
April 2008

Barcroft News
Vol 105, lssue 8

President's Report

by Heidi l4/icker

Happy Spring to all! Please join us at the next com-
munity meeting on Thursday, April 3 at7:30pm for
a discussion of two items which will be shaping the
future of the areas surrounding our neighborhood in
the months and years to come.

First, we will be discussing the plans for developing
the site of the former Bob & Edith's diner at Bu-
chanan Street and Columbia Pike. We have invited
the developers of the site to join us in person for this
meeting to relay their plans and take your comments
and questions.

Second, we will be discussing the plans for expan-
sion of the existing Army National Guard Readiness
Center (ARNGRC), parking facilities, and other
supporting facilities to accommodate the 1200 per-
sonnel who will be vacating government-leased
space in accordance with the Base Realignment
Enclosure (BRAC)

Recommendations. We will discuss the potential
impact to the neighborhood. We also would like to
determine at this meeting what the position of the
BSCL is regarding the plans for expansion, specifi-
cally what facets of the expansion we support and
what facets we do not support, so that we can relay
the BSCL's feedback to the County.

At the last meeting we were joined by the Arlington
County Code Enforcement officers for a useful dis-
cussion of what constitutes a code violation, how
one reports a violation to the County and how the
violation is investigated. I relayed all of the com-
plaints I received to the County and they com-
menced the investigations. Due to legal reasons,
however, the County cannot relay the progress of an
investigation to anyone except the person submit-
ting the report. Thus, I encourage you all to check
with the Code Enforcement office at703-228-3232
to add yourself as a complainant and obtain the
status of the investisation.

Borcroft Elementory Book Exchonge CafA,
Tuesdoy, April 15th
6:30 unt i l  8:00 PM

Do you hove books you don't read onymore?
sHARE!

Come to the Borcroft Elementory Book Exchonge ond Cof d,.
More detoils on poge 7.
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Keep up with events by joining the Barcroft
chat group and news list.

Go to: www.bscl.ors.

Classifieds

Behringer Pet Care - We take care of most any pet.
703-685- 1 07 I

Teenage Babysitter - Week nights and weekends:
Sarah @703-521-8756.

Babysitter: Red Cross certified eighth-grader avail-
able for neighborhood babysitting. Call Abby atl03-
892-1 090.

Rebekah's Pet Care (walking, feeding, sit-
t ing)....703 -521 -87 56.

itray Cat Found

Male, part Bengal, brown and tan with dark
brown stripes. Rings on tail. White feet and white
chest. Very long body.

The vet said the cat is 4-5 years old, neutered
and weighs about 13 lbs. He had no col lar.

Please cal l
703-892-8083
cell 703-395-0457
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Barcroft News Staff

Editor Annie Harold. 486-0t179
editor(@bscl.org

Publisher /  Mail ing Marge Mil ler, 703-979-5838
margem(gyahoo.com

Advertising Mgr. Jim Kerr, 892-6458
J imrZbsc l .o rg

Neighborhood News Kathy Kerr, 892-6458

Deadlines: 14h (ads) or 15th (news/editorial rnaterial) day
of the month preceding the issue month.

BSCL Officers for 2007-2008
Pre.sident

Vice President

Rec'ording Sec'y.

Treasurer

Corres. Secy.
Membership Secy.

Board Members

Community House
l"atilit.v Mgr.

Re.storation
Fundruising
[,attd.scuping
Trulfit C'ornmittet'

Panttle
(.'olutnbiu Pikt

Demet(.r
C'rime
Ptu'ks

Heidi Wicker, 202 4U9 6053
heidi(gbscl.org
Bryant Monror.21 1-Q944
Bryant(r!bscl.org
Marlene Terreros-Oronao
228-38 |  8
Gary Lct-cbvrc, 52 1 -01 ti4
Gary(aybscl.org
vacant
Pcg Le fcbvrc ,52 l -0184
Peg@bscl.org
Jim Kerr, David Michaelson
Mike Behringer, Shir ley Gay

Chr is t inc  Scu l l ion
clscul I  ion(4yahoo.com
David Michaelson
JoAnne Bamhart, 920-082 I
Scott Brinitzer, 892-0308
Elaine Squcri.  920-1 0 |  4
Elainc(i ibscl.org
Andrew Iiunter. 979-8247
Bryant Monroc. 21 | -0944

Bryant(albsc Lorg
Darlenc Mickey
vacant
She l lcy Fichtncr, 4136-0856
Shcllcy(rr,bscl.  org

Purking Committec vacant
Volunlcers vacant

Web Master;
Vo I unteers (r4 bsc l. o rg
Randy Swart, 52 l-2080
randy(rf bscl.org

The Barcrr/i Nr:wx is printed on recycled paper with vege-
table-based ink by the Stanley Adams Printing Company.

All phone numbcrs are area code 703 unless notcd.

IT'S NEVER TOO LATE
To Become a BSCL Member

Check the Current Membership List on the
BSCL web-page (BSCL.org).

l f  your name isn't  there, print the Membership
Form, and send i t  in with your dues (Sti l l  only $3
for individuals or $6 for a couple.) Everything you
need is on the form.

lf  you can send along a contr ibution to the
Community House Fund or the Tree Fund, i t  wi l l
be very much appreciated.
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Congregr l lnn

llfr ar* an lnrlusftrx Janrisk sommunity*
we{cpfffng p*cple of di&nrnf &aeJrgro$nd* ar*d *ndftitns"

fcm* Jnin Us fbr $habbaf $*rvic*sj
Fridays b*ginnirg at *:{$ pn $nturday* fr*nn 10:S* ann until }dn*n

wlth *fles followinp t*ith kiddu*Nt fcltowixfl

- 
t' LOW RATES {r
Weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, ffi

or one t ime cleaning avai lable 
l l f

Call any time - 703-628-3434 s-\-'6{-

Jul iet 's Housecleaning Service

Honest, with Excellent Barcroft
area References - over 10 years exp

7 03-354-3225 or 57 1-236-3700

*nnhdaison, LLC
Prop*rty Management

Your neightlorhood real estate services company

o Prapenty Managenrent
. Real esiate sales
. Rentals

Call  Mamadou Dia @ 703-980-4857

" Your peace of mind is my goal"

POSTPONED: Barcroft Players Children's Theater

POSTPONED.. .

Children's Theater Matinees:
WILL NOT BE PRESENTED IN APRIL

Oops, due to circumstances beyond our control, the
Barcroft Players will have to postpone the chil-
dren's play that was originally scheduled for April.

We all still love the play and expect to perform it
sometime in the future. If you'd like to participate
in any of the Barcroft Players' shows - as an actor
or behind the scenes - please call Barbara Swart at
(703) 521-2080 or email her at Barbara@bscl.org.
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National Diabetes Walk in Barcroft Arlington Home Show and Expo

You probably saw them out your window or per-
haps you joined them on the route...

Barcroft Elementary School gathered their stu-
dents, staff, families and neighbors for their third
annual 5K School Walk for Diabetes, an event of
the American Diabetes Association, on Sat, March
8, 2008 at 9 a.m.

Students and teachers of Barcroft are worked to-
gether to raise funds to support the important re-
search, information and advocacy efforts of the
American Diabetes Association. Approximately
20.8 million children and adults have diabetes in
United States, and one in three babies born today
will develop diabetes in their lifetime.

Not only did students raise funds, but they are also
actively learned life-long lessons about the serious-
ness of diabetes and how eating healthy and exer-
cising can help prevent the disease. The school
received a percentage of the funds raised for the
American Diabetes Association back to purchase
needed physical education equipment and school
medical supplies.

"We are so excited to participate in School Walk
for Diabetes," said Carmen Dunlap. "lt is a chance
for us to make a difference in our comtnunity and
at the same time raise money for an imporlant
cause." The idea for the walk was developed by
the students after learning about a Barcroft paretrt
who developed diabetes as an adolescent.

The American Diabetes Association is the nation's
lead in g vo luntary health or ganrzatron supp ortin g
diabetes research, information and advocacy.
Founded in 1940, the Association supports volun-
teers in every state and region of the country, pro-
viding service to hundreds of communities across
the country.

Arlington Home Show and Expo
Saturday, April 12, 2008
l0:00 am to 4:00 pm
Walter Reed Community Center
Walter Reed Community Center
2909 16th Sr. S.
Arlington,V A22204

The 2nd Annual Arlington Home Show & Expo is
a great opportunity for business owners to offer
valuable information, products and services to lo-
cal homeowners who will benefit from the conven-
ience of one-stop shopping for a wide variety of
home improvement solutions, with an event that is
free to the public.

With the mature housing stock, high land values,
and incredible location of the Arlington area,many
hundreds of homeowners are deciding to expand
andlor renovate existing homes rather than move.
In addition, people are buying into these neighbor-
hoods with immediate plans to remodel. Moreover,
horneowners here are especially interested in find-
ing ways to make their homes more energy effi-
cient.

This creates a great market for architects, builders,
kitchen and bath remodelers, landscapers, and
companies that offer windows, roofing, gutters,
flooring, paving, waterproofing, as well as home
maintenance services. Lenders will also benefit
from participating in the show because many atten-
dees will be interested in ways to finance their
home improvements.

The show will also include a variety of classes/
seminars on subjects of interest to residents and
landlords and exhibitors from Arlington County
and area non-profits who can offer valuable advice
and assistance to those who attend.
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PETRONA
CLEANING SERVICE

We Offer:
- Prompt Professional Services
- Houses, Townhouses, Apartments
- Guaranteed Low Prices
- References

Call  Petrona at:
7 03-7 53-8287 or 7 03-209-3766 (cell )
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Take the Two Mile Challenge NEIGHBORHOOD SCHOOL NEWS

Would you walk or use your bicycle for errands
and other trips of less than two rniles? Maybc
once a week, or once a month?

The company that makes Clif Bars is promoting
The Two Mile Challenge asking you to do that.
Their Web page notes that:

-- 40 oh of our trips are two miles or less

-- 90% of those trips are by car

-- 60% of the pollution created by auto emis-
sions happens in the first minutes of operation
while your engine and catalytic converter are
warming up.

-- Driving releases 20 pounds of carbon dioxide
pollutants per gallon of gas.

You can go to the website and map a two mile
radius from your home.

http :i/www. 2milechallenge. com

From Barcroft Elementary, the map includcs
Ballston, Shirl ington and Baileys Crossroads,
but stops short of Seven Corners, Clarendon or
Pentagon City. We have at trail to Shirl ington
and neighborhood streets to Ballston. Baileys
Crossroads is a little trickier if you want to avoicl
Columbia Pike, but there is a trail past the Long
Branch Nature Center that provides a back way
to get there.

You can see a YouTube video of the statistics:
http : i/www. youtube. com/watch?
v:Zz3zMzVdlX8

Worth a thoueht?

B arcroft Elementury School

Barcroft Elernentary art specialist (and Barcroft
neighbor) Marel Sitron had her article, Three-
Dimens ional Cu bist Mus ic ians-Reinterpreting a
Picasso painting as sculpture, published in the
March issue of School Arts Magazine.

Ms. Sitron collected wood scraps from construc-
tion projects around the neighborhood. Barcroft
5th graders used the wood to recreate Picasso's 2
dimensional painting, The Three Musicians, as a
3D wood construction. ... and you thought that
wall you knocked out went to waste!

Kenmore Middle School

Support your local Middle School. Find some
great bargains on local goods and services.

Kenmore's Silent Auction
Friday, April 11th
6:45 PM until 9 PM

Auction ltems, Entertainment, Fun.

Wukefield High School

RUN FOR WAKEFIELD - Really! You can even
walk, if you want to. Participate the Wakefield 5K
and help support the school's scholarship founda-
tion.

April 26th at 9 AM
Bluemont Junction and W&OD Trails
USATF-Certified Course

To register ($25) go to the school's website at
http : //www. ap sva. us/wakefi eld/site/default. asp
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Recycle and E-Cycle Barcroft Book Exchange and Cafe

On Saturday, April 19"', the Arlington Environ-
mental Collection and Recycling Event (E-CARE)
will sponsor a semi-annual event that offers Arling-
tonians the opportunity to safely dispose of house-
hold hazardous materials, recycle old electronic
equipment and small metal items, as well as donate
bicycles, books, shoes and eyeglasses.

At the spring'08 event, the regular handling fee for
computer monitors and televisions will be waived.
There is no cost for collection of household hazard-
ous materials. However, a $10.00 donation is re-
quested with bicycles in order to help the non-profit
organization Bikes for the World ship the bicycle to
a developing country.

Visit Arlington's web site for more information
about E-CARE and the materials accepted at the
event or call 703-228-6832.

Saturday, April 19,2008 (Rain or shine)
8:30am to 3:00pm
Thomas Jefferson Middle School
West Parking Lot

Tuesday, April l5'h from 6:30-9:00pm, Barcroft
Elementary School will be celebrating Leonardo da
Vinci's birthday at the Book Exchange Cafe! At the
book exchange there will be all levels of children's
books from Preschool up to middle school and be-
yond. There will be a storyteller plus additional
activities for the children. This celebration is not
just about the children - there will a selection of
adult books, as well. The cafd we will serve birth-
day cake for Leonardo in addition to coffee and hot
cocoa! !

Everyone is invited and encouraged to bring any
number of children's books to offer for ex-
change. They can then take home any number of
books that they choose. Also welcome are adult
selections such as novels for reading this summer
by the pool, parenting reference books, etc...

A1l leftover children's books will be made available
to the children in the school after the book exchange
and all remaining adult books will be donated.

Please ioin the fun.

Historical Fire Fighter Items Wanted What's Coming to the Pike?

The Arlington County Fire Department Historical
Committee is looking for any pictures, slides,
badges, helmets, or any othcr items that have served
with the department.

If you have anything for them please contact Lt.
Chuck Kramaric, tower5ladder@,yahoo.com, 703-
228-0105.

Pass the word...

Conceptual design of the new Arlington Mill Com-
munity Center.
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St. John's Episcopal Church

415 S. Lexinston St.
Arlingtcrn, YL22204

"q,,f 
l

We invite you to participate in our
open and welcoming community of faith

Worship with us Sundays at 8:00 ,\lt or 10:00 m,t
Pray and praise together, hear an inspirational serrnon, receive Holy
Communion
Reflect and pray with us Wednesday evenings at 7:30 pr,t

Informal candlelight prayer and reflection

St. John's Community Speakers Series presents
The Role o.f the Church in the Public Square

Speaker: John Johnson IV, Episcopal Church Office of
Government Relations

Apri l  28,7:30 pm

The light shines in the dorknes,s, and the darkness did not overcome it. John 1:5

703-671-6834
http: / / styrhnsarlington. thcdiocese.net

New Fire Station Opening Mark Your Calendar for the Blues

The Arlington County Fire Department will offi- The lcgendary band "Roomful of Blues" will
cially open the new Fire Station No. 5 on April 12. hcadline the 2008 Colurnbia Pike Blues Festival
The station, located at 1750 S.
Hayes Street in Aurora Highlands neighborhood

on Saturday June 21, I :00 to 8:00 pm.

near Pentagon City, figured prominently in thc Since 1967, the combination of swing, rock 'n'

response to the Pentagon attack on 9/1 l. roll, jurnp, blues and soul has earned the multiple

Firefighters wilr perform a traditional fire service 
award-winning group just praise'

ceremony at l lam to commemorate the station by Get excitedt Roomful of Blues, one of the finest
pushing a fire truck into its bay. ju*p and swing blues bands in the land, is coming
Visitors can tour the new facility and meet fire to Columbia Pike.
fighters and rescue personnel in the Open Housc
afterwards until I pm.

The station is about 3 blocks from the Pentagon
City Metro station and can be reached by the 16G
bus line running at 30 minute intervals along Co-
lumbia Pike.

Photo 08 ot the Ellipse
Browse fhrough the photogrophs of ort ists.

Februory 22 - Apri l  12,7QQB
4350 N. Foirfox Drive

Ellipse Art CenIer
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A Note about the Communitv House Plant a Tree for FREE

Karen Darner .served the Barcrofi Community as
CommuniQ House Rental Coordinator./br the past
several years. THAIVK YOU KAREN!

I thank each ofyou for your patience and for your
business these past three years. It has been fun to
work with you and for you. My family responsibil i-
ties require a little more flexibility in rny travel
schedule, so I have requested a replacement man-
ager as of March l, 2008. Thanks to Heidi, Pat,
Randy and Barbara, Gary and Peg, Annie and Eric,
Mark, and Scott for all of your hard work with this
great community treasure.

Our neighbor, Christine Scull ion, has assumed the
duties of rental manager of the historic Barcroft
Community House. I am very grateful to her for
volunteering for this responsibil i ty at this time.
Please contact Chris at clscull ion(({tyahoo.com you
wish to rent our community house. The cost is $ l5l
hr during the week, and $20lhr on the weekend f,or
BSCL dr-res-paying members. You'l l love it!

Thank vou. Karen Darner

Kudos

Congratulations to Wakefield Band Members
Daniel  Edwards and El izabeth O'Nei l .  Both of
these students auditioned for the All - Virsinia Band
and Orchestra.

Daniel, a Barcroft resident, was selected for the
second year, placing third overall in tuba in the
state.

Elizabeth was selected as first alternate oboe.

Great job!

The county is giving away free trees in conjunction
with its Neighborhood Day activit ies May 10. Resi-
dents need to place their order for trees by April
l7th. Please contact Barcroft tree stewardEliza-
beth_Rives@hohnail.com or by phone at (703) 486-
1323. Requests will be limited to 2 trees per per-
son. Please note the species and quantity you pre-
fer.

The two species available this year are native trees
highly recommended for this area. The Allegheny
Servicebeny (Amelanchier Laevis) is a small flow-
ering tree ( l5-25 ft) with year-round interest and
high wildlife value. It prefers part sun to shade and
can tolerate a moist location. View it at:
h ttp : //w w r.r,. c e s. nc s u. ed u/dep ts/h ort/c o n s u m e r/
factsheets/trees-new/amelanchier laevis.html

The Yellow Poplar/Tulip Poplar (Liriodendron
tulipifera) is a fast-growing large canopy tree (70-
100 ft) also with high wildlife value. It prefers a
full to part sun location. View it at:
h ttp : /r'i,vw rv. c c s. nc s u. cd u/d cpt s/hort/c ons umer/
factsh cct s/t ree s-n e w/l i r i odendron_tu l ip i fera. h tm l

The trees will be delivered in one-two gallon con-
tainers and their height should range between three
and five feet. This is a good size for transplanting
and future growth success, and is small enough to
handle with ease.

Trees will be available for pickup frorn the Barcroft
community house on Saturday May l0th. County
Tree Stewards will also be on hand to give a plant-
ing demonstration, and will provide detailed instruc-
tions, maintenance tips, and general guidance.

Don't miss out on this great chance to get highly
recommended trees for your yard at the same time
that you are helping to replenish Barcroft's declin-
ing tree canopy.
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Woman's Club Featured Speaker

Thc Woman's Club of Arlington wil l host Gcrald-
ine Shannon, E,xecutive Director of Arlingtonians
Meeting Emergency Nceds (AMEN) at their
monthly meet ing Monday, Apr i l  l th at  l :00 P.M.
at their clubhouse.

AMEN assists Arlington residcnts who havc bccn
referred by a social worker. AMEN sponsors pro-
grams such as the Daily Fund, the Fumiture Bank,
Dress for Work Success, Secr,rrity Deposit Loans
and Energy Share. Find out lnore about these pro-
grams at the Woman's Club monthly rneeting.

The clubhouse is located at 700 South Buchanan
St. next door to the Barcroft Cornrnnnity House.
Call 703-941-4559 for more information.
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FREE
Special Report From Realtors

Mike Webb and Claudia Webb:

29 Essential Tips That Get Homes
Sold Fast (And For Top Dollar)

Mike and Claudia are now of-fering their special reporl "29 Esscntial Tips That Get Homes
Sold Fast-- And For Top Dollar." Vital reading for anyone selling a horne now or in the near
future.

In this special report Mike and Claudia share rnany of the tips that professional util ize to help
maxirnize a horne's potential and actual worth---and most impoftantly help you drive up the
selling price. You'11 learn many important things you need to do, but more important may be
the things it tells you not to do' things that could cost you dearly at the negotiating table.

To get your free copy of this report,
RE/MAX Allegiance Call Mike and Claudia Webb 703-979-3016



Barcroft School and Civic Leasue
800 South Buchanan Street
Arlington, VA 22204

5729,750 is the New Maximum Loan!
On 3/6/08 FHA, Fannie Mae, and Freddie Mac

announced that higher loan limits set by the eco-
nomic stimulus bil l . FNMA and FHLMC will
only purchase jumbo-conforming mortgages origi-
nated through 12131/08. Mortgage lenders will
assist customers with implementation by provid-
ing ref'erence materials including an online loan
limit reference tool and guidance on our loan lirn-
its based on a property's geography.

Prior to the change, FHA was capped at
5362,190 and Fannie and Freddie had loan ceil-
ings of 5417,000. Before the credit crunch, rates
on jumbo loans were about .25 percent highcr.
Now with tighter credit, jurnbo rates are almost
1% higher.

The FHA plan wil l open up some great opportu-
nities. Here are some of the highlights:
*FHA loans can allow a credit score as lor.v as 620
*The borrower has to put in 3o/o of the sales price
into the transaction.
* All30 can come frorn a gift

You need no cash reserves.
xQualification ratios can go as

debt to income ratio.

i f  necessary.

high as 50% for

*The seller can pay up to 60/o of the sales price
toward closing costs; however the borrower still
MUST put3oh into the transaction.
*All single family homes and townhouses are eli-
gible for FHA financing. Condos must be ap-
proved for FHA.
*FHA does not have an issue with declining mar-
kets (Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac do)
*Ttrris really helps first time buyers, or buyers who
have slightly below average credit and little cash.
*FHA mortgages are consumer friendly loans
made by private banks insured by the government,
rnaking them attractive as the govefiIment guaran-
tee enables lenders to easily sell the loans.

FREE l{otary Service.,.
For B arcroft Residents !

Casey OtNefll, Associate Broker
RE/MAX Allegiance 703-824-
4800 www.C aseYOneal.com

FREE Report on How to Get the Price You
Want and Need When Selling Your Home

www.Settin gYourH ousePrice.com


