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As summer comes to a close, the Barcroft 
School & Civic League membership year is 
off with a bang!  

At our next meeting, Thursday, October 

2, at 7:30p.m. at the Community House 
(800 S. Buchanan), we will hear from can-
didates running for County Board and other 
offices at our  Candidates’ Forum. Come 
learn more about the candidates and their 
positions on the issues that matter to you. 

At our last meeting, we met our new fire 
captain, Matthew Herbert.  We learned the 
fire station that serves Barcroft is located at 
500 S. Glebe Rd, and covers all up and 
down Columbia Pike, up to Rt. 50, and 
over to the Falls Church line.   

Captain  Herbert let us know that the fire 
department will be having an open house 
on October 11, 2008, from 10:00 a.m. - 

4:00 p.m. at all Arlington County Fire   
Stations. This event is held in celebration 
of Fire Prevention Week.  All community 

members are welcome to this free event, 
which kids might especially enjoy! 

 We also heard about the plans for develop-
ment on the old Bob & Edith’s diner site at 
Buchanan and Columbia Pike.  Bob 
Eisenberg of Heritage Properties and his 
architect shared that they are planning a 
four-story building, with retail space on the 
first floor and three floors of apartments 
above.  The building will be built accord-
ing to the Columbia Pike Special Revitali-
zation District Form Based Code, which is 
an optional development approval process 
for builders along the Pike designed to 
bring back the “Main Street” feel of the 
Pike. 

Happy Fall, and see you on October 2! 
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ALL THE LATEST NEWS 
is available when you join the  

Barcroft chat group and news email lists!   

Go to:   www.bscl.org 

Barcroft News Staff 

 

Editor &  Kathy Kerr, 892-6458 
Neighborhood News editor@bscl.org 
 

Publisher / Mailing Marge Miller, 703-979-5838 
  margem@yahoo.com 
Advertising Mgr. Jim Kerr, 892-6458 
  Jim@bscl.org 
  

 

Deadlines: 14h (ads) or 15th (news/editorial material) day 
of the month preceding the issue month. 

 

    

 BSCL Officers for 2008—2009 

President  Heidi Wicker, 202 489 6053  
  heidi@bscl.org 
Vice President Bryant Monroe, 271-0944 
  Bryant@bscl.org 
Recording Secy. Marlene Terreros-Oronao  
  228-3818 

Treasurer  Gary Lefebvre, 521-0184 
  Gary@bscl.org 
Corres. Secy. Wes Stien, wjstien@yahoo.com  
Membership Secy. Peg Lefebvre, 521-0184 
  Peg@bscl.org 
Board Members Jim Kerr, David Michaelson 
  Mike Behringer, Shirley Gay 
Community House           Christine Scullion 
Facility Mgr.  clscullion@yahoo.com 
Restoration  David Michaelson 
Fundraising  JoAnne Barnhart, 920-0821   
Landscaping Scott Brinitzer, 892-0308  
Traffic Committee Elaine Squeri, 920-7014 
  Elaine@bscl.org 
Parade  Andrew Hunter, 979-8247 
Columbia Pike Bryant Monroe, 271-0944 
  Bryant@bscl.org 
Demeter  Darlene Mickey 
Crime  vacant 

Parks  Shelley Fichtner, 486-0856 
  Shelley@bscl.org 
Parking Committee vacant 
Volunteers  vacant 

  Volunteers@bscl.org 
Web Master  Randy Swart, 521-2080 
  randy@bscl.org 
     
The Barcroft News is printed on recycled paper with vege-
table-based ink by the Stanley Adams Printing Company.  

All phone numbers are area code 703 unless noted. 

Classifieds 
  

Teenage Babysitter - Week nights and weekends: 
Sarah @ 703-521-8756. 
 

Babysitter: Red Cross certified ninth grader available 
for neighborhood babysitting. Call Abby at 703-892-
1090. 
 

Rebekah's Pet Care (walking, feeding, sitting)    703-
521-8756. 
 

WANTED:  Stories and ideas for the Barcroft News.   
Contact Kathy Kerr  703-892-6458  editor@bscl.org  
 
ITEMS FOR SALE:  Call 703-920-7554 
 

� Sentry Fire-Safe Safe Model S 3467 with owners 
manual and 2 keys. 17" high, 16" wide 17" long. 
Was purchased for $150 in May, 2002.   $75 

� Framed Icart Restrike, Boudoir, with certificate 
of authenticity.  Purchased in 1998 from Renais-
sance Fine Arts, Ohio.  The work is 21” by 
16”.  $245 

� Antique Victorian Silverplate Napkin Ring with 
squirrel and acorn design on ring.  No mark. In fair 
condition and needs to be replated.  $10 

� Antique Victorian Oak Press Back Rocking 

Chair with cane seat in excellent condition.  $280 
� Vintage Lighting Rod, 48" tall. Stands on 3 metal 

legs w/ 24" arrow and white milk glass ball.  $130   
� Vintage Porcelain Hatpin Holder, 3½ inches tall, 

with 13 holes for hatpins.  Hand painted with a pale 
green background and floral design.  No 
Mark.  Excellent condition.   $23  

� Two Paint by Numbers Paintings, circa 
1960's.  Can Can and Flamenco dancers.  Bright 
colors. White washed wood frame.  Each 14 ½" by 
18 ½".  Excellent condition.  $50 for both. 

� Vintage Electric Oscillating Fan, in working con-
dition, black with brass cage and 4 brass 
blades.  Made by Robbins & Myers, Springfield, 
Ohio.  Stands 11" tall, 10" diameter.  $80 

� Two Antique Irons – Black cast iron ($20) and gas 
iron, The Monitor, ($35) with brass tank,  1909.   
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Juliet’s Housecleaning Service 
 

                  Honest, over 10 years exp 
     with Excellent Barcroft area References  

LOW RATES! 

      Weekly, bi-weekly, monthly,   
    or one time cleaning available 

 

   Call any time  -  703-628-3434 
 703-354-3225 or 571-236-3700  

Arlington Green Home Tour 

 

The Arlington Green Home Choice Pro-
gram is sponsoring an open house. Take 
this opportunity to walk through a newly 
constructed green home featuring a partial 
solar electric system, cellulose spray foam 
insulation, highly efficient heating and air 
conditioning system, concrete countertops, 
dual-flush toilets, recycled glass tiles, and 
many other environmentally friendly fea-
tures.   This home is expected to be       

certified under the Green Home Choice 
and Energy Star programs. 
 
Saturday, October 11, 2008 
2:00 pm-4:00 pm 
2208 North 18th St. 
Arlington 

Thank you to our  
Barcroft News 
Advertisers! 

 
(Be sure to let them know you 
heard about them here!) 
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Beat the Election Lines on November 4th ! 

By Randy Swart 

 

Did you know that anyone who works any-
where outside Arlington can  vote in ad-
vance using an absentee ballot? No more 
worries in traffic jams! You can vote now--
any time between September 22 and Octo-
ber 28. There are many other reasons to 
vote absentee too--illness, travel, military 
service, religious duties, pregnancy, dis-
ability, and trouble standing in lines are 
some of them. Call the election registrar at 
703-228-3456 for details or see 
www.arlingtonva.us/vote for a clear and 
informative voting guide. 
 
You can check your registration status on 
the Web site any time or by calling during 
business hours. You must do that and make 
any changes before October 6th if you 
moved since you last voted. You can verify 
then that your polling place has not 
changed. Some have. 
 
Polls will be open from 6am to 7pm. There 
will be lines this time, with the longest 
early in the morning or late in the after-
noon. The shortest lines will be in mid-
afternoon. 
 
On November 4 you will have a choice of 
the familiar electronic voting machines or a 
new one where you blacken circles on a 
paper ballot that is then scanned in. In    
Arlington you can be sure that either will 

register your vote accurately. 
 
The A-to-K and L-to-Z lines have been re-
placed with electronic poll books that work 
for any name. But we have a long ballot 
this year - President and Vice President, 
Senate, House of Representatives, County 
Board, School Board, a housing authority 
referendum and four County bond issues. 
Read up on them now or be a slow voter 
and easy prey for the politicos handing out 
literature as you go in. 
 
Registered voters can work at the polls as 
an election official. The day is long, but 
you get paid! More officials are needed this 
year. See the Web site or call for info. 
 
You might consider walking or riding your 
bicycle to the polls rather than driving, to 
get some exercise and support Arlington's 
“Car-Free Diet” campaign. 
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PETRONA 
CLEANING SERVICE 

 

 
We Offer: 
- Prompt Professional Services 
- Houses, Townhouses, Apartments 
- Guaranteed Low Prices 
- References          
 
Call Petrona at: 
703-753-8287 or 703-209-3766 (cell) 

MOORE than YOGA 
 

Hatha Yoga * Pre-Natal / Post-Partum Yoga 
Children’s Yoga * Family Yoga 

 Infant Massage * Reflexology * Reiki & More 
 
 

Release Stress – Renew Yourself through Yoga. 

Unique classes/workshops located in your back-

yard:   

Bethel UCC, 4347 Arlington Blvd, Arlington, VA 
 

www.moorethanyoga.com 

703-671-2435 

BonMaison, LLC 
Property Management 

 
Your neighborhood real estate services company 

• Property Maagement 

• Real estate sales 

• Rentals 
 

Call Mamadou Dia @ 703-980-4857 
 

"Your peace of mind is my goal." 
 

 

 

Operating 24 Hours, 7 Days a Week 
Servicing all Northern Virginia since 1970 

 

*We provide 2 hour appointment windows to 
minimize your wait time. 
*We do it ALL—all indoor & outdoor plumb-
ing, plus water heaters, basement waterproof-
ing, clearing water & sewer main clogs, gas 
piping/ connections—and more. 
 

LICENSED,  BONDED, INSURED 
703- 525- 7973 

www.allplumbing.com 

 

*100% Satisfaction 

Guaranteed! 

*Same Day Service! 

*NO TRAVEL COSTS! 

 

10% OFF ANY 

SERVICE 



 

 

 
Wakefield High School  
 

“Tag Day” Oct. 4   
9:00 am – 1:00 pm 
Wakefield Band, Orchestra 
and Choral  students will 
visit door to door asking for contributions.  
Feel free to ask them  for a song! 
 

Last year the students raised $8,700 —     in-
cluding $1,600 from generous Barcrofters!  
This money went towards:  attending the 
Disney World Music Festival, scholarships, 
marching band music, orchestra uniforms 
and accompanists for the chorus.  This year’s 
festival trip will be to Atlanta, GA. 
 

If you are not home, the students will “Tag” 
your door with a Music Dept. brochure and 
a self-addressed envelope.  If they miss your 
house, you can still  send your tax deducti-
ble donation to:  WMPA,  

Roger Casey,  Treasurer 
2032  21st St. N        Arlington , VA  22201   
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NEIGHBORHOOD SCHOOL NEWS 

Barcroft School received the Gover-

nor’s bronze award for best practices for 
nutrition and physical activity in August.  
 
The Governor’s Nutrition and Physical Ac-
tivity award program promotes health and 
wellness in Virginia’s public schools by 
encouraging good nutrition and increased 
physical activity which helps combat child-
hood obesity, hypertension, and other pre-
ventable diseases. 
 
To be eligible for the award, schools had to:  

• Provide a minimum of 30 minutes of 
daily recess that promotes physical 
activity; 

• Create school and community-based 
fitness or nutrition nights; 

• Allow only foods which meet mini-
mum nutritional standards to be pro-
vided or sold during the school day;  

• Sell only 100 percent fruit juice, wa-
ter or low-fat milk. 

Faith Lutheran Church ELCA 
Celebrating 75 Years of Our Faith 

1933 - 2008 

8:00 am  Traditional Worship 
9:30 am  Contemporary Worship 

11:00 am  Modern Traditional Worship 
 

9:45 am Sunday School for all ages 
 

We welcome all people. 

3313 Arlington Blvd. (Route 50 & Jackson St.) 
Arlington, VA 22201    Tel. 703-525-9283 

www.flcva.org 
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6th Annual6th Annual6th Annual6th Annual    
FAUX SHOW OPEN HOUSE FAUX SHOW OPEN HOUSE FAUX SHOW OPEN HOUSE FAUX SHOW OPEN HOUSE 

AND AND AND AND SALSALSALSALEEEE    
 

FAUX AND FLEUR DESIGN 

    

View more than 800 decorative wall, ceil-
ing, floor and furniture finishes painted in  
3 3 3 3 homes in the Arlington (Barcroft) area. 

 

Saturday, October 4, 2008  
11am-3pm       

Sunday, October 5, 2008  
2-5 pm  

Start the tour at: 
4409 S. Pershing Ct. or 109 S. Utah 

(studio),  Arlington. VA 22204 

571-236-6830 

(Between Columbia Pike and Rt. 50 
off George Mason) 

 

 

Special CLASSES at the studio, for “do-it-
yourselfers” to learn the basics of several 

faux techniques. Fri Oct. 3, 1-3; Sat. Oct 4,  
9 -11; Sun. Oct. 5, 12-2.   Cost is $35.00.  

Pre-registration  required as there is limited 
space. Mail your check to the above ad-

dress made out to Faux and Fleur Design. 

 
Fauxandfleur@aol.com    
www.fauxandfleur.comwww.fauxandfleur.comwww.fauxandfleur.comwww.fauxandfleur.com    

Wakefield High Events 
 

October 24th -7:00pm Cafeteria 

Orchestra Concert  7:00pm -  Especially 
suited for children who are encouraged to 
attend in their PJ’s! 
 

November 14th  7:30  -  Auditorium 
Marching Warriors in Concert  -  Missed 
a home game?  Come and see their Fall 
show — and more! 
 

Home Football Games 7:30 PM 

Bring the family! 
Friday 10/3 Thomas Jefferson 
Friday 10/17 Yorktown (Homecoming) 
Friday 10/24 JEB Stuart 
Friday 10/31 Mount Vernon 
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Barcroft National Merit Scholar 

 
Congratulations to high school senior, Leslie 

Bull, who is one of 17 Arlington students 
recognized as semifinalists in the National 
Merit Scholarship Competition.  Semifinalists 
are the highest scoring entrants in each state 
and represent less than one percent of the na-
tion's seniors. 
 
Leslie lives on 8th St. S with her mother, 
Elizabeth. Leslie attended Barcroft and Ken-
more, and is currently a senior at Wakefield.  
She says she has really enjoyed all three 
schools. 
 
She started in Kindergarten at Barcroft.  She 
almost skipped 1st grade but instead, Principal 
Miram Hughy-Guy went out of her way to 
arrange for Leslie to have part of her day with 
the first graders and part with the 2nd graders.  
Ms. Hughy-Guy made sure that the two class-
rooms were close together so that Leslie 
could easily walk back and forth. She also 
made special arrangements for Leslie’s lunch 
schedule.  After that year, Leslie stayed with 
her age group, but her teachers gave her 
harder work and extra challenges. 
 
At Kenmore, Leslie appreciated a program 
called “Act 2.”  This allowed her to take 
some electives after school.  During the 
school day, her course load was just too 
heavy to allow time for electives such as art 
and “tech ed.” 

Leslie says if she had to do it all over again, 
and could choose between attending Wake-
field, Washington-Lee or Thomas Jefferson 
high schools, she would choose Wakefield.  
She has really enjoyed going there.  She    
describes the students as:  “Everyone from 
everywhere.”  She loves the way that    
Wakefield strongly encourages all students to 
take advanced placement classes and provides 
support to help students succeed.  She has 
taken at least one Advanced Placement class 
each year starting in 9th grade. 
 
These days Leslie is being recruited by a lot 
of colleges and universities.  She says she 
now gets more mail each day than her 
mother! 
          *************************** 
 

Barcrofter Singer   
 

Barcrofter Carl Costanzo is a longtime mem-
ber of The Arlington Chapter of the Barber-
shop Harmony  Society.   He will be singing 
bass as they present an a cappella barbershop 
harmony performance at the NRECA Confer-
ence Center, 4301 Wilson Blvd., 2 PM, Satur-
day, November 1.  The Arlingtones Barber-
shop Chorus and Chapter quartets will per-
form.  The featured quartet is "FRiDAYS!, 
who recently participated in the annual Mid-
Atlantic District quartet  competition in Wild-
wood, NJ.  Free garage parking-entrance off 
N. Taylor St. Tickets: Door-$12 / Advance-
$10.  Info: 703-521-9331 
www.thearlingtones.com 

AROUND  THE  NEIGHBORHOODAROUND  THE  NEIGHBORHOODAROUND  THE  NEIGHBORHOODAROUND  THE  NEIGHBORHOOD    
with Kathy Kerr  
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Carl  and his wife, Lisa, of S. George Mason 
Drive, are original owners of their home pur-
chased in 1968.  In 1970, Carl went to a shop-
ping area called “Parkington” (now known as 
Ballston!)  He heard a chorus singing in the 
barbershop, so he stopped to listen.  He thought 
it would be a lot of fun to try that. He sat in the 
barber’s chair to audition — and has been hav-
ing fun singing ever since! 
 

Today the group has 26 members and three 
active quartets. Rehearsals are at Gunston Mid-
dle School. They do a number of performances 
each year. Two years ago his quartet sang the 
National Anthem at the BSCL 4th of July pa-
rade and then provided more singing inside the 
Community House.  The group has rented the 
BSCL Community House a number of times 
for their “After Glow” party following con-
certs. 

Carl  has retired three times, first from the 
Navy, then from the government, and then 
from work as consultant.  When asked about 
interesting Barcroft memories, he recalled the 
time a house was moved from S. Taylor Street 
to 902 S. George Mason Drive. The house was 
on the land owned by Our Saviour Lutheran 
Church. It was jacked up, loaded onto a flatbed 
tractor and then was carefully set on a new 
foundation where it still sits today! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 St. John’s Episcopal ChurchSt. John’s Episcopal ChurchSt. John’s Episcopal ChurchSt. John’s Episcopal Church 

415 S. Lexington St. 703-671-6834 
Arlington, VA 22204  http://stjohnsarlington.thediocese.net 

 We invite you to participate in 

 our open and welcoming community of faith 

Worship with us Sundays at 8:00 A.M. or 10:00 A.M. 
Pray and praise together, hear an inspirational sermon, receive Holy Communion 

Pause for reflection and prayer  Wednesday evenings at 7:30 P.M. 

Informal worship and sharing in the middle of the week 
 

Celebrate St. Francis’s Day with St. John’s!  
Bring your healthy pets that “play well with others” – 

or just their picture – for the outdoor 

Blessing of the Animals – October 5, 5:00 P.M. 
 

 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  John 1:5 
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Bottles and Plastic 
 

Currently, the County's residential curbside 
recycling program accepts only narrow-necked 
plastic containers that are stamped with a num-
ber 1 or 2 – basically, bottles. However, now 
residents can also recycle their bottle caps by 
leaving them on the bottle. 
 
As of July 1, 2008, Arlington began accepting 
plastics numbered 1 through 7 only at the 
County's two recycling 'drop-off' centers. 
These plastics include yogurt cups, deli con-
tainers, clamshell containers, margarine tubs, 
and flower pots. 
 
By Spring 2009, all plastic containers num-
bered 1 through 7 will recycled at the curbside. 
Questions? Call 703-228-7866 or email vhur-
dle@arlingtonva .us 

Recycling Other Items 
 

E-CARE (Arlington Environmental Col-
lection and Recycling Event) October 11, 
2008  
8:30 AM - 3:00 PM Thomas Jefferson 
Middle School, 125 South Old Glebe 
Road. 
 
E-CARE is an event held twice a year 
where Arlington residents can safely dis-

pose of household hazardous materials, 

or recycle bikes, small metal items, elec-

tronic equipment, shoes, eyeglasses, and 

durable medical equipment.  
 
In addition, compost bins will be for sale. 
For more information, please visit: 
 www.arlingtonva.us/des 

Arlington Forest United Methodist Church 

“A Community of Love and Hope Where All Are Welcome” 

http.//www.arlingtonforestchurch.org/ (703)525-0961 

4701 Arlington Boulevard, Arlington, VA 22203 

Causal Worship: 8:20 a.m., Traditional: 11:00 a.m. Sunday 

Chesterbrook Montessori School now open on site  

     10/18 Crop Walk, 8:00 a.m., 10/19 Animal Blessing, 3:00 p.m. 

     10/25 U2 Eucharist Service, 3:00 p.m.,  

10/31, 6:30 p.m. Community Halloween party 

All The Latest in Arlington Recycling 
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FREE FREE FREE FREE         
Special Report From Realtors Special Report From Realtors Special Report From Realtors Special Report From Realtors     
Mike Webb and Claudia Webb:Mike Webb and Claudia Webb:Mike Webb and Claudia Webb:Mike Webb and Claudia Webb:    

 

29 Essential Tips That Get Homes 

Sold Fast (And For Top Dollar) 
 

 
Mike and Claudia are now offering their special report “29 Essential Tips That Get Homes 
Sold Fast-- And For Top Dollar.” Vital reading for anyone selling a home now or in the near 
future. 
 
In this special report Mike and Claudia share many of the tips that professional utilize to help 
maximize a home’s potential and actual worth---and most importantly help you drive up the 
selling price.  You’ll learn many important things you need to do, but more important may be 
the things it tells you not to do, things that could cost you dearly at the negotiating table. 

                    To get your free copy of this report, 
RE/MAX Allegiance                 Call Mike and Claudia Webb  703-979-3016 

To the Editor: 

 
They're back! It's election time again and the 
local Barcroft PC enforcers are out in full 
force. Yes, our local heroes are once again 
taking down yard signs displayed on personal 
property.  
 
These signs express what apparently is a   
blasphemous position around here -- support 
for a Republican candidate. In this particular 
instance the Republican candidate for Presi-
dent. Yes, my McCain sign just got ripped off 
a few days ago. Sadly, this happens nearly 
every election cycle in Barcroft these days. 

A Letter to the Editor:   Stolen Signs 

Perhaps years of one party control in the area 
have left some of the local party hacks bored 
with nothing better to do. Perhaps they're con-
cerned that any independent expression of 
opinion might threaten their grip on the     
lemmings in the area and hence they need to 
destroy all evidence of another point of view.  
 
Whatever the case may be, as far as I know, 
freedom of expression is still a right, even in 
the People's Republic of Arlington. Make sure 
the party faithful get the memo!  
 

Most sincerely, 
Kirt Johnson  

 



 

 

Barcroft School and Civic League 
800 South Buchanan Street 
Arlington, VA 22204 

  Distress sales explained.  Everyone has 

read, seen and even heard distress sales.  Quite a 
few have occurred right here in the Barcroft 
neighborhood.  Here are some explanations: 

Short Sale- when a home owner owes more 

than the home is worth and is in a hardship situa-
tion financially where a sale must happen (loss of 
job, divorce, etc.). Just because a seller WANTS to 
sell does not mean the lender(s) will approve, and 
a hardship must be demonstrated and docu-
mented. Short sales are successful about 50% of 
the time. 

Foreclosure - once a homeowner is behind 3 

to 4 payments (typically), a Notice of Default is filed 
by the lender. Often an owner already has the 
home on the market as a short sale, and the lender 
runs out of patience.  

REO - Real estate owned properties (also com-
monly called bank owned properties) If a foreclo-
sure property does not sell, it may be auctioned off 
(e.g., a trustee’s sale). If it is not bought at the auc-
tion then the house becomes an asset owned by 
the bank and is listed for sale by the bank on the 
open market.      

As a buyer looking for a “great deal” in a REO or 
short sale- there are some things to keep in 
mind.  REO properties present the greatest buying 
opportunity. Typically, when you make an offer to a 
bank on a REO property you can expect to receive 
a counter offer. Sometimes it will be much higher 
than expected, but banks do this to show investors 
(note holders of the property) that they are attempt-
ing to get top dollar for the property.  All REO prop-
erties are sold “AS-IS” and no repairs will be made, 
there will be no disclosures and in some cases the 
homes are not in great condition. The same can be 
said about short sales.  Call me for more details 
and advice if you are looking for a great bargain in 
the local market! 

 

          

FREE Notary Service… 

        For Barcroft Residents!

Casey O'Neal, Associate Broker 

RE/MAX Allegiance  703-824-4800 

www.CaseyOneal.com 


