area
which Barcroft should be addressing:
the County's Neighborhood Conservation
Program, and a plan for our own
neighborhood.

Our speaker wil l  be He1en Hedges,
Chairman of the Arlington Neighborhood
Conservation Advisory Committee. A
resident of the Ballston-Virginia
Square neighborhood, Helen wil l  explain
the County t s progrErm to preserve
neighborhoods and the advantages of the
program for a neighborhood like
Barcro f t .

The Neighborhood Conservation Program
is a channel for ci t izens to advise the
County Board on matters which affect
their neighborhoods, including land use
decisions. The County also uses the
program to fund improvements in
faci i i t ies in the neighborhoods. One
of the bond issues on the November
bal lot is intended to raise over $4
mill ion for neighborhood improvements.
The funds will be used to improve
curbs,  gut ters,  s idewalks,  recreat ional
fac i l i t i€s,  t raf f ic  management
features, streetl ights and other publ ic
fac i l i t i es .  Barc ro f t '  s  share  w i  11  be
in part determined by our development
of a neighborhood conservation plan for
i t s  use .

Helen Hedges wil l  describe the program
for us and tel l  us what Barcroft should
do to beeome involved. This will be an
important meeting for those who are
ready to do something more in our
neighborhood and are looking for a new
place to contr ibute their talent for
the benef i t  o f  a l l  !

BARCROFT EEARS ARLINGTON' S FUTURE

The BSCL's October meet ing featured a
surprise program change which brought
to us a presentation by John Tucci l lo,
a long-t ime Barcroft resj-dent and Vice
Chairman of the Arlington County
Commission on the Future. John spoke
on the work of his group and i ts draft
report about what to expect in
Arl ington from now to the year 2000.

The report stresses the need for a
partnership of government, business,
c i t izens,  c iv ic  associat ions and other
neighborhood groups. Trends to be
dealt with include: development
pressure, varied ethnic groups in the
populat ion, shif ts in service providers
to areas outside the County, school
system adjustments to changes in
population, and daytime population one-
third larger than residents.
t tChallengrestf include : preservation of
neighborhood l i fe, maintenance of a
quali ty education system serving al l
the populat ion, providing for publ ic
safety and public health, serving
frspecial populations" and development
of strategies. The group recommended
that strategies be developed to
concentrate on: (1) Neighborhood
concept ;  (21 Ar l ington ident i ty ;
( 3 ) Joint ventures vrith public and
private partnerships; ( 4 ) Government
mobi l izat ion;  and (5)  fndiv idual
involvement.

The recommendations of the report are
extensive and varied in scope and
approach. Copies wil l  be avai lable
from the County. The f inal rep:rt  wi l l
be the subject of a County Board
hearing on December 5.
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CA}IDIDATES I NIGITT IS A GRE,AT SUCCESS

The jo int  candidates '  n ight  organized
by Columbia Heights Civic Associat ion
and f ive other associat ions ( including
the BSCL ) on October 9 was weII
attended. Those who came heard Mary
Margaret Whipple give a "report card"
of her record in achieving the campaign
promj-ses she made four years ago in
such f ields as education, D€ighborhood
conservatiorl  r  control of development
and county services. Her opponent, Mr -
Donald Joseph f 'Joerr Hunter, described
his c iv ic  act iv i t ies when he l ived i -n
the Dist r ic t  of  Columbia,  and his
qual i f icat ions for  the j  ob he seeks.

Board Member AI Eisenberg explained
each of the four County bond issues on
the baI Iot ,  and the Board 's reasons for
suppor t ing  each.  (See las t  month fs
Barcroft News for coverage of the bond

e art icle below on the
l ibrary issue.  )  The discussion was
l iveIy and informal, and ranged well
beyond the bond issues alone.

As an added bonus, Mr. Warren
Stambaugh, our Representative to the
Virginia State House of Delegates, gave
a rundown of the proposed amendments to
the Virg in ia Const i tut ion.  There are
four, and they are basicaLly technical
in nature, relat ing to such matters as
the procedures for removing voters
from the rol ls i f  they do not vote for
four years running, and the abi l i ty of
the State to appeal court rul ings on
the admissabi l i ty  of  ev idence.  Mr.
Stambaugh also defended his recent vote
in favor of a State tax increase '
noting that he st i l l  hopes to legislate
re l ie f  on the sales tax on food,  and
that the funds ProvS-ded will be
cri t ical to the develoPment of
t ransportat ion fac i l i t ies i -n nor thern
VS.rg in ia,  inc luding a large increase in
Metro contr ibut ions.

Barcroft hopes to host the next joint

candidates' night in 1988 at our own
Civ ic House.

FRIEITDS OF ITIE LIBRARY TTRGE PASSAGE
OF LIBRARY BOIID W

As anyone can attest who has been in
the Central Library recently, unused
space to expand faci l i t ies is badly
needed. With increased usage over the
years the l ibrarY is straining to
provide enough seats f or patrorls r book
shel f  space,  access for  the
handicapped, staff  work sPace and
public meeting rooms.

Bob Hughes of the Friends of the
Arlington County LibrarY stated
recently that the Friends feel that the
expansion of the central l ibrary
faCi l i ty  is  necessary to provide re l ie f
from the l ibrary's cramped condit ions -
tf The library needs space to gfrow, tf says
Hughes. rrThe referendum on November
4 th  w i l l  ask  f o r  a  $10 .8  m i l l i on  bond
issue for  l ibrar ies.  The money wi l l
expand the central l ibrary and provide
f or addit ional parkir lg. "

Hank te jewski ,  President  of  the Fr iends
of  the t ibrary,  a lso has urged al l
Arl ington cit izens to vote in support
of the referendum to expand the librarY
fac i l i t i es .

Barbara Swart

(  Ed i to r ' s  no te :  Th is  a r t i c le  does  no t
represent a BSCL Posit ion. Nobody
submitted an article oPPosing the
library bonds ! )
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HATRLOOM INC.

Total Beauty Center
D E S I C N I X G  S T Y L E S  .  N A I L  A R T ' S T R Y  .  P E o I c U R E g

S X I N  A N A L Y S I S  .  T R E A T M E N T  .  \ N A X I N G  L A S H  T I N T

E}ODY WRaPPING ANc)  Masseoe SAUNA
Reulu  Beaurv  CARE PRor>rJcrs
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Bring in this ad for 1O% discor:nt on any selrrice.
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Barcrof t  I  s  Restaurants

TIIE PASIRY CONNECTION: A NE9f IIEIGHBOR

(As many of you already know, Barcroft
has two new neighborhood restaurants--
Forest  PLzza and The Pastry Connect ion.
This month our Anonymous Restaurant
Cr i t ic  rev iews The Pastry Connect ion.
Reviews of other neighborhood eateries
wi l l  fo l low !  )

Bi l led as a gourmet del i ,  bakery and
restaurant ,  The Pastry Connect ion is
located at  4815 Columbia Pike,  between
Hair loom and the Highs Diary Store.
What makes i t  special ,  EISide f rom the
wide variety of French/Vietnamese
pastr ies avai lable,  is  that  i t  provides
Barcrof t  res idents a local  p lace where
fr iends and neighbors can meet. Open
every day from 5 AVI to 9 PM, it is a
perfect  p lace for  a quick meal  before
or af ter  work n ds wel l  as a le isurely
coffee break during mid-morning and
af ternoon.

The bakery/del i  is  on the lef t .
Ir i  addit ion to the classic French
pastr ies avai lable ( neapoli tarrs r
ec la i rs  and cro issants to name a few)
there is a sampling of Vietnamese
confect ions as weI I .  Highl ights of
these include seserme bal1s , j  el Iy cakes
and mung bean cream cake.

To complement the generous array of
pastr ies there are 20 f lavors of  f resh
coffee beans, from the legendary and
very expensive Jamaica Blue Mountain to
decaf fe inated French Roast .

A quick survey of the restaurant side
of the Pastry Connection reveals an
interesting menu with a good selection
of  t radi t ional  Vietnamese fare.
Appet izers,  salads and entrees are
simi lar  to those found in Ar l ington's
bet ter  Vietnamese restaurants.  The
management has instal led a unique gri l l
arrangement which produces f ine gri l led
meats,  vrh i le  the sauces are del icate,
soups are nicely spiced with the
tradi t ional  celantro,  and every entree
seems to have i ts own l i t t le original
touch. The r ice served at the Pastry
Connection is the superior grade
sometimes known as tt long Antr r ice, a
tasty,  g lut inous r ice which st icks
together to make i t  easier to eat with
chopst icks.  For desert  there are the
bakery '  s  pas t r ies ,  o r  t rad i t iona l
cus tard .

The Pastry Connection seems well  on i ts
way to becoming a gathering place for
Barcrof t  res idents to get  together in  a
relaxed and informal atmosphere. The
staff is fr iendly and accommodating.
Instead of driving to Alexandria or
D.C. ,  why  no t  suppor t  a  Barc ro f t
business.  You'  11 be g lad you did !
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PI,ACE YOT'R WAITT AD HERE ! !

Beginning with the very next issue the
Barcroft News wil l  carry want ads from
members. You can advert ise your yard
sale , or get rfd of that white elephant
in your basement by advert ising to your
neighbors.  No phone cal ls  f rom
Rockvi l le by people who wil l  not qome
all the $tay over to see your o1d black
& white T\/!  No legions of strangers
from who-knows-wher€, just your own
Barcrof t  neighbors.  Catch:  you must
be a member to place an ad. The Good
News: Tbe f irqt a4 is Ifee__togf
member.
have your free ad immediately.
Addit ional ads wil l  be $5 for t ,hree
I ines.  Catch #22 You must  br ing your
ad to the BSCL meeting ( f i rst Thursday
of  every month,  800 South Buchanan St . ,
7 :30  PM)  .  f t  w i l l  appear  in  the  nex t
issue of  the Barc@, which wi l l
be received, Uy mee weeks
after you submit the ad. ( r f  you have
some very good reason for being unable
to come to the BSCL meeting, send your
ad w i th  a  ne ighbor ,  o r  ca l l  52L-20.80
for  spec ia l  d ispensat ion .  H in t :
watching M*A'IS*H is not a very good
reason.  )

Br ing your f i rs t  ad to the meet ing.  on
November 6. You might even want to
stay around to hear what we need to do
to preserve our neighborhood !
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VOTT'IqTEERS NEEDED FOR TIIE BLIITD

Performing simple tasks l ike reading
the mai l ,  going grocery shopping,  or
gett ing to a medical appointment can
involve unique di f f icu l t ies for  a
v isual ly  impaired or  b l ind person.

You can help a l lev iate many concerns of
the v isual ly  handicapped c i t izens in
your area by of fer ing as l i t t1e as one
hour per week as a volunteer with the
Virginia Department for the Visual ly
Handicapped.  I f  you are interested in
vo lun tee r i ng ,  p l ease  ca l1  979 -3415 .

ACAP NEEDS YOT'R OLD FT'RNITT'RE

Do you have any furnj_ture you no ionger
need? CaI l  Ar l ington County '  s  Ci t izen
Assistance and Informat ion Off ice at
558-2L05 and ask for  the SOFA project
coordinator. The soFA project arranges
for pick-up and subseguent del ivery of
used and surplus furniture ( no
appliances, please ) to needy Arl j .ngton
residents.  The furn i ture or  carpeis
should be in serv iceable condi t ion.
This project is administered by ACAP
(Arlington Community Action erograffi ,
L4L5 S.  Queen Street)  and is  supported,
by the Ar l ington par ish Counci1.  

-

BOOK DISCUSSTON GROT'P

A book discussion group has been formed
under the auspices of the Friends of
the Arl ington County Library. The
group meets at the Central l ibrary
meeting room each month for a l ively
discussion of a chosen book which each
discussj.on group member reads before
the meetirrg. Recent choices have
included a wide variety of f ict ion and
non-f ic t ion books f rom classics to
current  best-sel Iers.  The book for  the
November 24 meeting is Crime and
Puqiqhmen! by Dostoevsky" The December
m e l r r i son  Ke i I I o r ' s  Lake
Wobegon Davs.

The Book Discussion Group meets on the
fourth Monday of each month at 8 pM in
the Centra l  L ibrary meet ing room. Cal l
Dore Morse at 524-8622 for more
information about the group.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * *  * * * * *
*
* PffiA^SE REMEMBER 11O TEIL THE GOOD*
* UERCHA}ITS TIHO ADVERTTSE IN TTIE*
* BAREROHI NEWS TTIAT YOU SAI{ ITIETR*
* AD IIERE. TIIATIS MIE OIILY WAY*
* TTIHT CAIT KNOI{ TF THEY ARE*
* REACHTNG BARCROFT PAIRONS! !*
* * :t :t :t * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

WE RENT THE THINGS YOU NEED
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VIDEO DEN OF ARLINGTON

Arl ington Forest Shopping Center

4809 N. First Street
Arf  ington, Virginia 22203

Debbie and Terry Lee

{703) 243-2422

Arlington, VA 243-2122



rN UEltORrAl[r wILLrNl BLIIIIDELL

Former President of the Barcroft
Schoo1 and Civic League Wil l iam M.
Blundell passed ahray on September
L9 ,  L986.  The BSCI  has  sent  a
Ietter of condolence to his family.

USED HEARING AIDS NEEDED

The Washington Hearing and Speech
Society provides used hearing aids to
persons who cannot afford the cost of a
new hearing aid. Anyone who donates a
hearing aid is gi-ven an acknowledgrment
letter and a receipt for the donation.
Donors can either deposit the hearing
aid in one of  the local  col lect ion
boxes or mail the aid to the Washington
Hear ing and Speech Society,  L934
Calver t  Street ,  NW, Washington,  DC
20009. Donors should include their
name, address and telephone number so
that they can receive their recej.pt.
For  in fo rmat ion ,  p lease ca lL  255-7335.

- 5 -r 
HIDTNG IIIDDEN OAKS, OR SOI{EITIING
TTIERE IS I{HICH DOES NOtr LIKE A}I

UGLY BRIEK V'ALL

At the October meeting of the BSCI one
of the topics discussed was the
surprise request by the developers of
the Hidden Oaks townhouse development
on Pershing Drive to the County
Planning Commission for  a s i te p lan
amendment. The amendment would have
permitted the developer to build a 5 to
7 foot hiqh brick wall  along South
Pershing Drive in front of the compl€X,
and to put up two 2 X 10 foot
ident i f icat ion s igns at  the entrance.

Af ter  d iscussion,  the BSCL members
present at the meeting voted to oppose
the change because of concerns about
appearance and safety. The wall  did
not seem architectural ly consistent
with the townhouses' behind it, and the
design struck some members as
singularly ugly. Some guestioned why
this development would waII i tself  off
from our neighborhood and be the only
such eyesore in Barcrof t .  The wal l '  s
close proximity to the sidewalk raised
the question of obstructing sightl ines
as t raf f ic  ex i ts  and enters the
compl€x, and the problem encountered
every winter when icing of the hi l l
catches some poor unsuspecting motorist
sl iding uncontrol lably up onto the
curb. Fina1ly, some noted that i t
would have been appropriate for the
developer to consult with the
neighborhood civic associat i .on, the
BSCL, pr ior  to request ing the s i te p lan
amendment. (I t  should be noted that
this discussion $ras probably f  lavored
by lingering resentment from the
destruction of trees on the site which
were supposed to be left  intact. Those
part icular oaks are well  hidden
i-ndeed. )

The BSCL sent a letter to the Planning
Commission expressing the concerns of
our members and asking that the request
be denied. Before the vote by the
Planning Commission, however, dD
attorney for the developer contacted
BSCL President lra Belcher about the
neighborhood opposition, and the
request was withdra$rn. We are hopeful
that any future site plan changes at
Hidden Oaks wil l  be discussed in a
cooperative way with the neighborhood
by the developer before they are
off icial ly proposed to the County.

C E R T I F I E C I  W A T C H  F I E F A T F I I N G  J E \ r u F L R Y  R E F A I R S

O I A M O N D E I  R E 5 E T  E N G R A V I N G

IVERNI]R .!EhII]LERS

l)i.,rr.o.,Ju - \'V..t"|,"u J.r*.|"y - S;lrr"rydre

Use Orr Convenient lay Ar:ay Pl^m for Christsas.

C O L U M B I A  P I K E  S H O P F T N C  C E N T E R

5 o r 3  c o L u M B r A  r : r K E  P H o N t  6 7  1 - 4 4 6 Q

A R L I N G T o N I  v A  2 2 2 o 4  \ A / E R N E R  6 T A R G A R D T

Randy Swart
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CAI,EITDAR OF SVENTS FOR NOVEITBER

4 Tues. Eleclion Day - VOTE. Barcroft School 6AM-7PM.
ffis.

AND Barcroft PTA Bake Sale. Barcroft Schoo1 7AM until
@bout voting in Barcroft!

6 Thurs. Barcroft School and Civic Leaque lieeting 7:30 PM
Program: Neighborhood Conservation Program.
Corununity House, 800 S. Buchanan Info 558-2838

15 Sat .  County Board Meet ing.  9AM. Telev ised.  In fo 558-2251.

18 Tues. Barcroft School PTA General Meetinq - Positive
Pat terns for  Learning.  7:30 PM fnformat ion 920-6423.

19 Wed. Track a Turkey. For 8-L2 yr. oIds. Gulf Branch Nat.
Center ,  2:30-4 PM. Reservat ions requi red 558-2340.

24 Mon. 899ts DL*gss.Lgnj . Arlington County Library.
ff iunishment. tnto i24-9622-.

25 Tues- Columbia Pike Revitalization Orqanization. 7:30 PM
ffi

27 Thurs Arlington Countv Leaf Collection. Info 558-232L
until
Dec 30

ARLINGTON
talcolm's

Automodve
Technofogfcal Center

" Atttotn o bi I o M ai nte n an c e
is Our Rrofassrbn"

ESTABUSF|ED tgf{t
Ar€o'! Uost Corflp|cte

Dlagnoeilc etd Ropelr Conbl

utilizing the Mct Modem Diagnostic
Equipment

.t f -.&-
W ' L r u

cffiffi

.iTf,
@l

Arg'qcl'
rsb Fr-

DOMESTP ATID ilOST |nFOtrTS
TAIOR ATTD 9trrcR REPAIR

tlO0f Cofumbfa Plkc
Arffngilon, YA UAIfU|

ftBlsltf -7:769 (710) 52I-7f 68
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AROT'ITD lUE }IEIGHBORIIOOD

BARCROEI I S BICYCLE ROTITES

Barcrof t  is  one of  Ar l ington I  s  best
neighborhoods for bicycl ing. I t  is
b lessed w i th  qu ie t  s t ree ts ,  l i t t le
t raf f ic  few real ly  bad hi I ls .  As the
cool days of faII  progress, You may
want to get out your bike and explore !

Our neighborhood has major bicycle
routes on al l  four edges. The
Arlington Boulevard route on our
northern boundary runs all the way in
to Rosslyn i f  you are head,ed f or DC.
With a litt1e zLggLng and zaggLng for
the Carl in Springs gonstructi-on you can
go to Seven Corners and beyond almost
to the Beltway to the west. This route
is handy for gett ing places, but lacks
something in peace and quiet, since i t
is next to the Boulevard.

On our east is George Mason Drive.
This cross-county route is often used
by cycl ists despite i ts narrowness and
heavy traff ic between Wilson and
Arl ington Boulevards. When you are
returning to Barcroft from the south i t
is a nice $ray to avoid the steep hi l ls
on Buchanan or the other routes comi.ng
up from Four Mile Run valIey.

Ninth Street  South/Wakef ieLd/8th Rd.  is
our southern route, connecting with an
on-street bicycle route which runs al l
the way to Fort MYer, Arl ington
Cemetery and Memorial Bridge. This is
without doubt the best bicycle contmuter
route into DC from our neighborhood,
and is  wel l -used by Barcrof t  cyc l is ts .

At i ts other end, the Ninth Street
route connects with the Star of
Barcroft Cycl ing the two trai ls
which run the length of Four Mile Run.
One is Arlington Countyt s Four Mile Run
t ra i l ,  bu i l t  back  i n  t he  L950 ' s  when
parks people wondered if there would be
any real  demand for  b icycle fac i l i t ies.
I t  s t i l l  provid,es the essent ia l  l inks
for Barcroft famil ies to reach the
quiet parks and playgrounds along Four
Mile Run, but has been overshadowed by
its big brother, the Washington and Old
Dominion Trai l  (The W&OD).  You can
ride this beauti ful paved trai l  al l  the
way to Leesburg, or in the other
direct ion (with a l i t t le zLggtng and
zaggLng) down to National Airport and
the Mount Vernon trai l .  The W & OD can
lead you to :  450 w iLd f lowers ,  woods,
f ie lds ,  fa rms,  ponds ,  mode l  ra i l roads ,

old rai lroad stat ions, and a number of
regional and local parks. The total
d is tance to Leesburg is  34 mi les.

What else does Barcroft need in the way
of  b icycle t ra i ls? The Ar l ington
Boulevard t ra i l  forces the cycl is t
head.ed. for Thomas Jefferson Community
Center to cross George Mason Drive, the
entrance to Arl ington Hall ,  and Glebe
Road at bad intersections. The BSCL
bas proposed that this be improved when
the State Department takes over
ArU-ngton HaIl .  Our proposal uses the
exist ing pedestr ian underpass under
George Mason Dri.ve to l ink Barcroft
with Second Street South at Glebe Road.
This would permit many Barcroft
residen{s ana those f iom further out
who use the Arl ington Boulevard trai l
to  e l iminate a hazard,  a h i l l  or  a long
detour to reach the Fort Myer / *lington
Cemetery route into the Distr ict.

Further information and maps of
Ar l ington t ra i ls  are avai lable f rom the
County by cal l ing 558 -2336 or  the
Washington Area Bicycl is t  Associat ion
(  54  4-5349 l -  .

One f inal word of caution: beauti ful
fa l l  days br ing out  the b icycl is t  in
al l  o f  us,  and the resul t  is  busy
trai ls. Take care that you stay to the
right and warn pedestr ians of your
coming, and be sure to keep your speed
to reasonable leve1s.  Above a1l ,  wear
a b icycle helmet.  Even on t ra i ls ,  a
helmet is the essential bicycle
accessory .

Happy riding !

BARCROM SUPPC'RTS PARADE

BSCL members who attended Arl ingtonrs
Columbus Day parade were proud to see
the programrs acknowledgment of the
contr ibution which Barcroft makes each
year to the event. I t  is nice to see
our neighborhood in print !

LEAF COLf,'ECTTON BEGINS

Arl ington County' s faII  leaf col lect ion
begins this year on October 27.
Collect ions wil l  continue unti l
December 30. For information on the
schedule for your street cal l
5 5 8 - 3 2 3 L .
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