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Everyone is invited to the
Barcroft Holiday Party
Thursday December 2

7:00 PM
At the BSCL Community House

Featuring:
o Music by our Barcroft neighbors

o Sing-a-long songs of the season firom different cultures
* Refieshments

* And, ifwe have all been good, a special visitor

dressed in red!

If you like, bring cookies or treats to share!

Children should be accompanied by an adull.
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Barcroft News Staff

Editor & Kathy Kerr, 892-6458
Neighborhood News editor@bscl.org
Publisher / Mailing Linda Webb
linda@bscl.org
703-969-6373

Jim Kerr, 892-6458
Jim@bscl.org

Advertising Mgr.

News Deadline: 15th day of the month preceding

the issue month.

BSCL Officers for 2009—2010

President Bryant Monroe, 271-0944
Bryant@bscl.org

Barbara Clemens
barbaraC@BSCL.org
Jennifer Lis
Jennifer@bscl.org

Gary Lefebvre, 521-0184
Gary@bscl.org

Teresa Saunders
Teresa@bscl.org

Peg Lefebvre, 521-0184
Peg@bscl.org

Jim Kerr, David Michaelson
Mike Behringer, Pat Williamson

Vice President
Recording Secy.
Treasurer

Corres. Secy.
Membership Secy.

Board Members

Contacts and Committees
Community House Barbara Swart
Rental Mgr. barcrofthouserental @yahoo.com

Restoration
Fundraising
Landscaping
Traffic Committee
4th of July Parade
Columbia Pike

David Michaelson, Jim Kerr
Chris Ditta
Scott Brinitzer, 892-0308
Heidi Wicker
Andrew Hunter, 979-8247
Bryant Monroe, 271-0944
Bryant@bscl.org
Demeter House Darlene Mickey
Crime vacant
Parks Shelley Fichtner, 486-0856
Shelley@bscl.org
Shirley Gay
Signs David Peacefull
Parking Committee vacant
Volunteers vacant
Volunteers@bscl.org
Randy Swart, 521-2080
randy@bscl.org

Web Master &
NCAC Rep

Arlington County Civic Federation
Delegates Eric Harold, Randy Swart,
Pat Williamson, Jim Kerr
Karen Darner, David Michelson,
Elaine Squeri, Mark Wigfield

Alternates

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: WWW.bscl.org

Neighbor to Neighbor Ads

FOR SALE: Men's black leather coat, size XL, zip-out Thin-
sulate lining, above knee length, belted, $90 OBO. Very good
cond. Call Sharon, 703-819-5791

FOR SALE: Fiestaware tea set, sea mist (discontinued),
service for 4, $180. Maryland Terrapins dartboard set, solid
wood, $100. atecsonl@verizon.net, 703-271-8448.

Mother's Helper —6th grader would love to do any odd jobs
you can think of! Rebecca Bean 703-553-4093
beccab50@gmail.com

Mother's Helper and Pet Sitter - 6th grader, (includes:
taking out trash and watering plants) Call Tyler LaPointe at
703-979-1083 or 703-585-8507

Vacation-related help—Responsible teen can water plants,
bring in the paper and mail, care for pets, mow lawn, handle
trash cans, etc. Dylan Vega 703-271-5987
dylanrvega@gmail.com

Alexandra’s Babysitting - teen available week nights and
weekends. Alexandra @ 703-892-6712

Babysitter - 11th grader available after school and
weekends. Please call Jenna at 703-685-1071

Teenage Babysitter - Week nights and weekends:
Sarah @ 703-521-8756

Babysitter: Red Cross certified 10th grader available.
Call Abby at 703-892-1090

Babysitter --6th grader , Red Cross certified.
Jenny Claure 703-998-5338

Rebekah's Pet Care (walking, feeding, sitting)
703-521-8756.

Yard Work: Teen available for mowing, raking and other
yard work. Call Thomas at 703-979-5838

Babysitter: 16 year old for evenings and weekends.
Call Allison 703-979-5838

Ongoing Need: Baby items, books, educational toys, house-
hold items etc for the Even Start Program at Barcroft School.
Call Jenny Lindenauer at 703-228-8846
or email: jennifer_lindenauer@apsva.us

Barcroft Community Playgroup 9:30-11:30am Friday
mornings at the Community House. Contact Jenny Ditta
chrisnjenny4@comcast.net or Jason Kiker

jkiker@gmail.com, or just stop by!
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BSCL President’s Report

By Bryant Monroe

November was indeed a busy month in
Barcroft. The house burning on 8" Street S
was a topic of much discussion. At our
November BSCL meeting, we adopted a
resolution asking the Arlington County
Board and staff to rescind the County’s
policy of permitting the Fire Department to
burn houses in residential neighborhoods. )
(Please see Randy Swart’s article on page 8
of this issue.) The fire received consider-
able news media coverage in the Sun Ga-
zette, on the Channel 4 (NBC) and 9 (CBS)
local news. Kudos to Scott Brinitzer for
his articulate comments on camera that
captured our neighborhood concerns. And
kudos to Randy Swart for his solid re-
search and the sound policy he worked into
the resolution. We will be following up on
this effort so that we and other Arlington
neighborhoods can avoid the hazards of the
burning process and the remaining ruins.
Stay tuned.

We had a very informative presentation
from Barcroft Elementary School Principal
Miriam Hughey Guy. She shared an im-
pressive story of their achievements and
the continuing progress being made with
our young students. The conversation also
focused on the parking and traffic issues.
The result was a resolution asking for
County support on finding ways to make
the busy times on Wakefield Street work
better, and to help teachers and staff find

parking. Your ideas and help are most
welcome. Ms. Hughey-Guy invited us to
convene a future BSCL meeting at the
school, highlighted by a tour of this very
successful educational program. We’ll get
it scheduled and continue this impor-

tant partnership.

Things are busy on the County government
front, with the Pike Housing Study going
into high gear and early efforts to think
about a tight budget process in the year
ahead. The Housing Study will be looking
at plans to shape the evolution of residen-
tial neighborhoods along the Pike in light
of the market forces and decisions by lar-
ger property owners in the years to come.
As you may recall, last year the BSCL
weighed in regarding proposed cuts to
community policing. 1 suspect we’ll want
to weigh in on issues as the hard budget
decisions are considered.

My final words this month are to get to our
Winter Holiday meeting early —or risk
standing in the back!
Last year it was standing
room only for a great
evening of music and
great neighbors on Thurs- 3
day Dec. 2. It starts at
7:00 PM, earlier than our
usual meeting time of
7:30.

Happy holidays to all!
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""Donate To Renovate' Campaign Update

Make Your Tax-Deductible
Contribution

Before Year Ends
By Chris Ditta

As of mid-November, 162 families have
contributed to the Barcroft Community
House Renovation Fund. Thank you so
much for your generosity! At roughly
$13,000 collected, we need each of you to
help us reach our $40,000 goal. There is
still plenty of time in this calendar year to
send in your contribution - fully tax de-
ductible - to renovate our very own regis-
tered historical landmark.

In the next few months, volunteers will be
going door-to-door to request your partici-
pation in the community fundraiser. Keep
an eye out for the Hot Chocolate stand as
well. We will soon be printing Barcroft
Map T-Shirts too!

To recap, the interior of the Barcroft Com-
munity House will be renovated to in-
crease energy efficiency and to help the
Community House Go Green. We

will replace the ceiling and walls to in-
crease aesthetic charm and acoustics, and
also update electrical and lighting.

PLEASE HELP!

Make Checks Payable to:
Barcroft Community House Fund

Mail Donations to:

BSCL c/o Gary Lefebvre, Treasurer

812 S. George Mason Dr., Arlington, VA
22204-1555

For Questions or Concerns:

Please contact Chris Ditta, Chair of the
Community House Renovation Fundraising
Committee at (202) 258-1240.

For Fundraiser Details
www.bscl.org/fundraiser.htm

For Complete Renovation History
www.bscl.org/renovate.htm

For Community House Rental
www.bscl.org/bch _rent.htm

kkkhkkhkhkkihkkhkhhkkhkhhkkihkhkhhkkihkhihkkihhiikiixk

Try Yoga and Help the
Community House!

Yoga and Qigong classes are offered
Tuesday, Dec. 14 with your donations for
the classes going to help improve our
Community House. All levels of experi-
ence, including absolute beginner, are wel-
come. The 45 minute Qigong session be-
gins at 7 PM. Yoga class starts at 8PM and
will also be 45 minutes
long. The gatherings are
taught by Paul and Nancy
Rischard who have
offered classes at
Barcroft since 2003.

7
&
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Glencarlyn Park at Columbia Pike

Barcroft Snow Brigade

By Kimberley Marchant

On Oct. 6th, a group of neighbors
gathered to review the proposed ) /ﬂ? %
concept for the Glencarlyn Park at

Columbia Pike and Four Mile Run. The budget and
a draft concept are approved but we wanted to re-
visit some of the key features before the project
moves on to final design.

As currently proposed by the Parks Department, the
new park is to combine environmental features of
the area while encouraging new users to use a safer
space. We confirmed that we like the new ideas that
promote better sight lines into the park, using native
plantings in bioretention areas, and new places for
resting whether walking or biking. The concept also
proposes a loop trail that branches off of the
W&OD to bring bikers/users on an alternative route
to the sidewalk at Columbia Pike and “game space”
such as chess tables. See more details about the
proposed concept at www.bscl.org

Our group is asking Parks staff to work with us to
revisit the loop trail and the play element ideas, so
we can best meet the needs of the existing and new
park users that we want to attract.

We are putting forth some ideas such as incorporat-
ing a "natural playscape" that would feature open-
ended, creative natural play structures that would
echo the environmental features of the park. We
propose a cycling path loop for slow cycling/
blading/skating and for teaching new W&OD users
to ride safely. Both of these elements would be
unique to Arlington and our area.

There will be a special meeting about the revised
concept for the park on December 15 at 7:30 p.m.
at the Community House. If you have any ques-
tions or comments, we'd love to hear from you: con-
tact Kimberley at kimberley.marchant@gmail.com
and Elizabeth Kiker at 703-216-9728
elizabeth.kiker@gmail.com

Do you need help clearing your snowy sidewalks?
The noble Barcroft Snow Brigade is here to help.
More volunteers are needed to shovel and plow.
Thank you to Randy Swart for years of
organizing the Brigade. Thank you to Sharon
Tope for taking on the task.

Barcroft has 2 snowblowers provided by the
County. Jim Kerr has one. Randy has the other
one--but he now needs someone to take it over.
Can you help?

For more info, to volunteer
for snow clearing or to
indicate your need for help
with shoveling, contact
Sharon Tope
stope2@comcast.net
703-920-2567

PETRONA
CLEANING SERVICE

We Offer:
— Prompt Professional Services

— Houses, Townhouses, Apartments
— Guaranteed Low Prices
— References

Call Petrona at:
703-753-8287 or 703-209-3766 (cell)

7
Holcomb Gray Decor 8:’;\3_,_
Taking Intimidation out of interiors i A\
Fannie Gray . e N
4458 1st Place South & N\~ |
Arlington, VA 22204 ~7 7! /
703-302-5222 oy
Cell: 571-232-4507 7 )
Fanster.Fanster@verizon.net 0 {‘\":'

www.holcombgraydecor.com
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What’s Happening at Barcroft Elementary—December 2010

By Jenny Ditta

Many thanks to all of our Barcroft neighbors
who linked their Harris Teeter VIC cards
to Barcroft Elementary school. Barcroft
has linked 3002 cards and earned over
$8300 so far in this year’s campaign. We
appreciate your support! If you have linked
your VIC card to Barcroft, please keep
purchasing Harris Teeter brand products
from now until May, 2011.

There are many interesting events happening
at Barcroft in December, and we invite you
to join in the fun! Attend our weekly
Monday Mornin’ Movers exercise
program. Weather permitting, families and
students meet at the outdoor track, and
walk and run from 8:30 — 8:50 a.m. This
month, the Monday Mornin’ Movers will
meet on December 6th and 13t

During the month of December, 5th
Graders will host a Toys and Games Col-
lection Drive. Barcroft teachers use games
and toys as learning tools in the class-
room. If you have educational toys or board
games that you no longer use, please donate
them to the school. Also in December,
Barcroft’s Gitls on the Run team will par-
ticipate in a 5K Reindeer Romp Run on
Saturday, December 4th. The team has
been training for the race since October.
Wish them good luck, and let’s hope the
weather is less wintry for this year’s race!

Other highlights in December include a
PTA-sponsored Holiday Shop on Satur-
day, December 11th, scheduled from 9:00
a.m. — 12:00 p.m. Children have a chance to
do some secret holiday shopping with Mom
and Dad or a personal shopper. The
personal shopper will assist the children in
finding presents for everyone on their

list. All budgets can be accommodated.
Last year, there were a variety of items to
choose from between 25 cents - $3.00, and a
limited number of items sold for more than
$10.00.

With the end of the second quarter, Barcroft
Elementary will host a Leonardo Learning
Day on Thursday, December 16th, from
9:15 a.m. — 2:45 p.m. Throughout the day,
each grade will have an Open House for
students, families, and other important visi-
tors to see what students have learned this
quarter. That evening, the 4th Grade will
host a 4th Grade Leonardo da Vinci

Fair. Please join us! Barcroft will begin
Winter Break on Friday, December

17th. School resumes Monday, January
3rd.

For more information, visit the school’s
website at:

www.apsva.us/15452010312423667/site/
default.asp.
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Wakefield High School

4k

The Wakefield March-
ing Warriors earned an
"Excellent” rating at

the VBODA marching

|
n n band competition held
>

= on Oct. 30. This was

Everyone is invited to the
Winter Concert
Tuesday, December 14
7 pm in the auditorium.

43
|

>

|
E

perform holiday favorites and other music. the highest rating ever
received by Wakefield at this event.

The band, orchestra and choral groups will

Arlington Forest United Methodist Church

119 -4 " \\
A Community of Love and Hope Where All Are Welcome
4701 Arlington Boulevard, Arlington, VA 22203 /

4
- \
8:30 Casual Worship, Godly Play-Sunday School 10:00 a.m.,

Traditional Worship 11:00 a.m., & Children’s Church, Vespers 3 Wed. 7pm,
Christmas Concert: Ad Hoc Singers, Sunday December 12, 11am
Family & Children Christmas Eve Service, Saturday December 24, 5 pm
Candlelight Holy Communion Service, Saturday December 24, 7:30 pm
Christmas Caroling, Sunday December 19, 4 pm

“Your neighborhood church only a walk away”

ped & by,

EtzHayim

Congregation

We are an inclusive Jewish community—
welcoming people of different backgrounds and traditions.

Come Join Us for Shabbat Services!

Fridays beginning at 6:15 pm Saturdays from 10:00 am until Noon
with oneg following with kiddush following

2920 Arlington Boulevard = Arlington, Virginia 22204 « 703-979-4466 » www.etzhayim.net
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Tree Stewards Class

Fire Dept Burns 8th St House
By Randy Swart iz

The Arlington County L/‘

Fire Department burned

the vacant house at 4616 =~
8th St South between =N
Wakefield and Buchanan on October
20th, at the invitation of the developer,
who will take a tax writeoff and intends to
replace it at some point. The CBS Early
Show filmed a segment on fire safety.

The fire was expertly extinguished, but
some residents asked why the ACFD
would continue to burn houses in
neighborhoods for training or TV stations
when the billowing clouds of smoke are
now known to contain toxics like asbestos
fibers and lead. (The house has asbestos-
cement siding.) The smoke flowed
through nearby houses, including some
with small children. At press time the
house remains a burned out-up hulk, still
smelling of smoke and no credit to 8th
Street.

On November 4 the BSCL adopted a
resolution requesting Arlington County to
rescind the policy that permits the fire
department to burn houses in residential
neighborhoods. Channel 4 and Channel 9
covered it, interviewing Bryant Monroe
and Scott Brinitzer.

We have a Web page up with a link to
videos, photos of the remains and more
info at www.bscl.org

By Alison Willocks
Barcroft resident and Tree Steward

The TreeStewards of Arlington and Alex-
andria are trained volunteers dedicated to
improving the health of our urban trees
through educational programs, tree plant-
ing and care, demonstrations and tree
maintenance throughout the community.

New volunteer training will be held on
Tuesday evenings, starting Feb. 8 through
April 2011, with some Saturday mornings.
Fun and interactive training is provided by
recognized experts in tree care and citizen
advocates. Join us and learn how to care
for trees on the streets, in parks, at schools,
churches, temples, and your neighborhood.

For more information and to complete an
application, visit the TreeSteward website
at www. TreeStewards.org or call
703-527-2349 ext.4.
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Around the Neighborhood

By Kathy Kerr

Farewell to longtime Barcrofters, Betty Jane and
Renny Myers who recently moved to North Caro-
lina. They will celebrate their 58th wedding anni-
versary this month. High school sweethearts from
Washington-Lee, they first met in1947. They mar-
ried after graduation in 1952 when Renny was in the
Air Force.

Their home at 21 S. Pershing Street is one of the
largest, most beautiful houses in the neighbor-
hood. The realtors described it as an architectural
masterpiece; a center-hall Georgian Colonial. 1’ve
long admired the stately look of the house and as-
sumed that it was a beautifully maintained older
home, perhaps well over 100 years old. | was sur-
prised to learn that it was built in 1960!

Many years ago, there was tourist home across the
street. Probably completed in the 1920s, it was
built of stone and had a huge porch with stately
white columns. The porch faced S. Pershing

Drive. At that time, Arlington Boulevard was
named “Lee Boulevard.” There was a driveway that
entered from Lee Blvd and S. Pershing. Betty
Jane’s mother, Mrs. Goldie Smith, wanted to buy
the house for at least 20 years, so in 1942 she finally
did and it became “Smith’s Tourist Home.”

At that time, there were no hotels in Arling-

ton. Tourists came to stay there, as did workers
who needed a bit longer term place to live. There
were times when juries were sequestered and

needed overnight housing, so they came to the Tour-
ist Home, accompanied by the Arlington County
deputy. Workers constructing the Pentagon found a
home there. High school groups visiting Washing-
ton DC were split so that the boys were upstairs and
the girls were downstairs.

Mrs. Smith had 7 children. When the Great Depres-
sion hit, she moved to the Arlington in order to help

her older children find work. Barcroft in the 1940s
was largely agricultural. There were horses and
cows. Where Hidden Oaks is now located off S.
Pershing Dr., was a small dairy farm owned by the
Payne family. Neighbors would walk over there to
get thick, fresh milk from the 3 Guernsey cows.

When Mrs. Smith was 72 years old, she decided to
build a house across the street from the Tourist
Home. She designed the whole thing, bought all the
materials and hired all the workers. The outside of
the house is not stucco, rather it is silicone sand
plaster, the same as the exterior of the White
House. Although all of her 7 children were grown,
she still included 7 bedrooms and 7 bathrooms in
the plan. It was Mrs. Smith’s dream home, but she
never actually lived there. She rented rooms long
term, to men only, and stipulated no use of the
kitchen.

In 1978, the Tourist Home was sold to a developer
who wanted to build the town houses that are on the
property to this day. Mrs. Smith passed away just
before the Tourist Home was demolished.

In 1979, Betty Jane and Renny moved into 21 S.
Pershing. For Mrs. Smith, the pleasure had been in
creating the house. For Betty Jane and Renny, the
pleasure has been to live there for 31 years. The
house is perfect for large parties such as their
daughter’s wedding reception and Betty Jane and
Renny’s 50" anniversary party.

Neighbors threw them a big farewell party. Renny
said: “It’s been a good ride here. I’ve enjoyed every
day here.” He marvels that Betty Jane’s mother is
the most remarkable person he ever knew. He
added: “And I’ve met A LOT of people!”

PAGE 9
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DESIGN/BUILD REMODELING

Serving Arlington for 20 years!

Additions
Pop Tops !/ Second Floors
Kitchens « Baths « Family Rooms
Master Suites » Basements
“Green” Projects

(703) 536-0200

www. CookBros.org

E521 Lea Highway, Arlington, Virginia 22207
Class “A” Licanse £23705-007TE1SA jp. 3/ 2008]

BOW-HOUSE Pet Care

Pet Care in your Home. Dog Accredited
walks, Qver-night stays, Mid- Bonded & Insured
day Yisits, Holidays, Vacations Licensed

www.BOW-HOUSEPETCARE.com

We'll “Sit” for your Pet 7039983307

Juliet’s Housecleaning Service

Honest, over 10 years experience
with Excellent Barcroft area References

LOW RATES!

Weekly, bi-weekly, monthly,
or one time cleaning available

Call any time - 703-628-3434
703-354-3225 or 571-236-3700

Allegro LLC

Is your electrical system
up to date?

Fans, heaters,
receptacles,
light fixtures,
electric panels.

ALLEGRO LLC
ELECTRICAL SERVICE AND
REMODELING CONTRACTOR
703-314-1287 _ / )
INFO@ALLEGROLLC.NET 2
WWW.ALLEGROLLC.NET

ROOFING - SIDING - GUTTERS

Repairs or Replacement
Gutter Cleaning, Roof Certifications
for Buyers and Sellers
Reasonable Rates * Quick Response

Call Birk Meadows

703-876-4808
Meadows Roof Inspection Services

BonMaison, LLC

Property Management

Your neighborhood real estate services company

e Property Management
e Real estate sales

e Rentals
Call Mamadou Dia @ 703-980-4857

“Your peace of mind is my goal”
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+ Free Phone Estimates
& Advice
+ Same Day Service
+ Lowest Minimum Service
Our Services: Charge In Northern VA
. . « Calls Always Answered
* Toilets & Sinks Replaced <+ Sump Pumps Replaced By A Person
* Drains & Sewers Cleaned * Garbage Disposals
* Water Heaters * Gas Piping
= Faucets = And Much, Much More!
* Sewer & Water Lines
Replaced or Repaired

s25 | 850 |

Drain Cleaning Installed Water Heater

Today. He W“l All Plumbing, Inc. All Plumbing, Inc.
of 703- 525- 7973 703- 525- 7973
Take Care Cannot ba combined with Cannot be combined with
T°o|“ _.__‘“nl‘r:e::l!:m‘;____.____g-ng-ng ------
You, :

All Plumbing, Inc.
703-525- 7973 || ‘ghem | Wame

- e All Plumbing, Inc. All Plumbing, Inc.
www.a"pl umbi ng.com ! 703- 525- 7973 703- 525- 7973w l
a @ - VISA DISCOVER E | [ | c-nno;l:rm;a.d Sk c."mo?r;ru:“liﬂrd i) -l
| BBB ' el M < — — -

ASPHALT STAMPING ... THE LOOK OF

BRICK OR STONE FOR A LOT LESS!

®  Wide variety of patterns,
colors & custom designs

Never needs sealing

Resistant to salts & de-icing
chemicals

Environmentally friendly
®  Stain & chemical resistant

Lowest cost decorative
alternative

L] Free estimates

L& '8 510 N §

DISTINCTIVE DRIVEWAYS FOR DISTINCTIVE HOMES

Call for Brochure or Free Estimate

703-464-8551

CALL TO SEE COMPLETED DRIVEWAYS IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD www.drivewayimpressions.com



Barcroft School and Civic League
800 South Buchanan Street
Arlington, VA 22204

What Are Discount Points?
Discount points are fees paid to a lender to
purchase a lower interest rate, also known as a
"rate buydown". The net result is a lower
monthly payment over the life of the loan.
One point is 1% of the loan amount. The cost
paid at closing for one point on a loan of
$400,000 is $4,000. Typically, one point
lowers the rate .25% to .375% for most loans.
Does it make sense to pay discount points?
That depends on a few factors. Usually, it is
best to avoid discount points if you’ll be in the
home less than four years, are applying for an
adjustable rate mortgage or plan to refinance
within a few years. Discount points are
generally a good idea if you plan to remain in
the home over five vears and don’t plan on
refinancing in the near future.

When considering discount points, it's best
to conduct a break-even analysis done by
calculating the monthly mortgage payment
with no points, then subtracting the monthly
mortgage payment with points. The difference

is the monthly savings. Then divide the cost of
the discount points by the savings. The result
is the number of months until you break even.
Discount points for residential property are tax
deductible in the year they are paid. Discount
points are available when refinancing,
deductible over the life of the loan. Consult
with a tax advisor for details of deductions.

30 Year Fixed rates as of 11/13/10: Up to
$417,000: 3.875% - 1 point, 4.00% -no points.
30 year Fixed from $417,001 - $729,750
4.000% - 1 point, 4.250% - no points. 30
year Jumbo from $729,751 - $1,000,000
4.875% - 1 point, 5% - no points.

FREE Notary for Barcroft Residents!

Casey O’Neal, associate Broker
RE/MAX Allegiance 703-824-4800

www.CaseyOneal.com
Real estate Tips for selling your home:
Visit www.HighestHomePrice.com
www.SettingYourHomePrice.com




