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President's Report
by Heidi Wicker

After a whirlwind summer that never seems long
enough, Barcroft Elementary school is in full swing
and it's back to school and work for the rest of the
Barcrofters. Please join us at the Community House
on September 6 at 7:30 for our first regular meeting
of the 2007-2008 season. We will be discussing a
report provided by the County regarding projects
needed to complete our neighborhood infrastruc-
ture. We have been asked to create a "wish list" of
projects we would like to see completed--for exam-
ple, streetlight additions and replacements, sidewalk
repair, curb, gutter and street improvements, traffic
calming and intersection improvements and beauti-
fication. We hope that all Barcrofters will partici-
pate in the meeting and providing feedback about
issues that are important to you!

The Fourth of July parade this year was yet another
success, thanks to participation by multitudes of
Barcrofters marching in the parade, the hard work
of our many volunteers and to Andrew Hunter and
Katherine McGuire at the helm. The Sun Gazette

published wonderful pictures of the festivities that
we can all enjoy for years to come.

The National Night Out Ice Cream Social also was a
huge hit, as always. Many thanks to past BSCL
president Pat Williamson who boldly took the lead
in arranging for this evening of sugary fun on a hot
summer day. Pat has the distinct honor of being the
first Ice Cream Social organizer to buy exactly the
right amount of ice cream! We were joined by Ar-
lington police officers, sheriffs department, County
Board members Chris Zimmerman and Barbara
Favola and Barcrofters young and older alike.

You may have noticed the new curbs on 4th and 6th
Streets at Taylor Street, which were installed this
summer for traffic calming at those busy intersec-
tions. The new curbs also have proper cutouts for
ease of crossing with wheelchairs and baby car-
riages, which are a great improvement as well.

We look forward to seeing all of you and catching
up on September 6 at 7:30pm at the Community
House.
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Classffieds

Behringer Pet Care - we take care of most any pet'

703-685-  I  07  I

Arlington Formers Morkets

Yummy, locol corn, Peaches ond more!

Meet your neighbors of the morket'

Clorendon Formers Morket

WednesdoY 3 PM-7 PM ot the metro

RosslYn Formers Morket
Thursdoy 11 AM-3 PM ot Metro Pork

Bollston Formers Morket

Fridoy 11 AM-3 PM ot Wellburn Squora

Arlington Formers Morket

Soturdoy 9 AM-Noon ot N. Courthouse Rd'

Columbio Pike Formers Morket

Sundoy 9 AM-1 PM in Front of Eckerds

Did you know there were so monY?!

HAVE SOMETHING TO SELL?

PLACE A CLASSIFIED IN THE

BSCL NEWSLETTER'

FREE TO NEIGHBORS!

BETTER THAN CRAIG'S LIST."

Deadlines: 1Oth (ads) or l5th (ncws/editorial rnaterial) day

of  t l l c  rnonth  prcccd ing  the  iss t re  month '

BSCL Officers for 2006-2007

Barcroft News Staff

Editor

Publisher / Muiling

Advertising Mgr.

Neighborhood Nev's

Wab Mu.ster:

President

Vit'e President

Recording SecY.

Treasurer

Corres. Sec'v.
Membership Sec'Y.

Board Memhers

Communilv House
Facilit,v Mgr.

Restoration
Fundraising
Land.scaping
Trtffic Ct>mmittee

Parude
Columbia Pike

Demeter
Crime
Parl$

Parking Committee vacant

Volunteers vacant

Annie t larold, 486-0879

e ditor(rr,,bsc l.org
vacant
Jim Kerr. 892-6'158

Jim(albscl.org
Kathy Kcrr, 892-6458

Heidi Wicker
heidi(albscl.org
Bryant Monroe,27 l-0944

Bryant(qr,,bscl.org
Marlene Teneros-Oronacr

979-3827
Gary Lefebvre, 52 1 -0 I 84

Gary@)bscl.org
vacant
Peg Lel'ebvre, 52 I -0 I 84

Peg(albscl.org
Jim Kerr, David Michaelson

Mike Behringer, ShirleY GaY

Karen Damer,2'71-5284
lk darn e r(rD c o mc a st. n et

David Michaelson
JoAnne Bamhart, 920-082 I

Scott Brinitzer, 892-0308

Elainc Squeri, 920-1 0 | 4

Elaine(a)bscl.org
Andrcw Hunter, 9'/9-8247

Bryant Monro e, 2'7 | -0944

Bryant@bscl.org
Darlcne MickeY
vacant
Shcl ley Fichtner, 486-0856

Shellcy(!bscl.org

Vo I unteers(rq bscl. org

Randy Swar t ,52 l -2080
randy(!bscl.org

The Burcrrtfi Neur is printed on rccyclcd papcr with vcge-

table-based ink by the Stanley Adams Printing Company'

Al l  ohone numbers are area code 703'

Keep up with events by joining the Barcroft

chat grouP and news list'

Go to: www.bscl'org'
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CnngneEnt ion
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Juliet's Housecleaning Service

Honest, with Excellent Barcroft area
References - over 10 years exp

LOW RATES
Weekly, Bi-weekly, monthly,

or one time cleaning available

Call anv time
7 03 -3 54-3225 or 7 03 -23 6-37 00

BonMaison, LLL
Property Management

Your neighborhood real estate services company

o Property Management
o Real estate sales
o Rentals

Call Mamadou Dia @ 703-980-4857

" Your peace of mind is my goal"

Playground Art-F all 2007

German sculptor Bonifatius Stirnberg of Aachen,,
Germany has recast his sculpf,rce SpielschifJ'(Play
Ship in German) from molds he originally used to
create an identical piece in 1979 for Aachen, Ar-
lington's sister city. This duplicate sculpture will be
installed in Maury Park adjacent to the Arlington
Arts Center in fall,2007 .

Spielschilfis an interactive play sculpture with parts
that can be repositioned, swiveled, peered through
and explored. Children can imagine they command

a magical vessel either from the lower level's re-
volving hull, or in the crow's nest which is equipped
with kaleidoscopes and weathervanes.

The sculpture was funded by the Department of
Parks,Recreation and Cultural Resources, Public Art
Program, Cultural Affairs Division.

Aachen, Germany is Arlington's sister city.
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Arlington Remembers

2007 Events Commemorating September 1l

Saturday, Sept.8
Arlington Police/Fire/Sheriff 9-11 Memorial

5K -- a race benefiting local charities and open

to all runners.
Saturday, Sept. 8 and SundaY, SePt.9

First Responders Cup Tournament -- a

Girls Fast Pitch Tournament to celebrate the

heroism of the Arlington Fire and Police who

were the first at the Pentagon. The tournament
will be held at Arlington's newly renovated
Baroroft Sports ComPlex.

Tuesday, Sept.  11,9:15 a.m.
Arlington's Commemorative Observance:--
Arlington County remembers the lives lost at

the Pentagon and honors those who responded
to the attack -- with a ceremonial tolling of a

bell 184 times, once for each victim.

pgsl&H/ B$Itp REnilSSStIHC

Servinq Ariinqton frr 2tt Years!

Additionx
Fop Tops i S*qsnd FlsErE

Kitchen*. flaths. Farnily Roorns
Milster Suites . 8l*em€$ts

*'Gr**n" Frojecta

t?03) 536-*00
wmlr. $*s&S,,t*s.sf0

53:l 1** ttaglts;I. trlsglor,1r*J* atroa

{;}rr 'A" Lifl&ts t:-*1'**:E !5} 'ar' rti,*&

FREE
Special Report From Realtors

Mike Webb and Claudia Webb:

29 Essential Tips That Get Homes

Sotd Fast (And For ToP Dollar)

Mike and Claudia are now offering their special report "29 Essential Tips That Get Homes

Sold Fast-- A1d For Top Dollar." Vital reading for anyone selling a home now or in the near

future.

In this special report Mike and Claudia share many of the tips that professional utilize to help

maximrze a home's potential and actual worth---and most importantly help you drive up the

selling price. you'll learn many important things you need to do, but more important may be

the things it tells you not to do, things that could cost you dearly at the negotiating table.

To get your free copy of this report'

RE/MAX Allegiance Call Mike and Claudia Webb 703-979-3016
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N. VA. CONSTRUCTION [NC.
Visit us at http://www.nvaconstructions.com

Speci ahztng in lJpdating Kitchens & Bathrooms
Finished Basements. Additions. Harwood floor & tile

Licensed, Insured and Bonded
Call Hector Saravia for a free estimate

o ffi c e' o' ?-o,i;?ilf ,ffi 3ii; ?,ZIK ":,:#lf " 
u' 23 60

us at http ://www.nvaconstructions.com

September Meeting: Neighborhood Wish List

The County is compiling a list of all the projects
needed to complete neighborhood infrastructure:
sidewalks, streetlights, curb and gutter, traffic
calming and neighborhood park improvements
among them. To help this process, Barcroft is mak-
ing a list of the improvements we may ask for in
the foreseeable future. It will be based on re-
sponses to our neighborhood survey, and is being
drafted by our Neighborhood Conservation Plan
committees.

ln our September 6 meeting we will review the
draft and make any needed changes. The product
of the meeting will be our input to the County--
our wish list to finish Barcroft. Please come and
be a part of this process. Be ready to talk about
missing sidewalks, street lights, traffic calming,
park amenities or other improvements that you
think we need. This is a warrnup for drafting our
Neighborhood Conservation Plan this fall. For
info email or call Randy Swart.

September BSCL Meeting
Community House 800 South Buchanan Street

7 :30 PM
Be a part of it!



S E P T E M B E R  2 O O 7 B A R C R O F T  N E W S PAGE 6

Cinema at the Central LibrarY

Viva Cuba (2007)
A fi lm by Juan Carlos Cremata Malberti

In Spanish with English subtitles
Thursday, Septemb er 20, 2007, 6:30 p.m.

In a tale akin to "Romeo and Juliet," the friendship

between two children is threatened by their parents'

differences. Malir is from an upper-class family

and her single mother does not want her to play

with Jorgito, as she thinks his background coarse

and commonplace. Jorgito's mother' a poor social-

ist proud of her family's social standing, places

similar restrictions on her son. What neither

woman recognizes is the immense strength of the

bond between Mahi and Jorgito. When the chil-

dren learn that Malir's mother is planning to leave

Cuba, they decide to travel to the other side of the

island to find Malir's father and persuade him

against signing the forms that would allow it.

http : //www. fi lmmovement. com/fi lmcatalog/

index. asp?MerchandiselD: I I 4

Look for more Planet Arlington Cinema events at

the central library in the coming months.

iE u", plumbers averagc morc than a decade's expcriencc

l n
!U F.""  scrv iec cs l in t r tes & adr  rce
:
iElonn.rt nrininrum service chargc in Northern vA Highlv rate4 bv Service

Z Mugit

iE *. have hundreds of commercial clients. plcase visit our website for some

I rcferences
: r---t

!lJ Z-nou. appoinrment schc4ule to minimize your wait time. and we call in ad-

! vance before arriving the servtce area
:f-a

iu,.w._au_it_ott indoor/outdoor, residential or cornmercial plumbing: repair/

I rcplace old and ncw water hcaters. sump pumps' gas pipes & connections

!  and much more. . . "

i E li""n."a. bonded. antj insured

iE *.*U", of Better Business Bureau and PHCC

:r---r

! lJ  vout  ca l ls  arc a lwi l ls  an5sercd by a person

ffi@Ufl G e t t :"i'# ifrli'f, ?J.' ii
Effi 7 o% oFF i.
F {f f i l . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Gomputer Gonsult ing and
Repair:

. Track, troubleshoot and re-
solve PC problems
o Enable wireless Internet
and/or print ing.
. Transfer f i les, emails, and
email settings from Your old PC
to your new one.
. Upgrade your computer
memory, hard drive, and other
hardware.

Free esttmate. $50 Per hour.
Call Jerry @ 703-933-0558

rrr*r',i rll lrlnrtibittq,r'ottr
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Take Part in your Community

Your community needs you. The distribution of
this fine community newsletter is in jeopardy.

The position of publisher/mailer for the BSCL
Newsletter has been vacant for since spring 2007.
The editor filled the spot until summer break but it
is now in dire need of a volunteer for the coming
news cycle.

The duties include:
1. Pick up the newsletters from Stanley Printing

in Clarendon.
2. Bundle the newsletters according to routes.
3. Deliver the newsletters to the approximately

30 atnazing neighbors who deliver the news-
letters on their street.

This is an incredible opportunity to give back to
our wonderful community. It will take approxi-
mately four hours per month.

Please step up and accept this responsibility or talk
to a neighbor who you think might be willing to
contribute! This would also be a great community
service opportunity for middle / high school stu-
dents with minimal oversight from a parent.

Contact Heidi Wicker to volunteer 202,776.07I7

lI

l t l
I

__l I

bSCLMLMbLKSIj
I t 's Never Too Late to Join...

The form is avai lable at BSCL.org.

PETRONA
CLEANING SERVICE

We Offer.
- Prompt Professional Services
- Houses, Townhouses, Apartments
- Guaranteed Low Prices
- References

Call  Petrona at:
7 03-7 53-8287 or 7 03-209-3766 (cel | )

€t
q*tE-r*fxal'$-{a'l,e*

p r r r  i : ? ' l * r  i  u n  {  ; 1 " ' " ' r  q  h

r , " , i lN{*$i l :  .  g l t -g"f  Lt ;s j  .  i r ; [1" 'u*,  .  ] - ] ls i i - [ f i I tT ' ;

Fashr $h*rnn f,nrs
bryn4ft,. arIiftgfoilpreshpe r:{an. c rg

35f;7 **lunrtia Pike at Lin*,*ln Street
7['3-93*-5Sfifr

Speedy Tolliver Fiddle and Banjo Fest - Lubber Run Amphitheatre

Once again Arlington Cultural Affairs, with support
from wrvu,.Bluegrasscountry.org, honors old time
music master Speedy Tolliver with his very own
event. The event has become a tradition in Arling-
ton, a tribute to Speedy's lifelong achievements and
dedication to traditional music, and this year will
again feature a category for banjo players as well as

fiddlers. Speedy Tolliver, at age 89, is known for
his versatility, having mastered various fiddle and
banjo styles including old time, bluegrass, Dixie-
land and swing. banjo players of any traditional
style to perform in celebration of their love for tra-
ditional music. Come out to this free event!
Sunday, September 23, Noon - 4-ish



S E P T E M B E R  2 O O 7 B A R C R O F T  N E W S PAGE 8

Planet Arlington NEIGHBORHOOD SCHOOL NEWS

6ffF..g PLANET ARLINGTON iS

pLAl{HI. an Arlington County pro-

AR rr xcrox g,'-"- d::igl-'d l: :ilro::,issues of imrnigration, glob-
alization and the environ-

ment through the lens of the
arts and hurnanities. Beyond the annual World
Music Festival, the County wil l also produce
numerous Planet Arlington activit ies thror.rghout
the year

World Music Festival 2007
Saturday, Septemb er l, 2007
Netherlands Caril lon/Iwo Jima Memorial
Grounds. RAIN OR SHINE,
Informatio n: 7 03 -228 - I 8 5 0
Shuttle buses will run continuously from the
Rosslyn Metro Station, Arlington Mill Commu-
nity Center, 497 5 Columbia Pike, and Barcroft
Sports and Fitness Center, 4200 S. Four Mile
Run Drive.

4 p.m. Skatalites
5:30 p.m. Cyro Baptista
6:30 p.m. Benny Jones Sr. & the Treme

Brass Band
7:15 p.m. Li la Downs
8:45 p.m. Hugh Masekela

Emceed by Kojo Nnamdi of media partner
WAMU 88.5  FM-

Putumayo's Word Playground (Children's
Stage):

4 p.m. Bakithi Kumalo with Robbi K
5 p.m. Phil Melancon
6 p.m. Asheba

B arcroft Elementary School
Barcroft students are staying in school a little
longcr this year. We used to see them stream out
of school early on Wednesdays. Now, they are
staying put.

Why/! Barcroft was chosen to parlicipate in a new
Arlington County Public Schools foreign language
initiative (FLES). Barcroft students traded their
early release Wednesdays to learn conversational
Spanish and Spanish culture as well as enjoy an
extra music class! More about this innovative pro-
gram in the October edition of the Barcroft News.

Kenmore Middle School
Kenmore eighth grade science teacher Jeff Politzer
has taken the classic egg-drop to a new level. As
with the classic model, students designed and built
containers to protect a raw egg from breaking
when dropped 9 meters. Points were given for
arlistic designs and themes. The lab was enhanced
by designing and building a device that measured
the final velocity of the egg container just before
impact. The device used lasers, mirrors and Lab-
Pro equipment to create dual grids to measure the
velocity. Students then compared these measure-
ments to theoretical final velocity and average ve-
locity and calculated potential and kinetic energy
and the effect of air resistance.

Wakefield High School
On Monday, June 4 WJLA News 7 anchorman
Leon Harris visited Wakefield to talk about the
perils faced by teenaged drivers. In a seniors only
assembly, Harris presented videotape of how teens
drive when they believe no one is watching; re-
ports on teen crashes due to inexperience and ex-
cessive speed; as well as recorded personal ac-
counts of area incidents in which teens were killed
in car crashes.
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Earn Points for Barcroft by Green(er) Living

Arlington County and Arlingtonians for a Clean
(ACE) recently launched an exciting new project-
the 2007 Green Living Challenge lists l6 actions
individuals can take to protect our environment by
conserving energy, reducing solid waste, eliminat-
ing runoff, enhancing habitat, and protecting air
quality.

Residents of Arlington are challenged to cornplete
as many of the actions as they can before October
31,2007 and eatn "green points" for themselves and
their neighborhood! There are cuffently 7 Barcroft
residents who have signed up for the challenge.
Why don't you become the 8th to sign up?

Participants who earn one hundred points will get
certification as a green household-and will help
make Arlington a healthier, more sustainable com-
munity.

To accept the challenge download the Green Living
Challenge form and rules from the Arlingtonians for
a Clean Environment website
(www. arlin gtonenvironment. org).

Here are a few examples of the actions you will be
challenged to complete:
. Change the most frequently used light bulb(s)

in your residence to compact fluorescent (up to
5 bulbs with one point per bulb).

. Grasscycle and/or compost your lawn clippings
and yard waste.

. Plant a tree in a school or park (with permis-
sion) or your yard.

Participants in the Green Living Challenge are also
eligible to win great prizes. By registering for the
Green Living Challenge and emailing us your name
and civic association, you will be eligible for a
monthly prize drawing with prizes from area busi-

nesses including Flexcar and Nature by Design.
Each month there are five winners and
in November there is a prize drawing for all partici-
pants who sent in a completed challenge form by
October  31 .

Along with the contest, ACE, and the county have
highlighted the following educational opportunities
for the community.

Global Warming, Energyo and Conservation.
Tuesday, September 25,7:00 p.m. Alexandria Ly-
ceum, 201 S. Washington Street, Alexandria22314.
This program will focus on the ways in which our
energy use and conservation can have a positive or
negative impact on this over-arching challenge of
our time. Recommended for adults and children
ages 12 and up. Presented by Potomac Overlook
Regional Park. RESERVATIONS REQUIRED.
PLEASE RSVP by call ing 703-528-5406.

Community Conservation Conversation. Sunday,
September 3 0, 2 :00 p.m. Arlington Central Llbrary,
1015 N. Quincy St., Arlington2220I. The wise use
of resources and actual reduction in the consump-
tion of energy and materials is a big part of address-
ing global warming and other problems. Join this
panel discussion that features discussion, first
among a panel and then involving all in attendance.
Presented by Potomac Overlook Regional Park.

Energy Audits 101. Thursday, November l, 7:30 to
9:00 p.m. Gulf Branch Nature Center, 3608 Military
Rd., Arlington. Go Green in your home! You may
be able to reduce your energy use by 50% or more.
Learn what an energy audit is, how to get one, or
how to do one yourself. Hear about Gulf Branch
Nature Center's experience when the 1920s era
home it occupies was audited. Free. Registration
required. Program #613204D. Call 703-228-4747 or
register online with the Arlington County Depart-
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yffr$r rstiremen[ vlsisn?

H*w'can we h*lp 1'ou address l ' 'our needg, wants and wiEhes
fnr y*ur retirernent?

We bplis'e ! 'CIur drearns along with appr*prifrte plenning
strategies can help y*u r,uork t*rvard thp r*tirernent y*u\e

always h*ped for.

Te help you think ab*ut these imp*rtent rteps, ure irn'ite
y'ru tn jrin us f*r an infornrativp discusrion:

Fh* ffedrurm*nf lfrPu €nrrfsforr
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LEarn how chnoring appr*priate retirement strategiel *en
help yau pursue the retirprnent you envision"

Dat* Thursday, SePternb*r ZS

Tlme 7:00 p.rn.

Locatl*n Ea,rcroft C*mmunity Ftouse
B0S South Euchanan Street
Arlington, \rA

F{ors d'oeurrres will bp serued.

Speak*r Wxley Stien
Financial Advisor

RSVP Wetley Stien
8*45 Leetburg Pike, Suite 70Q Vienna. VA lZlSl
7S3-7344458 8CI0-r55-8fl45
werley.sti*nSubs.com
wr,r.sr'.ub:.corn/faAruel leyrtie n

Yr*m & Us #ups
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Adequate Yearly Progress and Our County Schools

You may havc read on the front page of The Wash-

ington PostlN. Va. Schools Sel Buc'k on 'No Child'
Test Goals / August 24,20011that almost half
(14130) of the Arlington County Public Schools
failed the 'No Child Left Behind Act' by fail ing to

show adequate yearly progrsss (AYP). This num-

ber includes many of the elementary schools Bar-

croft residents attend including Barcroft, Claremont,
Carnpbell and Drew Modcl School. Most of the

county's middle schools failed in2007 as well.
(Every high school in the county passed.)

Why so many failures?! The answer may be one of

the greatest attributes to our county schools. Ar-

lington County is proud of its incredibly diverse
student body. Many of these students are recent
immigrants to our country. While speaking their
native language at home, they are leaming English
in school at an amazing pace. Still, is it reasonable
to expect these students to pass a grade level read-

ing tests designed for native speakers?

The following excerpt from the APS website helps

explain the recent test results:

During the 2006-02 ,.t-,ooi year, changes were
made in testing procedures, which affected the AYP
results for a number of Arlington schools as well as

the school division.

Superintendent Smith explained. "Originally, stu-
dents new to the U.S. were tested for their progress

in learning English. In previous years, Virginia used
an English-language proficiency reading test for
Level I and Level 2 English language learners, who

are entry-level English readers and speakers, as a
proxy for the standard grade level reading test ad-
ministered to students who read and comprehend
English. This testing method allowed us to track
progress in student learning and use the feedback
and results to identify the strengths on which teach-

ers could build to help students learn and improve."

ln200l, the U.S. Department of Education declared
that the proxy method of assessment was no longer

valid and that students who are not proficient in
English must take the grade level reading test re-
gardless of their ability to read the exam. As a re-

sult, among Arlington's Level 1 and Level 2 stu-
dents, 75 percent did not pass the reading tests'

Smith commented, "We believe that subjecting stu-
dents who cannot read English to a grade level read-

ing test sewes no valid educational purpose and
leads to frustration for our students. Like many
other educators across the nation, we believe that
the current testing practices contribute to leaving
many students, especially English language learn-
ers, farther behind and offer no research-based re-

sults that can be used to help them improve."

OPINION -Annie H"r;;;
Last year, the welcoming nature of Barcroft Ele-

mentary School allowed my family to get to know
many others in the school community. Walking to
from school each day, I communicated with the
parents in my daughter's class. Often, this commu-
nication was limited to a smile and a nod as I can
only communicate verbally in English. My daugh-
ter's relationship with the children from these fami-
lies flourished with little notice of a language bar-
rier. As the students' English improved, they were
able to translate for their parents and me.

I also had the pleasure of knowing these students
through classroom visits. I was impressed by their
progress. The rich learning environment, for all
children, provided at our county schools far out-
weighs the results of any tests. Please join me in
putting more emphasis on the valuable exchange
and real learning that define our schools, less em-
phasis on testing.



Barcroft School and Civic League
800 South Buchanan Street
Arlington, VA 22204
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