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Jmruenv MEnrrNG:
Columbia Pike
Revitalization Organization

The January meeting of the Barcroft
School and Civic League will feature a presen-
tation on the Columbia Pike Revitalization
Organization by the new director, Valencia
Cherry We hope to discuss CPRO's near- and
far-term goals, especially with regard to Bar-
croft's section of the Pike. The meeting stars
at 7:30 ev. Everyone is welcome; you don't
have to be a member. We'd like to see you
there, especially newcomers to the neighbor-
hood.

How Should County
Facilities Be Located?

In November the BSCL formed a commit-
tee to respond to the initiative by the South
Arlington Coalition of Civic fusociations ask-
ing for a Countywide effort to develop guide-
lines for the placement of unwanted County
facilities. These guidelines would be formu-
lated by a "collaborative decision-making pro-

cess" coordinated by a paid facilitator and in-
cluding County staff and as many different
County civic groups as possible.

Following discussiors by the committee,
Sharon Tope has drafted the letter inserted in
this issue. This drafi will be discussed and re-
vised at the January meeting of the BSCL. If
you cannot make the meeting but want to
register your views, please call Larry Gold-
schmidr at52I-3746.

December Christmas
Program: Santa Visits

The BSCL's traditional December holiday
program fieatured an appearance by theJolly
Old Saint himself, dispensing hearty Ho Ho Ho's
and candy canes. Mistress of Ceremonies Mar-
garet Carter kept the program moving along.
Mary Ann O'Rourke read The Night Bet'lre
Qtnstmss to a (mostly) spellbound group of kids
clustered around her on the floor.

Musical contributions included a harp and
hammered dulcimer duet by Linda Titolo and
Roger Cornell, international carols by Alicia
Cackley and a duet featuring Alicia and Maureen
Locke, a stunning classical violin piece by



Jeanne Roningen, and a rousing accordion num-
ber by professional musician Michael Nazaretz
(of the group Loks and Vodka).

Others in the Band included Donna Ander-
son, Bob Doyle, Kathy Ken,Jim Lande, Iles Mi-
noff, Barbara Swarr, Randy Swart, and Steve
Wilson. One fiddle player (who does a column
in this newsletter but shall remain anonymous)
remarked that the band surpassed the Barcroft
Fourth ofJuly Marching Band, but admitted that
it did not match the marching bandb volume.

Incomparable relreshments by Joyce
Hutchins, Phyl Kinsey, and a number of other
volunteer bakers topped off a fine evening and a
nice kickoff for the holidav season.
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Barcrofter Victin
Of Violence

Many who saw the Washington Post and
TV news coverage of the shooting death of
John Douglas while he was walking home one
evening in early December may not have been
awarc that he was a Barcrofter and a long-time
resident of 4th Street. Mr. Douglas was a
craftsman and a valued neighbor. fu we ex-
tend sympathies to his wife and sons, we re-
flect on the way violence seems to be perme-
ating American society and threatening the
values we as a neighborhood cherish. What
can be done?
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Holiday Luncheon
The BSCL, in cooperation with the Womanb

Club of Arlington, the K Club, the Friendship
Club, and fulington Adult Education sociology
students, put on the second annual Christmas
Service Luncheon on Dec. 19. More than 50 po-
lice, firefighters, park maintenance workers,
mail carriers, Barcroft fthool teachers, crossing
guards, environmental services employees, and
County oflicials attended.

This happy event, held in the Woman's
Club dining room, was organized by Talmadge
Williams (Chairman), Susan Christopher, and
Anne Noll. The many generous contributors to
this event will be recognized in the next issue of
the newsletter. The attendees seemed genuinely
pleased that Barcrolt was again recognizing their
contribution to the quality of life in our neigh-
borhood.

Speeders Beware
You may notice more flashing lights on the

side of the road as fulington's Finest crack down
on speeding and other traffic violations. The
County is leaving no stone unturned in its search
for "revenue enhancement," and those who sup-
port our Neighborhood Conservation Plan's call
for better speed limit enforcement are cheering. It
is ironic that we had to wait for hard times to
clamp down on speedingl A word to the wise is
sufficient: Use your brakes going downhill to stay
within the posted limit.

Retaining Wall on
Columbia Pike

Our Neighborhood Conservation Plan calls
for the construction o[ a retaining wall along the
sidewalk on Columbia Pike from Taylor St. east
to the shopping center. Mud now washes down
on the sidewalk with every rain, which is partic-
ularly bothersome to seniors walking from
Wakefield Towers to the shopping center.

The Plan envisioned County funding for the
wall, which we had been assured was included
in the upcoming capital improvements. That
funding will not be there with the currenr righr
budget unless we push the project, perhaps with
Neighborhood Conservation bond funds. If you
would like to register your views on the priority
of this project, call David Michaelson, our
Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Commit-
tee representative, at 553-3953.
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Around the Neighborhood With.Kathy Kerr

Congratulations toJonathan DeMik on receiv-
ing his Eagle Scout award on Nov.17. A11 Eagle
Scouts are required to complete a special project.

Jonathan chose a project that would benefit our
neighborhood. He worked closely with Greg Zell,
a naturalist at Long Branch Nature Center whose
goal is to nurture wildlife in our area and provide
limited access for people to obsewe it. Greg sug-
gested that Jonathan rebuild the dock at Sparrow
Swamp as a platform for observers. Jonathan
worked hard removing the old dock and building
the sturdy and attractive new one, and Barcroft
thanks you. Jonathan is the son of Liz and Tom
DeMik. who live on 9th St.

The Great Beaver Mystery
An anide in the November issue of the Bar-

croftNcws reported that the Barcroft beaver may
have disappeared from Sparrow Swamp. Some
readers may have gotten the enoneous impression
that the beaver left because of the new dock. I
asked Greg Zell about that, and he seriously
doubts that the construction had anything to do
with it.

According to Greg, beaver tolerate the pres-
ence of humans; there are even some living behind
a highrise on Fairfax Drive! He suggested that the
beaver may have ri*ply moved on-possibly be-
cause of poor food quality---or died or become ill.
There are actually more beaver in Arlington than
the habitat can support, so there may have been a
territorial dispute with other nearby beaver. Greg
views the beaver's departure as a natural event and
fully expects others to move into Spanow Swamp

within the next year.
Since beaver are the most active at night and

often best observed very early after dawn, it is had
to hrow for sure whether the beaver are there and
how many there are. Greg says as many as two
adults and two kits have been sighted at the
swamp. Naturaiists can watch for signs of in-
creased dam building and feeding to indicate that
beaver have retumed. In the meantime, we can try
to spot the muskrat that has moved in under the
new dock.

They can be seen sunning themselves on the
logs. Although It may appear to some that the
wildlife has diminished, Four Mile Run actually
suppons a dynamic wildlife population. Greg has
successfully planted a breeding population of tur-
tles in the swamp. Migrating birds regularly pass
through here, and birds that are here for much of
the year go elsewhere for the winter. Members of
the Virginia Society of Omithologists have even
seen great blue herons.

rfr* r* *f *f tfif
The wonderful violinist who played in the

Barcroft Christmas Band, and treated us to a beau-
tiful solo, wasJeanne Roningen. Jeanne is a junior
at H-B Woodlawn, Arlington's alternative
middle/higlr school. Jeanne is currently a member
of the Northem Virginia Youth Symphony, which
toured Scotland last summer. She also plays in a
quartet that i.s available for weddings and parties!

Jeanne's mother,Jane, is a private tutor and
sings in the church choir. Her father is an
economist with the USDA who enjoys listening to



]anuary Events
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
NEWYEAR'S
DAY

.,
- BSCL, 7:30
PM, Community
House. Call
527-3716 for
info

3 4 wlo,.,
Plant Hikc,
I:30-3:30 pt"r,
adults; resewa-
tions. 358-6535

5 6 uercn,
7:3O pt"t, Dunn
loring United
Methodist
Church; call
79t-6261

7 *. 
".d.r-atlon Mtg.,

7:45 ru, Arling-
ton Hosp.

8 wedrr."d"y
Bird Walk,
9:30 lt"t-noon,
adults; 35&
6535

I 10 l l

12 l3 t4 l5 16 niraing
Trip, Point
Irokort Stetc
Perk, 7:3O-5,
adults; reserva-
tions. 358-3,103

17 cot
Scout Pack
[yt6rln& 7:30
ru, Arlington
Forest United
Methodist Ch.

18 wio,..
Plent Hike,
1:30-3:30 pt'r,
adults, resewa-
tions,35&6535

19 20
MARTtr\
LUTHER
Ktr{G,JR's
BIRTHDAY

21 wio,.t
Tree ldentifl-
cation Walk,
10-11:30 av,
adults; resewa-
tions,35&6535

22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

11111sis-and he has plenty of beautiful music ro
listen to at his house. For the past year or so,
Jeanne has been practicing for two to four hours
each day!

Jeanne began playing violln in the second
grade as a student of Barcrofter Beth Evans. Thrs
summer she will attend music camp, which wiil
help her decide whether to major in music at col-
lege. Jeanne also enjoys school, especially history
this year.

Class A General Contractor Uc. # O36O80
Licensed Mrginia Realtor Insured

KIRKBRIDE GONSTRUGTIOil, ING.
Design 8. Build o Kibhens, Additions, Renouations

Michael L. Kirkbride i/todet on tleplay
Preddent 4617 South Thard StrEt
[7O3] 979-3709 A{ington, v[222o4



Amoruvgns AT Lew
) Wills and Estate Matters
) Personal InjuryAccidents
) Business and Commercial Law
) Traffic Court Cases
) Domestic Relations

During January, come in for a will for yoursell or for you
and your spouse. Then save $50 ($90 for two wills) from our
already low fee by showing this ad!

Locat€d in the 900 block of W Broad St. {Route 7) in Falls Churdr
6r Amplc Frcc Partlng at thc Iloor 534-9300

Do you understand the new tax
law and forms?

Trouble with the IRS?

Starting a small business, need
accounting advice?

Ask the professionals at

901 8. Hlghlg|d Sr., Sulb 170, Arlhtor\ vlrghle zIDf

Darrel D. Shinn, President
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and Enrcllod Rcpres€ntathr.lo IBS

892-9543

* 10% Discount on Tax Preparatbn *
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Barcroft
Crime Report

Crimes reported during November. If you
have information about an incident, please call the
police at 558-2222.

1l/l ,+,+00 S. 8th TV stolen from car

[11 '+300 S. Cohunbia Pike T-top, cassette tapes,
6T camera stoien from car

LL|S '+,+00 S. lst Rd Burglary; basement window
brokeq electronic equipment, cash, 6: jewelry
taken

Il/7 300 S. Pershing 3-4 teenagers reported loi-
tering in front o[ residence

ILlg 4600 S. Columbia Pike Failure to pay for gas

11/10 ,+300 S. Columbia Pike hrceny

lulf 900 S. Buchanan Maintenance shop broken
into: tools & stereo taken

11/12 800 S. George Mason SuspiciouVunknown
person knocking on door; resident later found
a ladder beside house

1l/16 4300 Columbia Pike 2 fire extinguishen
stolen; recovered

lf/19 ,+200 S. 4th Car window broken
'+300 S. Columbia Pike Tire stolen from car

900 S. George Mason Car vandaiized

l1/21 900 S. Buchanan Stereo stolen from car

4600 S. Columbia Pike Stereo stolen from
car

lll23 4300 S. Columbia Pike Antenna removed
from car

lll21 420A S. Columbia Pike Stereo stolen from
car

1126 900 S. Utah Stereo stolen from car

900 S. George Mason Shoplifting

lll27 4300 Columbia Pike Clothes taken from
hallway

900 S. Buchanan Stereo stolen from car

11/28 ,+300 S. Columbia Pike Suspicious person
attempting to get money from people

Barcroft Exchange

900 S. Wakefield Car window broken
900 S. Buchanan Citizen turned suspected
drugs over to police

f f29 900 S. George Mason Carwindow broken
'+300 S. Columbia Pikc Burglary; no sign of
forced entry; electronic equipment 6z gun
taken

11R0 900 S. Buchanan Arrest for public drunk-
enness

FREE FoR PIcKUP 4 storm windows and 4 screens, oid-
fashioned type, roughly 2Y' wide x 4' high; would make
a good small greenhouse. Call 892-6820 after 5 Pu.

Welrtro: Garage !o rent for storaSe. Call Dee, 979-
3708.

r - -  - - - l

ARLINGTON
Malcolm's

Automotive
Technological Center

"Automobile Maintenance ls Our Profession"
ESTABLISHED 1940

Area's Most Complete
Diagnostic and Repair Center

Utilizing the Most Modern
Diagnostic Computer Equipment
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i DoMESTTC AND MOST TMPORTS
i MAJOR AND M|NOR REPATB
| 4601 Columbia Pike
I Arlington, VA222O4
| (703) 521-7769 vaq 521-7168 |
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