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Ready for the Parade?

by Annie Harold

You wake in your Barcroft home to the wonderful
melodies provided by the local birds. They have
come again this year and built a nest nearby. As
you roll over toward your clock radio and open your
eyes slightly, you notice that the view of the
neighbors’ house in obscured by the big green
leaves of late spring. You are surprised to learn it is
only 5:30 AM because it is as bright out as mid
morning. Heat is already rising from the sidewalk.
In your sleepy state, you realize it is almost sum-
mertime in Barcroft. You jolt upright in bed and
scream, “I think I love you!” Then you shake your
sleepy head and realize you need more sleep.

You wake later, at a more reasonable hour. The
bird sounds are dimmer now because they are ac-
companied by the tune of your neighbors weed
eater. You vaguely recall something on your mind -
something about summertime in Barcroft. Then it
comes to you. Slowly, at first, a smile creeps across
your face. Then, your expression explodes with
joyful anticipation of the 4™ of July festivities in
Barcroft. Yes, you think, that’s it! The 4™ of July
parade is just around the corner. You clear your
calendar, decide not to mow your lawn and walk

past the pile of bills you planned on paying today.
No, today is for preparations. Today, you will
ready your entry for the 19™ annual Barcroft 4" of
July Parade.

You know your time will be well spent because you
remember last year’s parade. As you prepare eggs
and toast for breakfast, you remember the children
down the street with their bicycles and tricycles
decorated to the hilt. You wipe the jelly from your
chin and think of the Barcroft playgroup with their
wagons overflowing with red, white and blue chil-
dren. As you take your first sip of coffee, you are
cruising with Uncle Sam in his convertible wonder-
ing if his white beard is authentic. You put down
your coffee cup to catch the beads that are flying
through the thick summer air. You feel lucky be-
cause Mardi Gras has come to Barcroft. You take a
bite of eggs cooked to perfection and think, “Who
are these pregnant ladies dancing in the street?”

Now, you wipe the sweat from your brow and re-
member last year’s pledge. You pledged that your
parade entry will include spray bottles, battery oper-
ated fans and bikinis this year. It is hot, in Barcroft,
on the 4" of July. You clear the dishes and get to
work.

Start FrcParing Now...

Thc 1 9th Annual barcro{;t 4th ofJulg Faradc is chncsdag, July 4,2007 at1o AM Sl'larp
Faraclc Participants assemble at 9:45AM.

Details jnside
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The Barcroft News is printed on recycled paper with vege-
table-based ink by the Stanley Adams Printing Company.
All phone numbers are area code 703.

Classifieds

Lawn Mowing and Yard Care:

Local neighborhood High School students Daniel
Michaelson and Andrew Asmus offer experienced
gardening and lawn mower service. Call Daniel at
703-296-6624.

Missing your yoga class because of
scheduling conflicts? Need more focus
on a particular part of your practice out-

side class? Are you simply wondering
what in the world is a “down dog”?

Try private yoga instruction in your home!
(any level)

Increase strength and flexibility,
enhance balance and
overall body awareness,
discover ways to help reduce stress
and embrace wellness.
Sabrina Huffman is a registered yoga
teacher (RYT 200) with
the Yoga Alliance.
Contact sabrinahuffman@mac.com or
703-615-6039 for info.

Keep up with events by joining the Barcroft chat group and news list.
Go to: www.bscl.org.
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Congregation

We are an inclusive Jewish community—
welcoming people of different backgrounds and traditions.

Come Join Us for Shabbat Services!

Fridays beginning at 6:15 pm
with oneg following

Saturdays from 10:00 am until Noon
with kiddush following

Juliet’s Housecleaning Service

Honest, with Excellent Barcroft area
References - over 10 years exp

LOW RATES
Weekly, Bi-weekly, monthly,
or one time cleaning available

Call any time
703-354-3225 or 703-236-3700

e Property Management
e Real estate sales
e Rentals

BonMaison, LLC

Property Management

Your neighborhood real estate services company

Call Mamadou Dia @ 703-980-4857
"Your peace of mind is my goal"

PETRONA
CLEANING SERVICE

We Offer:
- Prompt Professional Services
- Houses, Townhouses, Apartments

- Guaranteed Low Prices
- References

Call Petrona at:
l 703-753-8287 or 703-209-3766 (cell)

PROTECTION

Third party property
documentation for
homes and businesses

L 2R 2 2 2

Weh: www. AssetinventoryProtection.com
E-mail: info@AssetInventoryProtection.com
Phone: 703-310-6877

Asset protection in case of fire, theft, ete
Maximizing your insurance claims
Fmancial protection for the future
Insured and Bonded
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B Russell Arkin

REALTOR®

Attorney at Law

adison Blvd
ginia 22101
Office’Dn 34-7045 43

Fax: (703) 893-4505 « Cell: (703) 401-7327
See Reverse'

's on the web!
www.rasscharkin.com

FREE INFO AND REPORTS FOK BUYERS AND SELLERS
* Free over the el homs evaluation
* Become a VIR Buyer
+ Sellers—Guaranteed Sale Program
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DESIGN/BUILD REMODELING
Serving Arlington for 20 years!
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Additions
Pop Tops ! Second Floors
Kitchens » Baths « Family Rooms
Master Suites + Basements
“Green” Projects

(703) 536-0¢00

wyaw, CookBros.org

+ Sellers — Sell your Home Fast and for the Mos! Money

E501 Led Mighwa .J rgines 3507
LIBTL TAT LILENIC SITTENVTILEA « FANG

FREE
Special Report From Realtors
Mike Webb and Claudia Webb:

29 Essential Tips That Get Homes
Sold Fast (And For Top Dollar)

Mike and Claudia are now offering their special report “29 Essential Tips That Get Homes
Sold Fast-- And For Top Dollar.” Vital reading for anyone selling a home now or in the near
future.

In this special report Mike and Claudia share many of the tips that professional utilize to help
maximize a home’s potential and actual worth---and most impertantly help you drive up the
seiling price. You’ll learn many important things you need to do, but more important may be
the things it tells you not to do, things that could cost you dearly at the negotiating table.

To get vour free copy of this report,

RE/MAX Allegiance Call Mike and Claudia Webb
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N. VA. CONSTRUCTION INC.

Visit us at http://www.nvaconstructions.com

Specializing in Updating Kitchens & Bathrooms
Finished Basements. Additions. Harwood floor & tile

Licensed, Insured and Bonded

Call Hector Saravia for a free estimate
Office 301-203-0216 Fax 240-253-2755 Cell 703-862-2360
E-mail nvaconstruction(@comeast.net

See you at the Parade. Barcroft’s Musical Garden

Mark your caiendar and spread the word. This If you listened close on a recent evening, you
year’s 19" annual 4" of July parade will be on the  could hear the sounds of the Barcroft Musical
4™ of July starting in front of the community house  Garden carried in the summer winds of spring.
at 10:00 sharp.

The sounds were those of reading! You could

A unicycle juggler will be on hand to entertain hear the seasoned Kindergarteners searching for
young and old in the comimunity house after the the correct pronunciation, proudly displaying
parade and during the picnic. Bring a dish for the  their new reading skiils. You could hear 4th and
picnic, build a fioat, ride a bike, march in the pa- 5th graders reading to their younger siblings.
rade, dazzle the neighborhood with your talent or

just watch on the sidelines. You could also hear the laughter from the play-

ground and encouraging words from parents at
If you are interested in joining the Barcroft march-  the tee ball game.
ing band call Jack Turner at 703-521-1236.

Barcroft Elementary Schoo! hosted library night
If you have any other questions please call Andrew  in its wonderful outdoor ciassroom and beautiful
Hunter at 703-979-8247. Hope to see you there! musical garden. Every student in attendance got

a free book!
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A Smash Hit for the Barcroft Players

Something special happened in Barcroft on
neighborhood day this May. Neighbors gathered in
our historical community house and were delighted
by community theatre at its best.

“A Thousand Clowns” by Herb Gardner was pre-
sented by the Barcroft Players led by neighbor Bar-
bara Sewart who thinks it is impossible to have too
many theatre groups in the world.

The play was a daring selection because of its com-
plex topics and demands for excellent timing. The
cast and crew pulled it off marvelously.

Computer Consulting and
Repair:

e Track, troubleshoot and re-
solve PC problems

o Enable wireless Internet
and/or printing.

o Transfer files, emails, and
email settings from your old PC
to your new one.

o Upgrade your computer
memory, hard drive, and other
hardware.

Free estimate. $50 per hour.
Call Jerry @ 703-933-0558

The play featured Ana and Phil Cackley, a
neighborhood father / daughter team who played
an uncle / nephew in the play.

They were surrounded by many neighbors who
participated as cast members or off stage baking
refreshments, helping with make up, directing,
taking money, perfecting the sound, scene produc-
tion and lights.

Speaking of lights, did you see Bubbles? If not,
check her out at BSCL.org.

Thanks to everyone for a job well done!

- QALLPLUGIBIE, TG,
PoE SERVICE, PARTS
- [INSTALLATION

wiwallplumbmg.com

.
!D Our plumbers average more than a decade’s experience
.

H
:DFree service estimates & advice
H

,D Lowest minimum service charge in Northern VA — Highly rated by Service
: Magic

:D“We have hundreds of commercial clients. Please visit our website for some
references

ZDZ-hour appointment schedule to minimize your wait time, and we call in ad-

vance before arriving the service area

:D“Wbdo-itmll ~ indoor/outdoor, residential or commercial plumbing; repair/

replace old and new water heaters, sump pumps, gas pipes & connections
and much more...”

D Licensed, bonded, and insured

D Member of Better Business Burean and PHCC

ZE] Your calls are always answered by a person

R U oy ooy
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BSCL QFFICEKS
% (/é{x ({/;w? /{&M Elected in May 2007

4 ru(’t

KO President -- Heidi Wicker

Recording Secretary — Candidate needed

Pasior Sharon Core
Treasurer -- Gary LeFebvre
Columpia Fike at Lincoin Stieet

TOR-9E0-8550 Tharnk You for Sharing with Your Communita!

- e

The form is available at BSCL.org.

Who is Going to Spread the

BSCIL MEMBERSHIP News?!

it's Not Too Late to Join... Your community needs you. The distribution of
this fine community newsletter is in jeopardy.
Contact Heidi Wicker to volunteer: 202.776.0717

STORIES

Who: All kids Ages 3 (potty-trained) to rising 5% graders are invited to join us.

When: Sunday July 8t through Thursday July 12 from 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM.

Where:

Songs

TAKE THE PLONGE! CRAFTS

Meke 2 Splash with Jesus ot
$t. John's Vacation Bible School

e

.

7

Dinner will be served at 6:00 PM. Program will begin at 6:30 PM.

St. John’s Episcopal Church, 415 S. Lexington St., Alexandria, Virginia

Registration: $10 per child; $25 maximum per family

For more information call: (703) 671-6834 Gomes
or email: sjohnsrectori@verizon.net

Sponsored by St. John's Episcopal Church and La Iglesia de Cristo Rey

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. John 1.5




Barcroft School and Civic League
800 South Buchanan Street
Arlington, VA 22204

Seller Subsidies: Financial Incentives
Help To Sell Homes Faster

In the sellers” market during the past, seller sub-
sidies totaled about 2 % of the sales. As the North-
ern Virginia housing market returns to a more
balanced market, seller concessions are offered in
an increasing share of transactions. In the last six
months, seller-subsidized sales have made up 60%
of the sales.

Seller subsidies can include help with closing
costs, decorator aliowances, and other up front
cash offered from the seiler to the buyer upon set-
tlement. In most situations it is assumed that a
buyer may include subsidy in their offer. Some-
times sellers offer subsidies to attract buyers and
reduce the time their property sits on the market
without reducing the list price. A $10,000 subsidy
might mean more to a buyer than a $20,000 price
reduction.

Sellers should realize that seller contributions
have typically accompanied about a third of home
sales regionally throughout all phases of the mar-
ket. Second, the location, conditionasking price of
the home all influence whether a home sells with
or without a seller subsidy.

FREE Notary Service...
For Barcroft Residents!

Casey O'Neal, Associate Broker

RE/MAX Allegiance 703-824-4800

Find Out Your Home’s Value On-Line
www.CaseyOneal.com

Fixer Upper Bargains
These Homes Need Work! Lowest prices.
Fora FREE list, call 1-800-895-1307
ID#8048

www.NovaFixupHomes.com

Buy Any One of Our Listings or Any

Home through Our Team and if YOU

Are Not Satisfied in 18 Months, We’ll
Buy it Back or Sell it for Free!

www.BuvBackorFree.com




