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The October BSCL meeting featured a very infor-
mative visit from candidates on the November 6 
ballot for the County Board seat and the State Dele-
gate (47th District).  We tried a new approach this 
time, with introductory remarks from each candi-
date (each were very interesting to this listener), 
followed by a “meet and greet” that gave neighbors 
and candidates the chance to talk informally.  It 
seemed to work out well, although I welcome your 
feedback to guide us for future debate formats.  
Thanks to Jay Fisette, Joshua Ruebner, John 
Reeder, and Eric Brescia for joining us. Patrick 
Hope and James Lander were unable to make it, but 
offered to visit with the BSCL at our convenience.  
Don’t forget to vote on Tuesday, November 3!  A 
very helpful sample ballot is on the County’s web-
site at www.arlingtonva.us/departments/
voterregistration/images/SampleBallot 
 
You may want to wander over to the Barcroft   

Community House.  It looks wonderful courtesy 
of a fresh coat of paint and lots of sanding and 
scraping.  Being an historic old building (built in 
1908 and sold to the BSCL in 1914), our commu-
nity’s  dedication and efforts over the generations 
has   preserved this landmark as a resource for a 
wide variety of uses.  Many thanks to David 

Michaelson for working the details and assuring 
that the painting work was completed prior to the 
wet and cold Fall weather.  Funding for this work 
comes from donations over the last few years by 
generous Barcrofters. 

The discussion of the proposed increase in BSCL 
dues (planned for the October meeting) was post-
poned and will happen at the November 5 meet-

ing.  Treasurer Gary Lefebvre will provide an 
overview of the BSCL budget, expenses and      
income, and his forecast of budget needs as costs 
increase to operate and maintain the Community 
House.  The BSCL Executive Committee has pro-
posed an  increase BSCL dues to $10 for an individ-
ual and $15 per family based on the fact that the 
current dues rate is by far the lowest among all Ar-
lington civic associations, and that costs associated 
with upkeep of the community house now outstrip 
our dues and rental income.  Please let me know 
your thoughts , or attend the November meeting to 
voice your opinion on this issue. 
 
In a sad note for the Columbia Pike community, Jim 
Whitaker (the Columbia Pike Revitalization Organi-
zation (CPRO) Director) has announced his resigna-
tion.  The good news is that Barcroft’s own Pam 

Holcomb will lead CPRO as the search and hiring 
process is completed.  CPRO and the Barcroft com-
munity is fortunate to have her lead the great strides 
being made along the Pike. 
 
Thank you to Elaine Squeri for many years of     
service to the BSCL as chair of the Traffic Commit-
tee.  Her efforts for  traffic calming resulted in our 
speed humps and other changes.  The position is 
now vacant. If you are interested, please contact me. 
 
I hope to see you November 5 at the BSCL meeting. 
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Barcroft News Staff 
 

Editor &  Kathy Kerr, 892-6458 
Neighborhood News editor@bscl.org 

Publisher / Mailing Marge Miller, 703-979-5838 
  margem@yahoo.com 
Advertising Mgr. Jim Kerr, 892-6458 
  Jim@bscl.org 

 

News Deadlines:     15th day of the month preceding 

  the issue month. 
 

 

BSCL Officers for 2008—2009 

 

President  Bryant Monroe, 271-0944 
  Bryant@bscl.org 

Vice President Steve Wilson 
  Steve@bscl.org 

Recording Secy. Jennifer Lis 
  Jennifer@bscl.org 

Treasurer  Gary Lefebvre, 521-0184 
  Gary@bscl.org 

Corres. Secy. Wes Stien 
  Wes@bscl.org  
Membership Secy. Peg Lefebvre, 521-0184 
  Peg@bscl.org 

Board Members Jim Kerr, David Michaelson 
  Mike Behringer, Pat Williamson  
 

Contacts and Committees 
 
Community House           Christine Scullion 

Facility Mgr.  clscullion@yahoo.com 

Restoration  David Michaelson 

Fundraising  JoAnne Barnhart, 920-0821   
Landscaping Scott Brinitzer, 892-0308  
Traffic Committee vacant 

Parade  Andrew Hunter, 979-8247 
Columbia Pike Bryant Monroe, 271-0944 
  Bryant@bscl.org 
Demeter  Darlene Mickey 
Crime  vacant 

Parks  Shelley Fichtner, 486-0856 
  Shelley@bscl.org 
  Shirley Gay 
Parking Committee vacant 
Volunteers  vacant 

  Volunteers@bscl.org 
Web Master  & Randy Swart, 521-2080 
NCAC Rep  randy@bscl.org 
 
Arlington County Civic Federation   
    Delegates  Eric Harold, Randy Swart,  
  Pat Williamson, Jim Kerr 
    Alternates  Karen Darner, David Michelson, 
  Elaine Squeri, Mark Wigfield 
 
 
 

Neighbor to Neighbor Ads 
 

Teenage Babysitter - Week nights and weekends: 
Sarah @ 703-521-8756. 
 
Babysitter: Red Cross certified tenth grader   
available for neighborhood babysitting. Call Abby 
at 703-892-1090. 
 
Rebekah's Pet Care (walking, feeding, sitting)          
703-521-8756. 
 
Yard Work:  Teenager available for raking leaves 
and other yard work.  Call Thomas at 703-979-
5838 
 
Babysitting:  Brother and sister, ages 14 and 15, 
can babysit in Barcroft, nights and weekends.  Call 
Thomas or Allison at 703-979-5838.  
 
Mother's Helper/ Babysitting service available 
from 16 year old CPR certified girl, responsible 
and great with kids. Available every day after 3:30 
PM and weekends. Call Christy at (703)-300-1989.  
 
Ongoing Need: For new or used baby items, 
clothing, books, educational toys, furniture, baby 
gates, household items, food, etc for the Even Start 
Program at Barcroft School. Call Jenny             
Lindenauer at 703-228-8846 or email                 
jennifer_lindenauer@apsva.us 
 

Wanted:   

Stories and ideas for the Barcroft News 

Contact Kathy Kerr 703-892-6458 or email 
kathykerr@gmail.com.   Do you have an interest-
ing neighbor she should interview? Are you inter-
esting yourself??   
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A Basket Maker and a Wood Turner  

AROUND THE NEIGHBORHOOD with Kathy Kerr 

At least one Barcrofter was thrilled by this year’s 
bumper crop of acorns!  Barbara Weber of 6th St. 
South is a basket maker.  She uses the acorns to stain 
the baskets. 
 
It all began about 9 years ago.  Barbara attended a 
family reunion and a relative showed her how to 
weave baskets.  Two years later, there was another 
reunion and more basket making.  This time Barbara 
really got started.  She orders reeds and rattan from 
specialty companies online.  Before using it for weav-
ing, she dyes it using Rit dye and allows the materials 
to dry.  She weaves the basket and then often times 
will stain them.  This is where the acorns come in. 
 
She uses only acorns from white oak trees.  Not red 
oak.  Outdoors, she keeps a covered plastic bucket 
(not metal!) filled with ammonia.  She puts the acorns 
in an old stocking or pillowcase and lets them soak 
there for about two weeks.  The ammonia dissolves 
the tannins in the acorns, and it's the tannins that 
cause it to become a rich, dark brown oak stain.  The 
stockings/pillow covers hold the acorns for easy re-
moval and prevent sediment that comes from dirt or 
other materials that would affect the stain.  She keeps 
the stain year round. She even still has a batch of this 
brew that she made from another prolific crop of 
acorns a few years ago. 
 
To stain the baskets, Barbara then dips them into the 
mixture for a short time.  They are then allowed to dry 
(and the ammonia odor of course goes away.)  She 
usually applies a light coating of mineral oil as a seal-
ant. Each basket usually takes a few days to make in 
order to go through all the steps. 
 
Barbara currently has at least 100 baskets in her inven-
tory ready for a number of upcoming holiday craft 
shows.  
 
 For more info, contact:  Barbara Weber  
H:  703-553-9504      barbweber1@verizon.net   
 

***************** 
You may not have noticed a log in the gutter on 4th St. 
South but Gary Trusty on S. Woodstock St. took it 
home and allowed it to dry.  He then put it on his 
lathe and transformed it into a beautiful bowl. 
 

When he was about 14 years old, his father brought 
home a lathe.  Gary was fascinated by it but there 
really wasn’t room to use it. Then about ten years ago, 
Gary found he had the space in his home here in Bar-
croft to use a lathe and began wood turning. 
 

He splits wood he finds and stores it to dry for about 
nine months.  Then he cuts it to a rough shape and 
mounts it on the lathe.  He begins to “turn” the wood 
to see what evolves.  He might create a beautiful bowl.  
Then he sands it and uses steel wool. Sometimes he 
applies super glue to soft wood to make it stronger.  
He may apply some finish depending on if he wants it 
to be glossy or matte.  He often applies three coats of 
finish and it has to dry for at least seven hours       
between each coat.  
 

Recently Gary made a bowl from a dogwood tree that 
was cut down on S. Pershing St.  He finds plenty of 
oak to use in his own back yard.  Often the wood has 
surprise colors or knots and shapes that make each of 
his pieces unique. 
 

Gary also makes wine stoppers, wooden bases for tea 
lights, potpourri holders and vases which have a water-
proof “frog” inside to hold flowers without damaging 
the wood. 
 

For more info, contact:  Gary Trusty  
H: 703-920-4846     trusty619@verizon.net   
 
Works from these (and other) artists will be avail-
able at these upcoming Arlington art shows:   
� Holiday House at Fort CF Smith, 2411 N. 24th St.        

Dec. 12-20.  Call 703-2430-329  

� Annual Artists Expo sponsored by Congrega-
tion Etz Hayim w/ over 30 local artists. Sunday, 
November 15, 11:30 am to 4 pm at Long Branch 
Elementary School, at 33 North Fillmore Street  
Call 703 307 3205. 
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ARLINGTON HOUSE 

By  Carol Harvey 

 
The last time I visited Arlington House a costumed 
docent asked my son’s Barcroft School class if any-
one played the piano.  Michael’s hand went up and 
he was invited to step over the velvet rope and play 
the piano Robert E. Lee’s daughters had played. 
Michael is out of college and pursuing a career as a 
professional musician (not in piano), so that tells you 
how long it’s been since I’d stepped inside the icon 
of our county. 
 
I signed up for a special WETA preview of its new 
Ken Burns National Parks series on the national 
parks.  I sat with a few dozen others on the steps of 
Arlington House overlooking the city at sundown, as 
historians told the stories of people who walked 
these same steps – soldiers, statesmen, slaves. 
 
Elizabeth Pryor, author of Reading the Man, based 
on the personal letters of Robert E. Lee, told how the 
house was built by George Washington Parke Custis 
as a tribute to George Washington.  The Washing-
ton’s had adopted Custis as an infant after his father, 
Martha’s son by her first husband, died of camp fe-
ver at Yorktown.  George Washington Parke Custis 
maintained a lifelong love and dedication to the first 
President and vowed to keep his memory and legacy 
alive.  When he inherited land up river from Mount 
Vernon he called it “Mount Washington” and was 
determined to build a stately home, clearly visible 
from the capital city across the river,  that would 
display and preserve the Washington furnishings and 
artifacts he had inherited and purchased.  Living in a 
small cottage, he gradually cleared the land, began 
to farm, and acquired the services of George Had-
field who was overseeing construction of the Capi-
tol.   
 
Fancy ornamentation would not be visible from such 
a distance, so he opted for sturdy simplicity and 
good proportions. High ceilings and plain walls 

would display the many portraits Custis possessed. 
As was the case with the Capitol itself, the north and 
south wings were built first, with the center grand 
section following as funds became available.    
 
As tribute to Washington, Custis wanted to have a 
model farm using the latest scientific techniques to 
keep the land fertile.  Custis inaugurated an annual 
fair designed to improve agricultural practices, par-
ticularly the breeding of fine-wooled sheep. Begin-
ning in 1803, Custis invited the local gentry to ex-
hibit their best sheep and homespun cloth at Arling-
ton Spring, near the river. After prizes had been 
awarded, the fair closed with patriotic speeches and 
a great dinner under the tent which had been used by 
Washington during the Revolution. 
 
Custis advocated creating a government department 
to promote the best farming techniques.  Thus,  Ar-
lington was a  pre-curser to the Department of Agri-
culture. 
 
Custis’ only daughter married a soldier named 
Robert E. Lee. The couple and their growing family 
lived at Arlington House along with her parents.  
Robert E. Lee loved Arlington House as Washington 
had loved Mount Vernon.  As an army officer, Lee 
travelled often and far, fighting in Mexico and 
Texas.  He served as Commander of West Point 
Military Academy.  His family stayed in NY during 
the spring and summer and returned to Arlington 
House for the winter.  Although his father-in-law 
supported the newest farming techniques, he showed 
far less interest in financial affairs.  After Custis’ 
death there were deep debts and Lee worked hard to 
make the farm profitable to pay them off.  This hard 
work gave him a deeper understanding of the prob-
lems faced by his kinsmen and reaffirmed his belief 
that his first loyalty was to Virginia. 
 
When Virginia voted to leave the union Lee        
agonized over continuing to serve in his Army   
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commission.  He paced the portico and under the 
trees the trees of    Arlington House, praying 
through the night before reaching the agonizing 
decision to fight against the Government he had 
fought for during his long military career.  He 
would stand by Virginia.  He left the next morning, 
not knowing that he would never return to Arlington 
House, praying through the night before reaching 
the agonizing decision to fight against the Govern-
ment he had fought for during his long military ca-
reer.  He saw it only once, years later, from a distant 
train window. 
 
Mrs. Lee and the children hastily packed their be-
longings, taking particular care to wrap and hide the 
Washington legacy portraits and artifacts.  Mrs. Lee 
had been gone only a few days when the Federal 
Army crossed the river and occupied the heights 
opposite the National Capital. Overnight, what had 
been a quiet country estate was transformed into a 
vast military encampment. New roads were cut 
through the woods and much of it felled to open 
fields of fire for the earthen forts being built just 
west of the house.   
 
On the battlefield, the qualities developed by Lee’s 
years in the army and his home life made him the 
military champion of the South and its greatest hero. 
His self-discipline, humility, simplicity, along with 
his kindliness and courtesy to all regardless of rank, 
won him the devotion of his officers and men, while 
his military leadership gave hope and fighting spirit 
to the entire South. He was seen as a knightly Chris-
tian gentleman, humane and magnanimous in vic-
tory or defeat. 
 
Early in 1862, the army moved from Arlington for 
service in the field, but the mansion continued to be 
used as a headquarters. In 1864, the Government 
levied a tax on the Arlington estate. Because Mrs. 
Lee was unable to appear personally, payment 
through her agent was refused and the property was 
sold at public auction. In June 1862 the first burials 
were made in 200 acres set aside as a national 
cemetery.  
 

Lee’s leadership continued after the war. As presi-
dent of Washington College (afterwards Washington 
and Lee University), he devoted himself to restoring 
the South culturally, economically, and politically.  
He urged Southerners to relinquish hatred and make 
the best of their situation. By his advice and exam-
ple he promoted true restoration of the Union, not by 
force, but by the stronger bonds of reconciliation 
and a common loyalty. 
 
For a time General Lee hoped to regain possession 
of Arlington for his wife, but he died in 1870  with-
out having recovered it. Mrs. Lee died 3 years later, 
and her son Custis took legal action to obtain his 
inheritance. In 1882, the Supreme Court finally de-
cided the case in his favor.  Since thousands of sol-
diers had been buried at Arlington, Custis Lee ac-
cepted the offer of the Government to buy the prop-
erty for $150,000. 
 
Originally "Arlington House" had been famous for 
its associations with George Washington, but after 
the Civil War it became even more widely known as 
the former home of General Lee. Though its rooms 
were empty, thousands from all over the country 
came to see it each year because of the universal 
admiration for its former master. It was in response 
to this sentiment that Congress passed legislation in 
1925 authorizing restoration of the mansion as a 
national memorial. 
   
After watching the WETA preview on the magnifi-
cent national parks on the front lawn of Arlington 
House, I eagerly entered our own Park Service prop-
erty.  I was shocked to find bare plaster, studs and 
torn out walls.  Where were the velvet ropes and 
piano? 
   
The stately home is crumbling and needs a        mas-
sive renovation.  Local citizens who love the house 
and what it stands for recently rallied to support 
restoration.  Working with the Park      Service, they 
are raising funds to maintain what George Washing-
ton Parke Custis began as his  personal a tribute that 
continues today as a tribute the leadership and rec-
onciling spirit of his son-in-law, Robert E. Lee. 



 

 

November Events: 

� Garden Work Day (Nov 7th 9am) 
� Kindergarten Open House (Nov 12th 

9:30 am) 
� Family Academic Night on Economics 

(Nov 17th) 
� America Recycles day and Waste Free 

Lunch Day  (Nov 19th) 
� Family Fitness Night (Nov 20th 6:30) 
 
December Events: 
� Pasta Dinner to support Girls on the Run 

and the track (Dec 3rd 6:30) 
� Kindergarten Open House (Dec 10th 

9:30 am) 
� Winter Concert (Dec 10th evening) 
� Leonardo Learning Day Open House 

(Dec 17th 9-3pm) 
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Barcroft Elementary 

Barcroft Elementary is looking for volun-
teers to serve as tutoring buddies in reading 
and math, and also helping in a Homework 
Club.  If you have at least thirty minutes to 
spare once a week, please call the school at 
703-228-5838 and speak to Mrs. Karla 
Mora.      
 
High school students, older scouts, friends 
and neighbors are all welcome to join 
us.  We'll provide the training - you provide 
the invaluable help! 
 
Watch for  Barcroft's fabulous bakers who 
will provide coffee and homemade treats 

for sale on Election Day - come hungry! 
 
Help support Barcroft School!  Link your 
Harris Teeter card to the Barcroft 
School.  It's free, but it has to be re-linked 
every year.  
http://www.harristeeter.com/community/
together_in_education/link_to_your_school.aspx 

 

Faith Lutheran Church ELCA 
Celebrating 75 Years of Our Faith 

1933 - 2008 

8:00 am  Traditional Worship 
9:30 am  Contemporary Worship 

11:00 am  Modern Traditional Worship 
 

9:45 am Sunday School for all ages 
 

We welcome all people. 

3313 Arlington Blvd. (Route 50 & Jackson St.) 
Arlington, VA 22201    Tel. 703-525-9283 

www.flcva.org 
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Students from Kenmore spent an evening 
on the south lawn of the White House view-
ing the stars. On Oct. 7, President Obama 
hosted Astronomy Night for 150 local     
students.  
 
The evening was a way to increase awareness 
of the incredible discoveries, inspiration, and 
expansion of human knowledge that the 
field of astronomy can deliver. 
 
Students met astronauts Sally Ride, John 
Grunsfeld and Buzz Aldren.  
 

 
Come experience the Marching Warriors in 
concert inside the Wakefield auditorium.  
If you missed them at the games, now you 
can see them where it's warm and dry!  
 
The show will be on Thursday, November 
5 at 7:30 PM.  Everyone is welcome. 

 Deter Auto Theft! 

Free VIN etching offered to vehicle owners 

 

The Arlington County Police Department invites  

citizens to a free event Saturday, November 

7th from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Arlington 

County Fire Station #1, 500 S. Glebe Rd.   

 

Have your Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) 

etched into car exterior windows. It's a quick, 

simple process.  

 

VIN etching does not affect the appearance of 

the vehicle.  Etchers chemically engrave the VIN 

onto the main windows of the vehicle in incon-

spicuous locations.  Some insurance companies 

offer discounts if you have this done.  It virtually 

eliminates any potential profit professional 

thieves might get from selling windows, wind-

shields, through chop shops. 

 

Numerous displays will be on hand to include 

Fire Apparatus which is always a favorite for kids 

of all ages.  Also, vehicles and equipment used to 

combat auto theft will be on display. 

***************** 

New Gas Station Nearby 
 
Work at the former Shell service station at the 
corner of S. George Mason and the Pike contin-
ues with the installation of new underground 
tanks. It will reopen for business in November 
as an independent gas station called Car Place at 
Barcroft, and a garage called George Mason 
Auto Repair. 

Kenmore Middle School Around Town 

Wakefield High School 
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     Arlington House is a national treasure, but 
we have the honor of taking its name and  ar-
chitecture as a symbol for our own community.  
You can support its continuing legacy by join-
ing Save Historic Arlington House, a group 
formed in support for the Robert E. Lee Memo-
rial at Arlington National Cemetery.   
 
     The leadership board includes: Robert E. 
Lee IV (a direct descendant of Robert E. Lee); 
Wayne Parks (the great great grandson of Jim 
Parks, one of Arlington’s enslaved families); 
Letitia Grant (both a Lee and Grant descen-
dant); General Montgomery Meigs (great 
nephew of President Lincoln’s Quartermaster 
General Montgomery Meigs who established 
the National Cemetery at Arlington); Elizabeth 
Pryor (the nation’s leading Lee scholar and 
author of “Reading the Man,” and others   
dedicated to preserving the lessons and legacy 
of the people who lived and worked in this      
historic home. 
 
     The group invites your contributions to help 
restore the home to its 1860 appearance.  Go to 
www.friendsofarlingtonhouse.org/ 

 

. 

Around Town 

 

The Barcroft Community Playgroup  
meets 9:30-11:30am Friday mornings  
at the Barcroft Community House.   

 

Children from birth up are welcome.   
 

Please contact Jennifer Lis 
(jjlis@comcast.net) or Julie Smith 

(jds342000@gmail.com),  
or just stop by!  

 

PETRONA 

CLEANING SERVICE 
 

We Offer: 

− Prompt Professional Services 

− Houses, Townhouses, Apartments 

− Guaranteed Low Prices 

− References 
 
Call Petrona at: 
703-753-8287 or 703-209-3766 (cell) 
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MOORE than YOGA 
 

Hatha Yoga * Pre-Natal / Post-Partum Yoga 
Children’s Yoga * Family Yoga 

 Infant Massage * Reflexology * Reiki & More 
 
 

Release Stress – Renew Yourself through Yoga. 

Unique classes/workshops located in your back-

yard:   

Bethel UCC, 4347 Arlington Blvd, Arlington, VA 
 

www.moorethanyoga.com 

703-671-2435 

BonMaison, LLC 
Property Management 

 

Your neighborhood real estate services company 

• Property Maagement 

• Real estate sales 

• Rentals 
Call Mamadou Dia @ 703-980-4857 

 

"Your peace of mind is my goal." 
 

BARCROFT NEWS 
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Juliet’s Housecleaning Service 
 

                  Honest, over 10 years exp 
     with Excellent Barcroft area References  

LOW RATES! 

      Weekly, bi-weekly, monthly,   
    or one time cleaning available 

 

   Call any time  -  703-628-3434 
 703-354-3225 or 571-236-3700  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Operating 24 Hours, 7 Days a Week 

Servicing all Northern Virginia since 1970 
 

*We provide 2 hour appointment windows to 
minimize your wait time. 
*We do it ALL—all indoor & outdoor plumb-
ing, plus water heaters, basement waterproof-
ing, clearing water & sewer main clogs, gas 
piping/ connections—and more. 
 

LICENSED,  BONDED, INSURED 
703- 525- 7973 

www.allplumbing.com 
 

*100% Satisfaction 

Guaranteed! 

*Same Day Service! 

*NO TRAVEL COSTS! 

*Lowest flat rate  

 

 

10% OFF ANY 

SERVICE 

 

Thank you to our Thank you to our Thank you to our Thank you to our     

Barcroft NewsBarcroft NewsBarcroft NewsBarcroft News    

Advertisers!Advertisers!Advertisers!Advertisers!    
 

Be sure to let them know       

you heard about it here! 

 

 

 

ALL THE LATEST NEWSALL THE LATEST NEWSALL THE LATEST NEWSALL THE LATEST NEWS    
 

Are you on the Barcroft  

chat group and  

news email lists?  
 

Go to:    
    

www.bscl.org/www.bscl.org/www.bscl.org/www.bscl.org/

chatlist.htmchatlist.htmchatlist.htmchatlist.htm    
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Join the BSCL—It’s never too late!   
 

 Dues are still only $3 per adult or $6 per couplestill only $3 per adult or $6 per couplestill only $3 per adult or $6 per couplestill only $3 per adult or $6 per couple 



 

 

Barcroft School and Civic League 
800 South Buchanan Street 
Arlington, VA 22204 


