
BAMGM@F'ff
mEw$

WELCOME!

The Barcroft News is Your neighborhood
newsletter. I t  is Produced bY Your
neighborhood civic associat ion, the
gariroft  School and Civic League. This
month we changed to a new format, and
expanded the mail ing l ist.  We hope you

l ike i t  !

For many Years Arl ington has been
organizea-into neighborhood civic
asiociat ions to make local  decis ions
and give advice to the Arlington county
Aoard. The BSCL is one of those
assoc ia t ions .  In  1908 the  League 's
members bui l t  the Barcroft Civic House
at 800 South Buchanan Street (which now
also houses St .  Georges Bulgar ian
Orthodox Church). The League is act ive
on local issues such as street l ights '
t raf f ic  s ignals,  potholes '  s idewalk
repaif,s r pirks, and bui lding permits '

I t  also. represents the neighborhood on

broad,er issues such as the future of
Ar l ington Hal I ,  f i re stat ion re locat ion
and the renewal of Columbia Pike.
Interested neighbors Provide the
Leaguef  s v i ta l i tY,  so i f  You want  to
change this l i t t Ie corner of the world
just come to the next meeting 9T pick

up your phone and call anyone listed in
ttr is newsletter. We t re your neighbors '
and hte would love to hear f rom You.
you can make a d i f ference in Barcrof t .

The BSCL meets at the Community House
on the f irst Thursday of each month.
Meetings are small  and fr iendly. They
feature a sPeaker on a toPic of
neighborhood interest - The next
meeting will be on SePtember 4 ' We
would al l  be pleased to see you there '

To contr ibute ar t ic les,  car toons or
just  p la in advice to th is  newslet ter '
6a11 i ,andy Swart at 52L'2080. To add
an upcoming event to the l ist ing cal l
Anne Nol I  i t  892-6 '7L0.  To advert ise
here,  cal l  Karen Duf f  at  979'2422 '  We

hope you wil l  enjoy the new Barcroft
Neils. 

-  
I f  You do, Please send in Your

dues of $2 per person today to ensure
that you remain on our mail ing l ist '

MEMBERSHIP

Now is the time for those of You who

are already BSCL membefs I and for new

members to jo in for  the L986-87 year
( September to June ) , to send in Your
i"" i  with the form on page four. Again

this year the BSCI has kept dues as low

. i  po3sib le--only $2 per person.  There

are good reasons to j  oin nobt:

* I t  shows Your interest in the
neighborhood.

* I t  gives You a vote in BSCL
elec t ions .

* I t  ensures that the fr iendly '
informative Barcroft News wil l  keep
coming to Your doorsteP.

* I t  means that we wil l  not knock on
your door asking You to join!

Please take a minute now to Put Your
name on the attached form and mail it
to  the BSCL's membership chairman '
Kathryn Vi l legas,  Et  4301 Columbi 'a
Pike,  Ar l ington 22204.  You are a lso
welcome to join at any meeting of the

League. We need your support to keep
the Barcrof t  neighborhood spi r i t  a l ive
and well  .  Please j  oin today !



ARLINGTON HALL RBPORT

Arl ington HalL is  the Army base wi th
the high fence on the easl ( oc ) side ofGeorge Mason Dr ive.  r t  was a rocal
womensf  co l lege un t i l  wor ld  war  r i .

I l t "  Army w i r r  vacate  the  s i re  in  19g9.
The state Department wilr  take over
most  of  i t  as the new s i te of  the
Foreign serv j .ce rnst i tute (  rsr  i l  the
!{q+" ing center  for  Foreign Serv ice
of f icers.  The Defense Department wir l
keep 15 acres a long the e ist  s ide of
George Mason Dr ive.  Ar l ington County
may be a110wed use of the part west ofGeorge Mason,  w i th in  Barcro f t .

For  more than a year Barcrof t  res idents
have been invotvea in meet ings- ;e-
public hearings on the p. lans for
Arl ington Hall .  Many of you were among
the hundreds who turned out for one or
more of  these meet ings,  par t icu la i rv
the decisive Arl ington county Board
meeti-ng in Apri 1 .  There the" goard
noted the large number of "Barcroit  B,,
nametags present and decided that i t
would not  put  the county 's  new centra lpol ice fac i l i ty  on the iarcel  wesi  of
George l t lason. Thanks to al l  those who
turned out. to support the neighboihood !
rt  was a n. i .ce show of unity ana means agreat deal to those who l ive next to
!h. property. The Board approved, plans
Igr a park as recommended lrt the s3cl .f ! "  pol ice stat ion wi l l  be located
close to the Court House. The County
staff has now Presented, to Fsr theproposars for  recreat ional  and park land
uses which the Board approved,.

fn late June,  a pre l iminary s i te
development plan was submil, tea to FSr
by an outs ide consul tant .  The
preliminary plan recommend,ed that
br+ld ings pe kept  low (under 45 feet)
and that the natural appearance of the
site be enhanced by t<ei ir ing exist ing
trees and creating several small  porra=
and a stream. where possi-ble ,  

-""Err i i tv

needs may be satisf ied wiuroui high
fences .  some recrea t ionar  fac i r i t ies
are l . ike1y. The report did not
recommend that the stone women,s
col lege bui ld ings be preseived.  The
seven aeres  w i th in  Barcro f t ,  wes t  o f
George Mason Drive, were suggested as asi te f  or  possib le iuture i i r raent
houslng , although i t  is not clear whenor i . f  th is  would be bui l t .

Ih i :  p lan is  now being used as the
basis f  or an arch.i . tecfur" i  desigr, 

-

compet i t ion.  FS.T wi l l  se lect  aprel imin3Ty design proposal ,  and wiI. ldecide which archi tect" r i i  f i rm wi l r  beasked to design the new f i " i l i ty .  
- -

fn addi t ion ro the FSf fac i l i ty ,  theNationa-l Guard wants to use the 15
acres of  the s i - te a l0ng the east  s ide
of George Mason which [ne 

-Army 
wir l

keep fo r  an  o f f i ce  bu i ld ing .  r ts
s ta tus  is  less  c lear ,  s ince  i t  i s  no tpart  of  the FSf design proeess.  TheNat ional  Guard has saia-  i t  wishe=- i "
make the p*i lding compatib.re w.i-th therest  of  the s i te,  but  the fence atong
George Mason would probably remain.

The comm.i-ttee on community concerns
wil . l  be in contact with c6ngressman
WoI f ' s  o f f i ce ,  Federa l  and County
agenc ies  as  th is  p rocess  cont inu6s .
For informat ion o i  to register  your
v iews ,  ca l l  pa t  Roach a t  g2o. -  g  13  r .  .

COTUMBTA PTKE REVTTALTZATTON BEGTNS

A coa l i t i on  o f  c i v i c  assoc ia t i ons ,
businesse:. _and property owners arong
columbia pike has formed the columni.
Pike Revi tar izat ion organizat ion (  Cpno
or t tsee-pro, t  f  or  short  )  to promote the
renewal 0f the columbia Pike area.

Th. group grew out of an earl ier task
force.  r t  wi r l  implement the task
force '  s  recommendal ions,  incruaing land
use ,  zon. lD9,  s t reetscaping,  park i r rg andparks.  cpRo wi l l  concentrate on the
area f rom Oak St .  to Randolph Street .
Although th. i-s does not incfuae
Barcrof t ,  the benef i ts  of  sprucing up
the area wi l l  be enjoyed by a l l .

The f irst issue ra. i .sed by the group is
? request to the county Board [o mltcn
i ts  funds  on  a  1 - to -1  uas is .  For  more
in fo rmat . i -on  ca l l  Anne No. l l  (gg2_G710)
or  Susan Sarcone (920-g131 )  ,  who are
the BSCL's representat ives to cpRo, or
come to the Barcroft school and civic
League meeting on september 4 to hear
Ralph Perrino, pres.i .dent of CPRO, speak
on hovr columbia pike wirr be changei
and how that affects Barcroft .  

-



AROUND THE NEIGHBORHOOD

By Kathy Kerr

Looking f or ad,venture? f t '  s close by
in our neighborhood. On foot or by
bicycle, we are only minutes from some
of Ar l ington'  s  n icest  outdoor areas.

An easy entrance to Four Mile Run park
l ies  a t  the  west  end o f  9 th  S t .  South .
Turning r ight on the bike path wil l
lead you to a nice playground, a short
cut to Lubber Run Nature Center, some
fun bridges and ideal spots to throw
rocks in the stream ( a favorite pastime
of  our  3-year-o1d and his Dad.  )  The
path leads on to other  Ar l ington parks.
You can go al l  the way to Leesburg ! !

why not pack a picnic lunch and go to
Alcova Heights Parr at George Mason Dr.
and 8th St ,  South.  Here you wi l l  f ind
a popular basketbal l  court,  playground
equipment,  p icnic tables,  more br idges
and Doctor t  s Run, a meandering stream.

What may be the BEST playground in
Arl ington is found behind the Unitarj-an
Church at the corner of Ar^ington Blvd.
and George Mason Dr. f t  is hidden by a
taII wooden fence which also keeps the
kids wi th in a smal l  but  del ight fu l
area.  The church preschool  welcomes
community use of the playground when
their school is not usi-ng i t .  Weekends
are a very popular  t ime.  I t  I  s  a great
way to meet neighborhood famil ies i

Donf t  forget  Barcrof t  Elementary School
on S.  Wakef ie ld St .  which has both p lay
equipment and f ields.

If  you look closely between the homes
at  4L5 and 500 S.  Ab ingdon St . ,  yo l l
wi l l  f ind a small  paved path leading
down the h. i-11. (the dog on your left  is
restra ined by an inv is ib le e lectronic
fence.  )  At  the bot tom is  a br idge and,
yes,  another st ream, Go up the h i l t  on
the other s ide,  le f t  on Aberdeen St .
and you wi.ll f. i.nd another entrance to
Four Mile Run park. Why not take a
stro l l  or  a jog,  meet  some neighbors
and en j  oy the vreatl :er as i t  cools of f  ? !

By  b ike ,  s t ro l le r  o r  on  foo t  - - there  is
plenty to enj  oy in Barcrof t .  Take the
kids, your neighbor or the dog and have
some fun exploring !

* * * * * * * * * * * *  * *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
* *
* EDITOR RETIRES FOR I^TEIL-EARNED REST *
* *
*  Tonie Copeland,  edi tor  of  the *
,t  Barcrof t  News f or the last eight *
t f  years and a never-t ir ing volun- *
* teer who has contr ibuted many *
)k hours to BSCI act iv i t ies ,  has *
* ret ired af ter the June news - ' t
*  l e t t e r .  *
* : t

*  We  w i l l  m i ss  Ton ie ' s  hand  a t  *
*  the helm. Eight  years is  a *
* very long t ime for an editor to *
*  serve,  and we aI I  feel  that  *
*  Tonie deserves a tot  of  recogni-  *
*  t ion for  her  contr ibut ion !  *
* *
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * :t * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * )t * * * *
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