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President's Report

by Heidi Wicker

All, please join us for the next community meeting
on Thursday, March 6 at7:30p.m. at the Commu-
nity House. We will be discussing recent develop-
ments along Columbia Pike, including the plans for
the new Arlington Mill community center and the
status of the proposed streetcar.

We will also discuss the upcoming spring Neighbor-
hood Day and ideas for hosting a fundraising event
for the Community House tree replacement
drive. Please bring your ideas and your enthusiasm!

An update on the improved streetscaping on our
part of Columbia Pike, S. Wakefield St. to Four

Mile Run--the utility undergrounding design has
been submitted to VDOT and the County has pre-
liminary VDOT approval. Construction is slated to
begin on the utility undergrounding by the fall. The
project also includes the realignment of South Four
Mile Run Dr. (across from S. Buchanan St.). The
County is in the process of acquiring a portion of
the Goodwill parking lot as well as some additional
easements along the project route. Construction of
the realignment and streetscape improvements is
currently expected to begin by summer 2009.

In other neighborhood news, a special thanks to all
of our volunteers for the Snow Brigade this year,
headed by the venerable Randy Swart--helping
neighbors stay safe in the wintery weather!

Borcroft Egg Hunt

The bunny comes early this yeor.
Come to the Egg Hunt ond visit with the Borcroft Bunny.

Morch 22nd
9 Al Shorp!

Photo Ops... Lots of Eggs f illed with Wonder...
Visits with your Neighbors... Spring in the Air...

Don't A,liss It!
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tablc-based ink by the Stanley Adarns Print ing Company.

All  phone rrumbers arc arca codc 703 unless noted.

Clussffieds

Bunk Bed and Double Bed frames -Bunk Bed has
white metal frame with two twin mattresses. Excel-
lent condition. ($ 25 ). Double bed frames have
wooden headboard/footboard and metal sides. ($ 25 ).
For more information. call Lisa at 103-521-0573.

'99 Volvo Station Wagon (V70 XC) - Low mileage
(79K), excellent condition, leather interior, sun roof,
seven passenger vehicle. $9,500 Call Eric at703 862
6 7  t 3

Behringer Pet Care - We take care of most any pet.
703-685- I  07 I

Teenage Babysitter - Week nights and weekends:
Sarah @703-521-8756.

Babysitter: Red Cross certified eighth-grader avail-
able for neighborhood babysitt ing. Call Abby at703-
892- I  090.

IT'S NEVER TOO LATE
To Become a BSCL Member

Check the Current Membership List on the
BSCL web-page (BSCL.org).

l f  your name isn't  there, print the Membership
Form, and send i t  in with your dues (Sti l l  only $3
for individuals or $6 for a couple.) Everything you
need is on the form.

lf  you can send along a contr ibution to the
Community House Fund or the Tree Fund, i t  wi l l
be very much appreciated.

Fill in as Barcroft News Editor
April and May edition.

Contact Heidi at202 489 6053

Keep up with events by joining the Barcroft
chat group and news list.

Go to: www.bscl.ors.
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Mark Your Calendar for the Barcroft Players

Chi ldren's Theate
Apri l  5th and 6th
at the Barcroft Cr

Don' t  wai t  unt i l  th
Ncws to put the pl
The Barcrofi Play

and West

Postponed!
See Aprif Barcroft News

of the Moon", at 2:00 PM on April 5th
' -^:croft Community House, fol-

;s for kids. Based on an old Scan-
e, this play has everything - a hcro-
rpcts, rnagic, poetry, talking ani-
.ing four winds, you name it. Corne
iids to a fun afternoon!
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Woman's Club to Host Doris Jackson Global Warming and Plant Biology

The Woman's Club of  Ar l ington wi l l  host  Ms
Doris Jackson, Wakefield High School Principal
who has been named the "Arlington Public School
2001 Principal of the Year" at their monthly meet-
ing, Monday, March 3, at I p.m. at the Clubhouse.
Ms Jackson is a native of Washington, D.C, and
began her career teaching high school English in
the D.C. Publ ic Schools in 1968. Ms. Jackson
joined thc Arlington Public Schools in 1990 and
was narned principal of Wakefield in 2002.

The Wornan's Clubhouse is located at 700 South
Buchanan Street next door to the Barcroft Cornmu-
nity House.

Calf 703-941-4559 for morc inforn'ration. The Pub-
l ic  is welcome.

Pruning Workshops

Virginia Cooperative Extcnsion's Tree Stewards
and Master Gardeners ofler guidance on how best
to handle pruning in your garden.

Join Kirsten Buhls, Extension Agent in Horticul-
ture, and John Noelle, Arborist for the City of Al-
exandria, at either of two free public workshops.

Register for a workshop to be held Saturday,
March 8th at Thrifton Hil ls Park.2814 23rd Street
North in Arlington, or for an Alexandria workshop
at Ft. Ward Park, 4301 W. Braddock Road, on Sat-
urday, March 22th,9:30 a.m. to noon. For infor-
mation, registration and directions call: 103 228-
6 4 t 4 .

Info contact:
Joanne Hutton
Jhutton@arlingtonva. us
t03-228-6426

The Arlington League of Women Voters General
Meeting (open to the public) wil l be held Wednes-
day, March 5. 2008 from 7-8:45 PM in the Upstairs
Meeting Room of the Arlington County Central
Library, l0l5 N. Quincy Street.

Dr. Lewis H. Ziska, a Plant Physiologist with the
USDA's Agriculture Research Service wil l speak
on "Rising CO2. Warming and Plant Biology:
Fronr Mangoes to Morphine". Dr. Ziska is the sen-
ior author on morc than 50 peer-reviewcd publica-
tions documenting the irnpact of rising carbon di-
oxide and global climate change on weed biology
in managed and natural eco-systems,. Corne hear
his talk and he wil l explain how even residents of
Arlington should be concerned by rising levels of
carbon dioxide and the effect it will have on public
lrealth. For info: call 703-536-8270.
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PETRONA
CLEANING SERVICE

We Offer:
- Prompt Professional Services
- Houses, Townhouses, Apartments
- Guaranteed Low Prices
- References

Call  Petrona at:
7 03-7 53-8287 or 7 03-209-3766 (cell)
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Middle School-March Madness NEIGHBORHOOD SCHOOL NEWS

Cal l ing al l  parents of  MIDDLE SCHOOL BAS-
KETBALLERS (gir ls & boys of  any ski l l  level) !

The Department of Parks, Recreation, and Cul-
tural Resources is holding its second annual
March Madness Middle School Baskctball Tor,rr-
nament & Party

Friday, March 7th, (there is no school that day)

I t  u, i l l  bc held f iorn l :30 -  6:00 PM
at Thomas Jeffcrson Communitv Center

FREE !

No team? No worries! Individual players wcl-
cofile - we'll get everyone on a team.

3 on 3 tournament, Shooting Contests, Play-
s la t ion ,  Mt rs ic ,  Concess ions

Registration from 1:30 - 2:00 PM

No pre-registration required, but all playcrs
MUST have a registration fonn signed by a par-
ent to corrpete.

Registration forms available at your local com-
munity center or by clicking on the fbllowing
l ink :
http : //www. arl ingtonva. us/departrnents/
Parks Recreation/news/
ParksRecreationNewsM arch Madncss. aspx ( print
and flll out your registration fbrrn).

For more information, contact Michael Swisher
at m sw i sh @,arlingtonva. us,
or 703 228 4738.

B arcroft Elementary S chool

On February 21, Barcroft Elernentary hosted a
Black History Month Celebration. The celebration
was widcly attended by Barcroft Elementary stu-
dents, parents, teachers and the members of the
community at large. Barcroft PTA offered a dinner
complete with African American cuisine. A local a
cappella group that sang a history of black Ameri-
can struggles and successes. Next all students in
the school had a chance to show off their musical
learning as each grade level sang a song spccial to
the topic.

Kenmore Middle School

Kenmore Middle School is a popular choice
around Arlington! To ensure equal consideration
of all students who would like to attend Kenmore,
APS officials have decided to conduct a selection
process for a total of 47 countywide sixth grade
openings at Kenmore. A lottery will be conducted
on March 5, 2008, in the Kenmore library at 3 p.m.
These 47 sfudents, added to the sixth graders pro-
jected to attend next year frorn the attendance zone,
wil l bring projected enrollment to 95 percent of
capacity.

Wakefield High School

On Jan. 31, the Arlington School Board approved
the Wakefield project development timeline which
directs the Superintendent to reconvene the Wake-
field Building Level Planning Cornmittee (BLPC)
in February with the understanding that the BLPC
will bring to the Public Facil it ies Review Commit-
tee (PFRC) the concept options designed prior to
the BLPC's suspension last summer. . The Super-
intendent is to report back to the Board in April on
the progress of the project.
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Clean Up Four Mile Run Arlington Mill Community Center

The annual clean-up of the Four Mile Run corridor
is on Saturday, March 8, from 8 a.m.-12 noon.
Meet us at any of seven locations
including Arlington Mill Cornrnunity Center, Bar-

croft Park and Shirlington to hclp make Arlington a

cleaner, greener place.

Groups or individuals can volunteer by call ing 703-

525-0  1  68 .

Last year more than 204 volunteers collected more

than 3,100 pounds of trash. Help rnake a diff-ercnce!

KUDOS

Congratulations to Barcroft Residcnt and Wakeficld
student, Chris loflreda who placed 5 th in the 160

lb. wcight class at the Regional Wrcstl ing Charnpi-
onship last weekend.

Chris was an altemate at the Statc Championship.

CONGRATULATIONS for a iob wel l  done!

Catch the Ar l ingtones L ive

"WHISTLE, STOP BARBERSHOP" -  A rnusical

story of the cross-country excursion by t1enry K'

Holiday, a polit ician in his quest for thc presidency,
presented in the a cappella barbershop hannony
style by the Arlingtoncs Barbershop Chorus and
featuring "Family Affair", 3rd place Mid-Atlantic
District quartet f inalist.

Saturday, March l5 at 2:00 PM and 7:30 PM, Tho-

rnas Jefferson Theatre, Arlington.

D o o r :  $ 1 2  &  $ 1 5 /  A d v a n c e :  $ 1 0 .  7 0 3 - 5 2 1 - 9 3 3 1  o r

wwr.l'.thcarl ingtclncs. cotn.

At its January 29 meeting the County Board en-
dorsed the Arlington Nllill Cornmunity Center Con-
cept Plan, making it possible to meet the application
deadline for an affordable housing tax credit pro-
gram offered through the Virginia Housing Devel-
oprncnt Author i ty.

The project includes a 6-story building at the corner
of Columbia Pike and S. Dinwiddie St. that features

a llew community center with a large gymnasium,
residential apartments, some ground floor retail, and
a public plaza. To the north along Dinwiddie will be

a 5-story residential building. Altogether the project

includes just over 200 residences, of which approxi-
matef y 6l will be affordable units for those at 600/o
of the area's rnedian household income level.

In order to accommodate this plan, technical adjust-
mcnts to the Fonn Based Code were approved by
the Board on December 15. These include redraw-
ing the revitalization district boundary to include the
northern porlion of thc Arlington Mill property,
designating a portion of Dinwiddie St. as "Avenue"

site frontage, and modifying the planned width of
Dinwiddie St.

For more information go to: www.arlingtonva.us/
D ep artments/Parks Recreati on/forums/arlin gtonmi lli
pdfs/page60672.pdf

Goodbye to Bob and Edith's II

The propcrty at 4101 Columbia Pike at S. Bu-

chanan St. has found a buyer. A local development
company has signed a contract to purchase the 0.87
acre site and is planning to build a 4-story mixed-
use building in accordance with the Form Based
Code. The site was once the home of a Roy Rogers
restaurant, and more recently was used for the sec-
ond Bob & Edith's diner. The diner closed its doors
on January 25, andpatrons are encouraged to visit
the orisinal diner at2310 Columbia Pike.



M A R C H  2 O O 8 B A R C R O F T  N E W S PAGE 8

St. Episcopal ChurchJohn's
415 S.  l .c r ins ton St .
i\rlingtorr, \'r\ 22204

703-671-(r834
h ttp: / / stiohnsarlinston.thcdioccse.nct

Prepare for and celebrate Easter with
our open and welcoming community of faith

Palm Sunday, March 16
f3:(X) , t l t  ancl  10:(X) , r , r tx -  ISlcssing of  thc Palms ancl  I {o l r ,Eucher ist

Maundy Thursday, March 20
7:30 prrt - FIoh' F.ucharist ancl Stnpprng of the Altar

Good Friday, Marc}l 21.
12:00 no()n ancl 7:(X) l\l - Clood Friclav Liturgv

Easter Sunday, March 23
8:00 '\\ l  - Holr' l tucharist u'ith hr,mns
10:00 ,\N{* - Irestival Holy lruchzrrist r,r ' i th children's messaqc

Rcccption ancl l..astcr egg hr-rnt fcrllorving 10:(X) scn'ice * Chilclcarc pror.ided

'l'/te 
/iqht sl-tine.r in tlLt darkness, and tlLe durknes.r did not 0:.vrczille it. J<>hn 1,:5

Bridges to Contemporary Arts The Grass is Greener...

C O L L E C T O R S ' T A L K
Saturday, March [Jth,4:30 -  5:30 prn
Arl ington Arts Center.  3550 Wilson Blvd.

A gallcry talk featuring the curators of our current
exhibi t ion.  COLLECTORS SELECT-which con-
sists of six separatc theme d gallcries, each clc-
s igned by a notable local  col lector.

Join us on Saturday, March 8th, frot'u 4:30 to 5:30
prn, for a l ively discussion abor.rt collecting con-
temporary art with solne of the high profi le arca
art patrons responsible for the Arlington Arts Cen-
tcr's blockbuster collaborative shor,v. COLLEC-
TORS SELECT.

[{ave a glass of wine and tour the exhibit ion space
with the collectors.

Virginia Cooperative Extension's Mastcr Garden-
crs make available to local residents the best sci-
ence-based strategies fbr keeping your larvns
grcen and our waters clcan. Free workshops wil l
be offered to Arlington and Alexandria residents
lor your convenience. Registcr for a class on Sat-
Lrrday. March lst at Waltcr Reed Cornmunity Ccn-
tcr, Arlington, 9- l2 a.n-r.; or thc workshop wil l be
repeatcd on Monday, March 1Oth at the Lubbcr
Run ComrnLrnity Centcr in Arlington, 7 - 9 p.m.

Photo 08 ot the Ellipse
Browse through the photogrophs of ort ists.

Februory ?2 - April 12,2008
4350 N. Foirfox Drive

Ell ipse Art CenIer
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Tax Preparation Assistance Garden for Those in Need

Seniors and others in nced can get free federal and
state tax preparation fiom now until April 15, every
Tuesday and Friday between 9am and 3prn at the
Culpepper Garden Senior Ccnter, 4435 N. Pcrshing
Drive, frorn traincd, certifled and confldential vol-
unteers.

Just come on by, or bcttcr yet, to avoid waiting call
for an appointrncnt at 703-228-4403.

Bring your 2006 return as wcll as any clocutncnts
needcd fbr the 2001 return. Taxaidc Counselors arc
trained through a program of the AARP Foundation
and the Intemal Revcnuc Service.

Qrrestions? Call 7 03-228-4403.

Health/Nutrition at Barcroft Elementary

Barcroft 's Principal, Miriarn Hughey-Guy was re-
cently nominated for Arlington Extension Office's
"Friend of the Quarter" award for bringing health
and nutrition prograrns to cvery student at
Barcroft.

Thc students participated in many hands-on learning
expcriences, including learning how to read food
labels, how to build a healthy mcal, rnaking good
choices from the new food pyran-rid, as well as the
irnportance of  cxcrcisc.

Thanks to Mrs. Hughey-Guy, Barcroft is thc first
school in Arlington in which every class partici-
patcd in Cooperative Extension activit ies!

Thanks for all you have done to bring such irnpor-
tant learning activities to Barcroti.

The Arlington Food Assistance Center (AFAC) is
asking local gardeners to grow fruits and vegetables
to help feed families in need in Arlington. AFAC -

Arlington's food pantry - will provide free seeds to
those gardeners willing to donate all or a portion of
what they grow.

This ycar is the second in AFAC's local effort to
obtain urore frcsh produce for the families it serves.
It is part of thc national Plant A Row for the Hungry
prograrn through which gardeners are urged to do-
nate a portion of thcir vegetables and fruits to local
food pantries.

"Last year we reccived lnore than 34,000 pounds of
ficsh produce," said Prlwen Lee, the AFAC Plant A
Row coordinator. "We hope the enthusiasm and
gcnerosity of local gardeners wil l bring in even
more produce this summer."

AFAC Executive Director Christine Lucas noted
that over 800 farnilies in needy come to AFAC each
week for free supplernental groceries. That's an
increase of 20-25 percent over the same period last
year. "Fresh fruits and vegetables are an important
addition to thc non-perishable groceries, milk, meat
and bread we supply, and the growing number of
client families means we wil l need even more this
summer." shc said.

To obtain free sceds for an individual or community
Plant A Row plot or help in other ways, call Puwen
Lee at (703)845-U486 or send an email to afacpu-
wen(liaol.corn.

UNDER CON5TRUCTION

Renovotion Will Close Jockson Street Bridge Qver Ar-
l ington Boulevord for Summer 2008. The project wi l l
moke the crosswoy comply with Americons with Disobi l-
ity Act, improve sofety for pedestrions ond cyclist ond
reducethe effects of weother onthebridge.
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Neighborhood Tree Giveaway

Arlington C-'ounty Parks and Natural Resourccs
Division is offcring 1200 trces to bc clistributed fbr
this ycar 's Neighborhood Day (Saturday May l0) .

Yellow-poplar (Liriodcndron tLrl ipif 'era). a largc
canopy tree and Allcgheny scrviccberry
(Arnenlanchicr  laevis) ,  a snral l  f lowcr ing t rce- arc
this year 's two sclect ions.  These trec 'whips' lv i l l  bc
i,rpproxirnately thrcc to fir,c f 'cct in height ancl pot-
tcd in one or t rvo-gal lorr  p last ic corr ta i r rcrs.  This is
a good sizc fbr transplanting and firturc growth
succcss, ancl is srnall enough tcl handlc r,vith case.

Look fbr detai ls in thc Apr i l  cdi t ion of  Barcrof t
Ner,r,s to lcarn how yor"r can grow onc of thcsc trees
in yor-rr yard and hclp rcplcnish Barr:r 'oti 's canopy.
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FREE
Special Report From Realtors

Mike Webb and Claudia Webb:

29 Essential Tips That Get Homes
Sold Fast (And For Top Dollar)

Mike and Claudia atrc now of-fering thcir special rcport "29 Essential Tips That Get Homes
Sold Fast-- And For Top Dollar." Vital reading for anyone sel l ing a home now or in the near
future.

In this special report Mike and Claudia share many of the t ips that professional ut i l ize to help
maximize a hotnc's potential and actual worth---and rnost importantly help you drive up the
selling price. You'll learn lnany irlportant things you need to do, but more important may be
the things it tells you not to do, things that could cost you dearly at the negotiating table.

To get your free copy of this report,
Call Mike and Claudia Webb 703-979-3016RE/MAX Allegiance



Barcroft School and Civic League
800 South Buchanan Street
Arlington, VA 22204

On 2 /L3 /08 ,  Pres ident  Bush s igned the
economic  s t imu lus  package in to  law,  inc lud-
ing  impor tan t  hous ing  prov is ions  a f fec t ing
l o a n  l i m i t s  f o r  F a n n i e  M a e  a n d  F r e d d i e  M a c
a n d  a l s o  F H A .

The loan l im i ts  cou ld  inc rease to  as  much
as $729,750 in  h igh  cos t  a reas  ( to  125o lo  o f
loca l  med ian  home pr ices)  fo r  loans  ap-
proved on  or  be fore  December  3L ,2008 '
C u r r e n t l y  F a n n i e  M a e  a n d  F r e d d i e  M a c  a r e
c a p p e d  a t  $ 4 1 7 , 0 0 0 ,  a n d  F H A  i s  c a p p e d  a t

$362,790.  The new loan l im i ts  w i l l  be  de ter -
mined based on  the  med ian  home pr ice  fo r
each Met ropo l i tan  Sta t is t i ca l  Area  (MSA) '

H U D  h a s  b e e n  g i v e n  3 0  d a y s  t o  p u b l i s h
the  med ian  home pr ice  fo r  each MSA.  I t  w i l l
t a k e  F a n n i e  M a e ,  F r e d d i e  M a c ,  a n d  F H A  a n -
o ther  month  or  so  to  p repare  the i r  sys tems
a n d  i m p l e m e n t  t h e  c h a n g e s .  I t  i s  e s t i m a t e d
to be about s ixty days before the new
h i g h e r  l o a n  l i m i t s  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e .  T h e  e x -
pec ted  benef i t  f rom the  new loan l im i ts  i s
t h a t  c r e d i t  w i l l  b e  m o r e  w i d e l y  a v a i l a b l e  a n d
t h a t  q u a l i f y i n g  l o a n s  s h o u l d  h a v e  l o w e r
ra tes ,  mak ing  homes more  a f fo rdab le  and
ref inanci  ngs more at t ract ive.

Fixer Upper Bargains
These homes need work. Lowest prices. Call
our home hunter hotline for a FREE, list with

pictures. 1-800-895-1307 ID#8048
Or visi t  www.Fix UpHomesinVirginia.com

Foreclosures, Bank Sales
These homes represent great values! FREE,

list of homes. Call 1-800-895-1307 ID # 8042
Or visit wlvlv.N ovaBargainHouses.co m

FREE Report on How to Get the Price You
Want and Need When Selling Your Home

1-800-895-1307 lD# 8016 or visi t
lvw lv. Setti n gYo u rH o u se P rice.co nq

FREE llotary Service...
For Barcroft Residents !

Casey OtNell, Associate Broker
RE/MAX Allegiance 7 03'824-4800

w\ryw.Caseyorcal.gqm



REVISED AGENDA FOR MARCH 6, 2OO8 MEETING

Join us on Thursday, March 6, 2007 at 7:30p.m. for our monthly meeting at the

Community House, 800 S. Buchanan.
The agenda will be as follows:

1. Presentation by Mr. f)ana Wilson, Acting Team Leader,

Arlinglon County Code Enforcement

Please forward any concerns or questions you have for the code

enforcement inspectors, including specific property addresses, to

Heidi Wicker, heidi@bscl.org,202-776-0717 as soon as possible.

The code inspectors lvill then irrvestigate any concerns about
particular properties raised prior to the meeting and provide a
report on the status of their investigation during their presentation.

Sample concerns could be: overcrowding; abandoned houses;
property in disrepair; junk/trash piles, etc.

2. Discussion of ideas for a community event for the annual
Neighborhood Day on Saturday, May 10

o We are looking to host an event for this annual community day that
could also serve as a fundraiser for our Community House
preservation fund and hopefully help replace the magnificent oak
tree which had to be removed this past year.

3. Presentation by Daphne Miller, president of Wakefield High
School PTA regarding funding of building renovations

. Discussion to follow regarding whether BSCL wishes to take an
official position on the funding of Wakefield High School
renovations

Announcements: We are looking for a temporary newsletter editor while our
wonderful current editor is on maternity leave. Please email herdr@bselorg or call
202-776-0717 if you might be able to help for a few months. Thankyou!

Check out our Web page at www.bscl.org


